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PREFACE 


JN ;i pn-vious Ixtok incwriK^r aucm])4j;(l to record die liisiory 
of /'//c /•rt'/v/cr who I’rodiucd //. I'Jiat 

f| ocli in tile life of ilie town is now'closed. It endetl in disaster 

» , .* * * 

and entailed on, l’aisle\ a time ol extreme sulli-ritiLt. dnt to a 

resoli'le •|ieo|)le, like* the desceixiants of the l’aisle\ weax'ers, ‘ 

disaster oiiK pai'es the ua\ lor a hitiire success. 

* 

I nti-P stiiiL; as was the period of the Shawl d'rade. it is not 

• • • • 

nvirr n‘inarlsaMc ihrUi the Tim iii\-]ikc rise nt a ik'w iiKlusirx', 

<* • . , ^ 

which, in its ra|fld |)ro”ress, ,md ipmintic dimensions, is one of 

* • . • * 

the most wotahle, tealiires ^il the day, and has sjiread th(' lame 
of l’,dsle\ to the mids of the earth. 

riie I hretid I rade owi's its wotulerlul success, in a ',jre;it 


• measure, to the,ih»ap l?;hour thrown jipon the market h) the 

* * . • 

collapse of the ,Shawl 'I'rade ; ,ind the preseiy: ’prosperous period, 

• • 

white it h.'^ n<»t preserved the oil! tyjie ol workpeople, has 
deve|o|)ed <110011^ the m.ister.'^ and _capl*t;ih>ts, (jualijjes (|uite ;is 
rema^ktfhle .ttml’titt hoiiourahle to th^ reputation ol the town. 



I’k 


S 

I he pntseiU voIuiik; is ;ui fiulcavdur pprtra) ihc rist* of 
the oroai 'riircad Industry for whicli Paislcv lias lircomc famoiirS. 
It IS a story ol sucross won l)\ tile yj'ood old riilrs ot honest work? 
lihei’al deidin^', ainl ijoiind hnsiness aliilils'; and it is recorded in 
the hope that this iiohle esaiiiple m,i\ inihienee the risiiiL; 
ycneralioii of l‘aisle\ inei,’ 

In the preparation of this work' tiie writ'-r has ri-eid'.-ed assis 
lance Irom main triends, whose kindness he desiri's y^rateinlly 

t 

to acknowledm‘. 

I he ])ook eo\er ha'' hern desioncil hy i\Irs, |essio i\. 
!\'ewher\, lu,' Rowat, a^ daughter of a lainile well known jji the 
times ol llie 1 ’aisley , .Shaw 1 m.iniiiaetnre, and who inherits no 
small share ■ >f the artistic taste of that period. 

I he ( orjioraiion ol Raisle\., who own die io])\ri'4ht, ha\e 
kindly or.mted |iermission to re|)rodiice‘Al r. (ames R, ('hristie's 
portrait picture ol " I he ( ross, iSo.S ; ilw |ir<'sentation portrails 
ol Sir Peter and Mr. d'homas ('oats, and the host of Mr. |ames 
('oats, which are preseiwed in ihe .\rl (iailcry'of the Pree 
Pnhiic Lihraiw ant'l .Museum. 

Our \-<-trran townsnvin, Mr. James Caldwell. I'^'.S.A. (Scot i. 
Clerk to the ,Cotint\ (..'omieil of the Conni\ o| JRenIrewl, Mr. 



1’km \( I- 


[limes (/lurk of. (,'hii|i<‘l I louse; Mr, Roheri’ IS.ilik'rsion of 
/^rtlLjowan, Mr. James ll,i\, and otliers, li.iie siipplieil many 
•valiiaide l.iels .intI sni4‘.;eslions. The \m iter is ,ilso indelited to 
Mr. William itrown, Photo-..; iMpliie ,\rtis^t. lor |ieiiinissioii to 
reprodiKC the^hislorie ’|)l|olo;.^i .qili ^il " I he L.isl • an,il iSoal," 
lor his .issis^,nii e m pn p.irinT; the jlffTstr.itions. ,iiul lor lom- 
. munie.itiino m.iin (|iMiin reiiiinisi eneus ol old times Iroin “lis 
ahiiiyl.mt store 

r«i 
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The PALSLKY SH-A-WL 

AND THE MEN WilO I’RODUtED 11 


PRESS NOTICES. 

■» — - 

“An iiilcrcslinj; uiul vciy bc;iulilully illusiMtctl menioria) oi .i now iU>se<l 
chaplei in the history of llrilish manufacture.’’ I 

“ ‘ I'he K|H)cIi of the Shawl Traile in l’aisley,’^riies the author o^tlh^ inteiest- 
volume, *i‘/now rounded off. Like a llonei il came U) , I issoined, and 
decayed.’ Kven iIjus, in I’msley, tlofs the jxM-ho inia},'iii.itiou werve garlands of 
hhiomiti^ ihoujflds rouiu) textile fal>rics d'lu* luKik, ln<^evei, is i . I'ptiou anti 
history, not an efTusion of elective art The shawl'^aie now raiifiefi lit foi liy 
i'i»lleciois. 'I’o such pcisons ih^sBeolinne must jiiflve unronynoiily va'i^dile as ex- 
phuninj;, both by pictuies and l)y written <lesi ijjilions, the technical c\c^.11c‘Ikws of 
‘pmneuts that must always rank Aiiuin^ the^nosl wondeiful pr-’iluctionx of the 
worhl oUl craft of the weavci SiOl\>Hixn. 

“Mr DE^'is one i»f the few wh) still possess the necessary cniahiications for 
Wilting; a lecoid of the lost tra<le. To* he uas Inouj’hl up in il. He has performed 
his task with llie competence of a i laft' man ami with the enthusiasm of a man v-ho 
lunks baik on scenes to which <listaiv e and iiiteivenin^ success romhir.e to lend 
enchantment. His licatmeni is sni|»ulailj vivin -nd interesting, even when the 
pictinc apjiears somewhat more highly colon '‘ I than is (piilc consisteju with 
a)»st»!ute truth to iialuit.. The illustt.ilions cons;-.i mainly of shawl jiatlerns, re- 
prijjluced in colour. Theii execution is*atlnnialjle. and the stiikinji efifecl'which 
they proiil^e might almo'-t l)ee\)>ccled to l)ringoui grandmothers’ favourite Daisley 
shawl-s into fashion again. — Gla'>y.i> JIffiihi. 

“Ml. Matthew Ilian. \’‘dis Chaiiman of the liicuiporaled Weaving, Hyeing, 
and Ihinling ('ollegc of (ilasgow, has been well ad\ise<l i-. wiiling a short history 
^ o! what he tightly tcims an illustrious peiiod in the history of his native town. 
. . . Mr. Dlair, wliose ttenlnuiit of In-, subtei't jmivc. h.tl he liA inhcrilcd^no 

small share of the Ine.aiy skill of the ra^- ol w« .i\ci poets, b »s takey pciiis to point 
out how the ediicalmn.''! ndlueiice oi ihi. higlily lerlmir.o loil prixluceil the oM 
cl.iss (I^^UuKd ami ii-/‘inoiis wc*a\' is. Dy so doing he lia* maile Ids handsome 
monogr^iilll^lie Paisley shawljiot only a valuable lecord of a l)ygonc industry, 
nfft one W'hicl^rai from being ilull to llie general leader, demonstiales very j^retlily 
that nothing liumuii need he alien to us. d’hc book is l*caulilul)y inuslratcd by 
^dalcs ihe old weAers and theii work.,'’— Afhenuii'H- 
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THE PAISLEY THREAD 


CH.M>THR 1 

rilK HAKHARl^'AN lANKN TWREAI) 

* I *11J'- I’Ofslt tells MS there u.is a ■tiTiie 

W'Ik'Ii A(l.inr<l< Ivi'd nnd l'',vc s|iaii, " 

s(i iliat«\ve may concIiKlc tlial early attempts were made to 
supersede the proverhiai lit;- iLaf. ^ 

IJie makiiit; o( yam or rfiread in I'aisley is (;ertaiii*l\ as old 
as the weavine of eloth. In early times the t\\<o ocru|)ations 
went toytetheii. 1 h(; ma^^riafk were home-orowii wool ;ind llax. 
I he spinniiie'-wheel wSs in every house, as we learn from many 
a hall.id, ;tnd thrifty housewives kept their miiids employed in 
all their spare moments. 

Hurn.s, in liis^'■ Twa 1 hit's,” .sik,\s 

" A coiiiitiT ftirl at her wheel, , 

, Hit dizzens done, .she'.s iiiieii Heel." 

J^adies of even the highest families took pride*in their dexterity 
at tlie ^jhnnine-wfheeL 'I'he v.'irn tim'd ^,.1^1111 tit lA/Mt-k/-. 



Till' Paislev TiireaI) 
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a "custqmei’ ‘Weaver,” who'made it into bed and tal)Ie-linens. 

r I 

The linen chest, thus amply supplied with the product of fair 
hands, was drawn upon freely when the younir ladies got marriiid. 

M-any old families still i)()ssess, and display with piirdonable 
pride, the wondertilly fine and durabh; articles made from linen 
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< *• . j 

yarn spun b) their grandmothers. , In nuiny cases, also, the 
spinning-wheel is lovingly presort ed, but only now ;is ;i dr.iwing- 
room ornament. ‘ 

c , 

■So .long as the spinning Avas done by the hand-wheel, the 

''ll •' ' 

qutdity was irregtihir, ajid very rough cloth w;fs fretjuenjly made 
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from such fani. I'Ik: counti) people broiiolu tli*; pj-oducc of 
thfir spinning-wliecls in to the market aloipo with their ejt;4s and 
butter, and found a ready sale for it amoii”' the weaters of 

Paisley; Some of the women, howeeer, did produce \erv line 

• * 

linen yarn, and this enabled the weavers t«) mak<; th<' lawns 
for which Paislef enjoyed a eonsider.ible reputation. In “ Lawn 
Street,” such a ])eriod is coiiMneniorat -tk burns, in " l am 
o’.Shant<'r,” mefltions that .a* c(M‘lait) j^annenl, not remarkable 
for its loni^itiRle w.is made Irofn “ Paisley harn." 

Piiif the re;d Jounder (./ the linen vaLn for sewin''' and 
einitroiderv purposes was a lady. , 

Chris'viaft .Sb.iw. born about lOSv was ,i ilau"hter of lohn 

• • • ' 

•Shaw, laird of ikiroarran, a small estate near P)isho])ton, in 
Lrskine'' Parish, Renfrewshire. 

;\t the a^'c of»eleven, this fem.vrk.able worn,in was mi.xed up 
with‘a tray;ic slor\ of wileher.dt. l lie details, which can be 
found in ./ lh^lor\ of Ihc luii/irnislii'ir Wi^i/nw (1*^77), need not 
)e re|)eat<‘d here. .It is #iilficient to say that, ,is a result, seven 
)ooi-creatures were coiideinned to the llames lor bewilchine the 
.;irl Christian .Shiw, ()ne of iliem committetl suicide in |)rison, 
ind the remainine si.v four women and t*vo men were actuallv 
i)urned»aliv e, ...t the (lallvw (lrei»n ol Paislev, on the loth ot 
I line, 160“^ Phis (ireen was near wlu're Ma.wvellton .Street 
Tosses Cicoree* .Street, ;ind the sjiot is still marked bv a horse 
■ihoe inserted in the centre of tlK- catisewav. * The whole storv 

t • • • ' • • • 

shows ,an ^aiiKHifit of ignorance, siijiersfcition,, and crueltv', even 
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among pejrsohs oi education and position - -two hundt'ed and ten 
years ago—almost beyond belief. 

Whatever ma)' have b(!en thought of the part which Cliristidn 
.Shaw played in this tragedy, lliese lacts did not alter her social 
position, for we find the Hargarran family as.sociating with the 
best peo|)le in the county. In 171K, tdiristian married the 


• e 9 
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Kevereiiil |olin .Miili;i. ininisa r o. niaimailiis. i.ell .1 widow 
in 1721, she returned lor a lime to li.irgarr.in, and afterwards 
settled in Jol,instone. 

At that timt; tadiev; in good posipon made a pastime of the 
spinning-wheel. Mrs. .Miiler'( xeelli;*.! in the produetioi)> of line 
linen yarn, such as wtis iiset^ in Paisley for making lawns, but 
up till this time it had nev(;r been twisted into* thread suitable 
for the «^wing of* embroidering needle. Phe idea occurred t() 
her to apply it these [airposes, bijt .no Suiuible ^wasting 
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machinery existed in ^ the country. All the threM tluen in use 
ctujic from Holland, a country where the textile arts had attained 
threat perfection. ^Ntrs. Miller, through the medium of a friend 
who was visitine llolland, obtained much valuable information, 
and also had a twistinjr mill brou<;ht ovetf which ran twelve 
boblnins at a tifne, and was, ol coiirst', turned bv tlie hand. 
With these ,t])]iliances she succetuk'd in |(rp)tlucine' a fine thread, 
ei(u.il or stiperioT’ to the Diiu lir ;md ii' is said that she performed 
everv p.'irt of* the process with' her own h:mds, bleachiiyt;' the 
thread*on a lar<;e. slate pb»’ed in ’one of fhe wimlows ol the 
hou.^e. 

'I'he Bakoarnin lamil\ v\(re intimate with their neitthbour. 
Lady Bliintyre, who took s|)ecimens of the thread to bath, tlien 

a famous resort of the aristocracy. Here it w.is shown to some 

* • 

mak<'rs of lace, foi* which purpose it was well .adapted, and tr.ade 
imnn'di.itelV resulted. Ibis w.as in 1722. Mrs. Millers sisters 
and the \ouno \\om<''n ol the nei^hlxmrhooil were instructtal in 
the art, (ailai'oed iwiliiito^Kiills were constructed, and a prohtiible 
business established. 

i'he baroarrati thread bec.une, famous, atul, as has happenetl 
fre<]uentl\ during the history of the tliKsid • trade, the honest 

producer w,as fmitaied by a hftst of inferior makers, and 

... _ • • 

Ibiro.arniti Jiad to fiolit for its po'ltts. .The following ;idver- 
ti.scment w,is widely circulated : - 

“'I'he l.adv b:ir>r;irran and h*r dauoliters fiavint'' attained to 

’ • • ' • • ... 
a oreal, pijlectjoli in.iryd<inp, whitetiino,.and ^wistino of Skwinc 
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1 iiKEEi), \vhich is as cheap and white, and known by experience 
to be much stronger titan the Dutcli, to prevent people’s being 
imposed upon by other threetl, which may be sold under the 
name'of ‘ Bargarran I'hreed,' the papers in which the Lady 
Bargarran and hen. daughters at Bargarran, or Mrs. Miller, her 
eldest (laughter ((Jiristian, now a widow), at Johnstone, do [)ut 
u|» th(;ir I breed, shall, for dire.' tion, ha\’e thenaipc.'u their (.'oat 
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ol .Arms, a:un\ three eotared (iijis, ^z,-. 'Mipse who want the 
Slid 'I'hreed, which is to be sold from fivejiencc to six shillings 
per ounce, may write to the Lady Barg.irran ;it Bargarran, or 
Mrs. Miller at jsilmstone, to the care of the Postmaster at 
(ila.sgow : and may call for the sapie in ILliiiburgh, at John 
.Seaton, merchant, his ,.sho]) in the Parliament (.dose, where they 
will be si-rved eithta- Whole.sale or Retail; and-will be served 
in the sjime manner at (llasgi'w, by William .Selkirk, merchant, 
in I'rongate. ' 
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Thus th* linen thread manufacture hej^an. 'Maiiy of the 
thread makers who took the lead from Mrs. Miller, were quite 
honourable competitors, and some of them were in Paisley and 
the neighbouring towns, and there the trade has eontimietl to 
th(- pre.sent time. 

Tij the Cicnift’uian's Afas^arJuc for May, 17S7, it is stated 
that, in 178^/1 there were not lesii thtin oi'csduindreil and twenty 
machines :it wtirk in tvviniug thi;''ad in Paisley, jirodncing 
^2iSo,ooo s[)indl».'s of thread, the value ol which, when linished, 
amounCetl to /,64.000 : an.</ that ’in the •ivhole of Scotland 
then* were five hundnsl machines,^producing yarn ol the value 
of /,22o,ooA; and that this jnanufacture in .Scotland in per- 
forming all the various operations, from the spinning of the 
llax to the linishing of the thread -em|ilo)'ed npw.ards of twenty 
thousand women .lud four or live thous.iml men. *rhe.se machines 
were.small, turning onl)' lorTt-eighl bobbins each, and put in 
operation by manual laboui^ (^'otldn h.is, sincf- those days, 
large!) superseded, linen, Jhread, but the latter has its own 
merits for certain Wbrk, ;ind there is still a consideniblc 
manufacturi' of linen thread in Johnstone • ami district, now 
made, of course, in ,ill its processes, liy tl^' latest improvements 
in macljinery. 

The existence in the town of so mapy liand-tvvisting mills 

• • 

for linen iRreatl led natur.ilK' to the production ol cotton thread 

I . , * 

when the inventions of .\rkwrigh;, and Crom|)twn placed the line 
cotton yarn ol l^ancqslnre on the market. 



CHAPTER II 


CHANGE TO COTTON—CAUSES OF EXPANSION 

* I '1 IE Hars^arnin ohrcad was linen, a fil)r(; well adapted to 
* sewiii”' thread Ijecaiis-' of' its strenj^th. Its defects were 
that it was uneven and roiii^h, alul could nf)l l)e ..pun to a very 
fine count, (.'ollon,' whicli I'lossesscr.) better spinnins;' properties, 
but l(\ss strength, liecanie its (powerfiil, iwid ulliinatelv, successful 
competitor. 

So Ioiil; iis both fibres were; spun by the hand spinninj:;-- 
wh(.'el, cotton intide no ere.it ])roi;ress, but, ;ts e.irlv as 1738, 
(Tforts htul been inadi' to Kri])fove the met'hods of spinning, 
'file inventions of Hargreaves, *764, Arkwright, 1708, and 
|)articularly Crompton's “ iiiuh; ” in' 1770, < ntirely revolutionised 
the cotton industry. Muslins made,‘.!)y the cheap labour of 
Hindoslan had been placed oti the Hritis'n market by the K;ist 
Indi.a Com|);tny, ;n' prices against which no Eurofiettn wetiver 
could com])ete. A (Iffiiand for a protective duty was pressinglv 
urged towards the close of the eighteenth century, but in^vention 
solved the problem in,,another and better way. 

fhe line yarn which could now' be made *.so cheaply by 
Cromptoji's mule,«.and the po\vr-loom which speedily followed, 
conipletf'lv turiKHl the nirrcni of imck^. I.aiKMshirc wa,s now 
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enabled to produce goods, even with well paid labftur. at prices 
far^below those of India, and a trade to the East arose, and these 
cotton fabrics form now one of our most im|iortant exports. 

Having access now to a sufficiently line count of clean and 

« 

smooth cotton yarn, tlie l’aisl(;y twisters coijd make a six-cord 



cal)le tlireail, perhaps jiol .lyiite sn sinms as-linen, but strong 
enough* for all o1-tiinar\ puBposes, ifluch more smooiii, and greall) 
chea])er. King Cotton had gaiiie;! the ikiy. 

^ Up till the (*11(1 of the eighl<'enlli century, the cotton imported 

into this country was cliiellv from the West "Indies. The nev\ 

. • • • • • 

in\(‘nti()n.s^in sjihiniim \er\ much increased ilje d<-mand, and the 
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planters of tftc Southern Slates of North America took up the 
cultivation with vij>our, and soon surpassed all olhttr produce/s, 
both for <|uality and quantity. 

rile practical monopoly ol the LIniled .Slates in tin; supply of 
this useful libre, ha* led to speculation and many difficulties, and 



irreal effort'; are now dieinty made to, e.\tend the cultivation in 
other countries. I'his is the Inore noccssary, as" the home con- 
sumption of cotton in tbi- rniti;d .Stales is \cry laii^e, ^iml rapidly 
incretisino. 

In the speciali*>ation ol indoi-.liies which is consttintly takinja 
jilace, it has happei\ed that latncashire ha;^ some fconoipic advan- 
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tages for th? production of line cotton yarn. 'rhc“l’‘aisley thread 
mtjter.s .have, therefore, wisely directed their ellorts to ini[)ro\e- 
ments in tlie twisting and s|)ooling of tlie 1 ..mcasliiri: yarn. 
Spinning of line cotton ytirn lias only in reeetu years heen 



attemjUed li\ the ('o.its linn, m) that e\en yet the hulk ol the 

niaU‘rial usnl from ] ..mcasliirr • 

• • 

rilu svstem di luiinlieliug sew iiTg thread w.'is settled <it a time 

• • * . 

when the vain was ,dl thn-e-cord ami was named according to 

the count ol tin* single v.irn I'hns “ ,to's ^ cord” was made Irom 
three strands ol ;o's single cotioia to's siiigl('*cotton means that 
thirtv Jititiks, ear-h oj .'sjo v.inls, will weigh 011^ pound. When 
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six-cord threfad was introduced, the thread numbers were retained, 
but a single yarn twice as fine was enijiloyed. Thus “30’s thread 
6-cord’’ is niad(; from six strands of 6o’s single cotton. The 
finisliod tliread ri'iiiains the same lliickness vvlietlier three or six- 

r 

cord, and so suiis^tlie same needle, 'J'he finest sewing thread 
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now in general use i'.<iiiii's, m.ule Imm sjx sir,mils of No. joo’s 
single cotton. I'lte twist on tlie single llire,i(l is to thi- left, 
and th;it on the |)lieil j.hread is tu tin- |•igllI, which jtyodiices the, , 
cable character. * 

At first this thread w;is sold in h.mks, but the wooden spool, 
came into use as soon ,is the product became .’t jniil,or factory 
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imiclt; Spoolint; iiiacliiiu ry lias liccii iinjirovccl, 

'and^is now practically all automaiic. 

. As (■\'cry coininiTcial man knoui, ilui'<' arc constaiu altera¬ 
tions takine place in the cdniliiioiis under which hiisiness can 
b(* made prulitabic. 1 he inusi and csllinablc of 



l'» ft,I -I II Mill. 


nun arc nol urunl a-'aliist tinsc c('oji(#ini(' chanties. I[\cii 

when tiles lores*l'i‘ iheiii, jtlies ni*\ base their capital lockeil 

• • * - 

up in plant which cannot he utilised, and v> no ellort can as’oid 

disaster. nil rile other haiul, it often happens that ei'ononiic 

» • 

chtuiLi'es occLir unexnectedls whicii cause a nirii ol succe.ss and 
profit (or those "wha happen, possihls Iroiii ^no merit ol their 


I'lll-. I'aIsI.KV TiIKI.AI) 




own, lo l)(,‘ uKlc to lake adv.iiiiai^c of tlic position thus cretited. 

••'1’Im‘IT is a in (li<- .Uliiirs <»{’ nun 

Wliicli, talv<*ii al tlh- Hotal, lra<ls on to rortfino.” 

f 

1 he ^il:uvl tr.idc ni..i\ hi- saiil to Ixdon;,; lo the first of tllfso 
illustrations the ftircad ir.idc ic) ilu- laticr. 
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I he dcc.iy of ilie.sli.iw 1 tr.idc w.is no| due to any dcliciciu y 
or f.iult ol the m.inufai'turcK-, I'hi; fashion fhau^cd, and the 
demand ceased. h'nshion is not reeulated h\ the rules of 
political economy. W'e would naturall) I'.vpecl that the more 
cony'enient and i^iitahle lor itii purpose an article can he made, 
and the cheaper it can he put on the mar.ket, the larger would 
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Ije tin; ilciiAiul. lint siicli rules do not apply to ^tn object of 
fashion, as, lor inst.ince, a hub's bonnet. It must be in the 
fjishion, or it is of no use at all. I'ashion may deert'c that it 
must bo of a shape that \iolates all the eondilions of conve.nience 
which ;i covering lor the head should jiossj'ss, \(T the article 
must, be of th.il^orm, no' matter wh.tl torment the vte.irer m;iy 
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sufler. rite •discoinlort ,t4h‘idl\ boi lie, .iiid the j.i ii e is ubo.iy 
disre^^.trded. 

I'hat an article so iisetiil, ;,;r,ii elul, .ind beatitilul as the i’aisley 
shttwl should be in a lev\ )ear.s totally neglected, was a thino 
hardly to be belw've'd. lint so it t*as. I'i^e demaitd teased, and 
tio energy or ability of tile maniilat.turers coitltl revive it. 

.Sh.akes'j>e,tr« says that 

SiniH- ;in* l)i>ni yn-at, somi- Ji'*lni‘\r jjrcalfirss, 

• • • * ,,• 

Ami sumr Imvt' fircatiu-ss tltnisl upuii tlicm. ” 
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rile jfilt of' c:lie:ip lahour was thrust upon the thread manu¬ 
facturers. J hey did iiothini^ to produce this state of affairs, 
and. indeed, no douht re^^rc.'lted it, but the\' liad the wisdom Jo 
make, tile most ol the position, to the ereat atlvantaoe of all 
concerned. 

One ol the controlling causes, therefore, ,which made the 

t 

business .seltle in I’aisle) in prelerence to other ])laces, was the 
chea)! labour thrown upon the in.ifket by the decay of the shawl* 

tr.ide. ,\bout the same lime there occurred the invention of the 

• 

■sewino machine, wkich cretrted an'jncreased demand for.thread. 
In this case, aoain, the thj'e.id m.miiticturers h.id prosperity 
une\pecle<ll\ jrlaceil w ithin *lheir,re,ich. I hi-y di^l not invent 
the sewiiij^ m.ii'hiiii' lhe\ were only iu ,m excellent |)osition 
to t.lke advantage ol il. • 

.\s usual, m.ichine o| ,th;^ l<ind is ,ui, e\dlution. Many 

• ittempts al sewing maihines bad “been made, but the lirsl that 
was realK s.iccesslul w .is’bronolit *0111, in <S4(), by bdias Ilowe, 

.m .\meiic,ui. I'he Wheclci- Wil^r^n, ihr^ .Sinoier, ;ind many 

other iMannlacturiny, ( oniji.inies, lollowAl with I'.iri.itions ;md 
im|)rovemeiits .idtipied 10 diffei-ent tr.ules, 

lake ever\ other labour'savin;^ itiveillion, tin-.sewing; machine 
displaced labour', and .it lirstc c.ui.sed much .sufli'i'ine. 'I'his was 
inevitable: btit iii the end, .is alwa\s hap|)ens, the ch.'intfe 

materitdl) im|)roved the conditions ol existence. I'lie inVenlion 
broiielil about tin,, enormous e.xtension of business, manv tirticles 
of clothino were now placctl within the I'etich of the humblest 
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classes, ancf many comforts and amvenienccs arase from llie 
• * 
introduction of tliis macliinc. It treated an onlarocd demand 

Jor thread. I he Paisley firms had a <>'nt)d name and a hold 

upon the market, anti their l)usiness expaiuled ra])itlly w'th the. 

demaiul. Their success provoked competiti(|n, wliich com))cIletl 

theni to keep tl^dr methods ol production ahre.ast of the latest 

• ^ 

im])rovemeni,s, and this has al\va)'s heei^ a, charaeieristie of the 
leadinir Paisley linns. 

Put howtiver the.') may liave deserved success hy their 
husiness ability, they are nAich iiidehted U) the decay of the 
.shawl trade and the iiivention of the sewini; machine. fliese 
factors created the ])osition, vvljieh the tlniNid manufacturers have, 
with consummate ability, utilized to evolve tlie ])resent immense 

fi 

business* 
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* I ' 11 F liislory of \li»' cotton spool tiMtlc in I’aisk'v is iiisi:|)ir- 
■ al)ly connected witlv tlte tiimily of (dark. They were' 

enc;aoetl in it from the comnienceinent, an<l amidst all tlie changes 
that liavi; taken pf.iee, tlie 'lirm ol\ Clark tC ('o. has maintained 
its |)romineiU jilace. 

The sloi)' is interestiiiL;, and* well worthy of <!)ein<; |)nt on 
record. In 1753, William Clark, a farmer at Dykeli.ir. near 
Paisley, died, leaving ;i widow and si,\ \oim^ eliildren, none ol 
them old enonnh to continue the firm. I'he lamiK, therefore, 
moved into the town lil I’aisle)' to obtain emplo\m iu. I heir 
means were slender, but thjw Had a fiir stock ol that orit 
which distiin^uishes the .Scottish' jiCAsantry, and' which is the 
most valuable asset ol our nation. Inuft’d to l.ibour and accus- 
customeil to thrill, " poortith, ’ as Hums calls it, has no terrors 
for this class of iieople. It only^ acts as a stimulant. They 
soon learned to laiytfh at calamity, and out of' disa.ster to carve 
a victory, and so the Clark family, by dint of hard work and 
careful habits, got on well in the world. 

At that time weaving was, prosjierous in Paisley. The work 
was light and well paid. The weavers, usuall)’ ceased their 
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lilbours in flie nltcrnoon, and, attired in their he't, .went oiil 
for,a promenade and a crack. I’liere was, therefore, at this 
tyne ;i steady stream of incomers, wliieh were entirely Scotch, 
tlie unskilleil labour heiir^ from the lli<yhlands. The Irish 
element did not make a jironoumcd .ipjieanmce in I’aisley till 
the tiine of the li!imine, in i.S.io, The study of such directories 
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as exist, shows th.it inan\ of the families now numerous in Paisley 
c.ime into the town at this |)eriod, and amont; *them tin; family of 
the Clarks, which had^ hai'iHy any representatives in th(? town 
before that date.* 

» 

Jiimes CJark, No. i (17.t7 l^s2u^, one ot> the sons of William 

Clark. commenci*d the business of weaverk furnisher and heddle 

• * 

twine manufimturer in Cotton Street, and it ma)^ l^e^meijlioned in 
passino-, tljjit he had .at one time in his em))lyym(!nt Alexander 
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Wilson, «ifu;rw;ir<ls llie Innious American ornitlioloj^'ist, and author 
of “ Watty and Met;'.” Thn'ad or cord Tor heddlcs and hagic^ss 
was in t^ood demand. T his was made on the hand-twistinif frame 
similar J:o that introduced from llolland lor the I 5 ari>arran thread, 
and was usually tilrneil h\ a siouL 11 i;.;hl,indi'r. I here were many 
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of lluese small fii'iiis ol twisters in I’aislev in those d.us, .md the 
material lliey used was |)rincij)ally limm. 

T he loop or eye oi the heddle, w’as imuh; of fine silk, ,is that 
part reiiuired^to be parliculTiTy ,smo{)lh. T he silk was, ol coLirse, 
imported. On 20lh-Noxemher, i<So6, Napoleon issued his famous 
IJeiTin Decree, by which an interdict was placed on tlie commerce 
of Briupn, anil The supply of silk ceased. In thi.s predicament 
James Clark’s brother, I’alrick, turned his-atteiiuon 1,0 perfecting' 
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in smoothness a cotton thread, and, as the inventions, of Har- 
<>^reaves, Arkwright, and Cn)m|>ton liad now pl.iced fine cotton 
ywrn on the market, he succeeded in jjroduciin;' a smooth cotton 
hcddle yarn which rejilaced the silk. I'his improvement continued 
till cotton for heddles (mtirely sii])erseiled silk*. Thus it may be 
remarked that Napoleon an^l the Clark larnily between them, 



.T\MIs ( 1 \JI h * I »S:{ , 

J'lUM <)l J. .1. (’l \HK. 


.lolls Cl \i(K, I7IM ls<)l 


have the credit of introducine the makitn; of*flne cotton thread 
into I’ai.sley. 

1 he year iSi2 may be taken as'the earliest date upon which 
Clark's sewipLf thread was placed upon the market. 

^ 'I wo of the ?sons of James Cl,irk. No. <, [ames (t yKI<S65), 
:/nd John (j79i^i364), formed the lirm of I.*i^ J. (^ark, and 
erected a , factory in* .Seedhills I land macliines h;id by this 
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time been discarded, and the thread trade^had become a factory 
industry. o 

The James Clark of Messrs. J, & j. Clark was the,first to 
introd'uc,e spool cotton sewini'' thread. We are indebted to his 
son, Mr. James Ckfrk, of CIia|)el House, for an explanation of the 
circumstances of ihis.ver)' imporlanCand iiUerestino, development. 
Mr. Clark says : ' ' • 



<’l.Allk. KstJ , (’llAPir lltHM.* 


“Orijfinally the lotton thread was sold in hanks or skeins, and 
then ladies had to wind it into littl<i lialls, as they fvenerally wind 
a cut of wool yarn at the |)r^ent day. Wishinj^r to convenience 
liis fair customers, Jsimes wyuld, on selling ;i skeyi of cotton 
thread, sit down at a., weaver's iiirn wheel, and Vine! ihi; thread 
upon a .spool f})h vvliich Jie clmr^ed a half-penny, but that half; 
penny he refumled when the empty spool -was returned to him 
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The spools cost sixpeiice a dozen, and were ordered by Janies, to 
the* extent of half a gross at a lime, from a wood turner named 
Robert .Paul, which^he carried home in his coat pocket, to wind 
thread thereon by his own hand, if desired, after the s^df; of a 
skein had bc'en effected liy him.” 



-•’I 


Sm iH Ci.Mih Hali.s. Iko*. smn\iN(. Wood 'I’l Sikm' 

The turner’s shop stood, vn the site which is now cov'cred by 
th(r Clark Town fiall. 

Since thti.se days, spooling macJiinery has bc^en marvellously 
^perfected, and is now practically automalie, wiiuling and me.is- 
gring the tlyead^with extreme act;iirac); and ne;Un^:ss. , 

The m^ls at, .Seixlhills continued to prosjier.and increase, and 
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the third, and even the fourth, generation of the (^lark family 
have managed them with hereditary ability. 'I'hey worked m4>rc 
for the home than for the foreign markets, but they had am 
im|)orfaiU track; with America. When the United States entered 
upon a policy of hi;th protection, the Clark firm erected e.Ntensivc 
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mills in Newark in New Jersey. 1 liis department was under the 

t * 

care of Mr. (ieorge A. Clalk (1.S34 nhd afterwards of 

* I 

Mr. Willi ain dark (1S41 sons of |olm ( lark. 

'i'hc success of C.k^rk's thread vv.is due to the* f;ict th;it it w:is 
tilwavs a sound at*iicle, ;ind of :ugu;ir:inteed lenitth. As usual, this 
produced ;i host of.iniitators. Not only was the mime ui|blushingly 
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copied, but the trade mark of an anchor was imitated fn intfenious 
wayg. All makers of honest thread, and then: are many such in 
S«otland, Itnoland, and America, have had to suffer in this way. 
Hut all these interlojiers .sooner or Liter caim; to j^rief, and Ci.irks’ 
“Anchor" thread survived and maintained its r^'putation. 



('i \iiKs' Mills IN N’lw M(K, N n\ .1 1 Hsn. I .S ,\. 


rile competition between^the sevend liire.id makers in I’aislei', 

and notably betvvT'cn the linns ol (♦l.irk .iikI (.'oats, was at times 

• • 

very severe,^but lietween these two linns it was always honourable 
and without bittt'rness. liach strove to supply the wants of the 

public, and they pushed their indv|iendent lini"* of business, pre 

• * • * 0 « 

serving; their clear ijidividu.dity, riie wa\ vvas thus prepared 
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for that .jjreat amalgamation which has resulted in important 
economies in administration and distribution. The public «has 
been well served, and the enterprising thread makers have reapad 
the reward. Nor have the)’ been remiss in showing, by their 

benefactions to th(» town, that the\' fully a])precial(' the responsi- 

• • 

bililies as well as the |)ri\'ileges of success.* 'i^he firn> was 
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formed into a limited liabilft) company in i8<;6, under the name 

• • • 

of ( lark iN f'omi)ait\', Limited, and the *am*ilgamation with 
[. cS: 1 *. ('oats,* l.fmited, took ])la(;e on (ith August, 1 (Sq6 . 
.StA’eral members of the Clark family have ^K'cupied’public 

4 

positions in tlu; to^ n, ,uul all of them have Ixam unweariial in their 
work on i)hilai‘itliropic and’religious societit's and associations 
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Mr. Jatrfes Clark of Ralston was a mcml)cr of the Town 

* Coi^ncil, and Bailie in 1S59. 

, Mr. James Clark of Cha|)el 1 louse was Provost of Paisley 
from 1882 to 1885. 

• * 

Mr. Stewart Clark, now of Dimclas ( astje, re[)resented the 

Bur^ti in Parliament from' 18S4 to 1885. 
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CHAPTfiR IV 


THE COATS FIRM 

* I *H li founder of '.his husines.s w;is James Coals (1774 -1857). 

* lie camt* of several ;;cnera(ions of Paisley weavers, tlian 
whicli IK) hetUT aiux'slry need ‘ he desir(*d hy miy man, and 
he e\liil)iled in Ihs.life maliy of llual)est characteristics of tliesi- 
remarkahle men. ll<' e\'en had liis sliarc of tin; |)oetical faeulty, 
ihoiii^di dormant, fur he was the intimate friend and companion 

C • 

of Robert 'I'annaliill and R. A. .Smith. Inte^rity and enterprise 
wert' the leadiii” trails in his charaeier, aiul liave been con- 
.spicuous amontf all his de.scund.'uus, wlio, \\1k«i furume favoured 
lliem, developed a lar^e'aiul free-handed lila raliu. 

Aft( •r serving liis a]!prenl.iceslii'|) to thi‘ weaving, .Mr. Coats 
enlisted in the A)rshire I'cncibles, a ca' alri' ''e^iment, and spent 
six years in the army. 'I'his time was not lost. The habits of 
order, obedience, and reliability, fostered by military iraininc;, 
proved of great advantage in after life. Advocates of a com¬ 
pulsory short term of‘service hi the army for alRour young men, 
will Imd much in the c.ireer of James Coats to .sup|)ort their 
views. 

()n k:a\'ing the tinny, in 1796, he resumed the wetiving. 
He married in 1802, ;md shortly thereafter begtm manufacturing 
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on liis own"ac'fouiU. lli- was shn wil onounl> lo •ohscrvi' aiul 
lollow iho cliaiv^cs ill t.ishion wliiih arc ilic i^rcat risks of a 
fj^ncy tr,i(k'. On one ol liis visits to l.inulon lie houttlu a 
Canton crape shawl, iiitcmlint; it as a present lor his wifs At 
that time all tlie heaiitiiul siieciineiis ol er.ipe weave ea*ine from 
China. Ko attcy^ipt had' her'ii made, at least in .Scotland, to 



manulactiire this articit', which reijiiireil special skill and know 
ledoe. riic material was silk. .Silk mamifacture had heen 

introdiicecl into Ikiisley hy Ihimphrey I'ulton, in 1760, so that 

^ « • 

the material an^ the skilled labour were *at hand. Mr. Coats 
had made several attempts to protluce cra|je,’when he discovered 
that anotlfcr manufacturer, Mr. James W hyte, had been eiieaoed 
on the same endeavour with no better success. I'liey agreed to 
combine their knowledge, entered into iiartnershiji, and, in the 
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end, succeeded; and for some years hail practically a monopoly 
of the Canton crape trade. 'I'his was a jirofitable enterpri.se, 
and laid the foundations of Mr. C'oats’ fortune. He built a 
house in Hack Row, I'er^uslie, ami v\as now* a person of means, 
but he was a far-.'jeeiu” m;ui. ,iiul well aware of tin; uncertainties 
altendin”' the manufacture of .m article of fasr^on. It w.as.when 
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eiiLja^ed in the ( niiloii ciM|if trade that he first conceiied tlie 
i(Ie;i ol loimdinj; a m;muf.ictor\ ol’ sewiiiL; ihretid. 

()tie im[)ort;int ele'ment iui tin; cnipe prodtictitin is llte |)(;i:uli;ir 
twist reijuired for'the \;irn. This process Mr. Cotits htid dotie 
lor him by Messrs. Ross X; Duncan, ;i firm of twisters en^awed 
in the thretid trtide, who h;id ;i small Victory ;it 66 George .Street. 
'J'his linn reijuirino more ctijtiial, Mr. Coats entered as a 
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slcopiii” parlncr, and thus liad an ‘opportunitx ol •aaiuiriim a 
• cony)lt‘tt; knovvl(‘(li;r of tlic business. I he irade iner(;ased, and 



• (Via IS, ISOK IS‘M), 

,‘"1 ula/n’H /•i'/tiail m A>/ (..i.'/i'v »</•/•;.i I'uhli, It 
/uimltJ ni /'A/ hy \ii I',in.,/ U.i, /’A’ 


^ on expiry *oi liie coiUrael, in 1<S2(), Messrs. Ross ix |)unc.u) 
erected a factory in another jjart o[ the town, an*! Mr. Coats l)uilt 
a sinalf mill at hereu.slie, where lie starletl thriad nial<ine with 
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:iii cnj'iiic nf Iwciv'c* Inn'll' ]i<i\v<'r. I liis liiiiHliii” h;is been incor- 
poniled with, ami still Idi ins |)arl ot. the vast works at I-erguslie. 



Mr. Coats retired from active business in 'i S30,- giving over 
the inantifacltiring departimmt to his partners and his son 
W illiam, and placing the thread business in the hands of his 
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sons James (1803 1845) and Peter ('1808 1890), iiiurer the llrm 
of J^ & P. Coats. .Shortly afterwards, anotlier son, Phomas 
(1^09 1(883), admitted a ])artn(,'r. 1 he eomljinaiion was 

^excellent, and shows llie lorethouttlil ami care of tlie fatlvr in 
training his sons. James was ;i maniifartnrer, J’eKtr liail rectnved 
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a ineicantih' *ediic.ii,ion yi,* (ilasgow, and Tliomas had been 
traiiKsl as an engineer.*’ 

I'rorn that time, the lirm ol | (.K: P. ( o.its’weni ste.idily and 
snccessliilly lorw.ird, (.ons;,uij.iy extending, and supplying the 

home and foreign m.irkets. In 1^40, thn-e-lonrtlis of their 

• • 

^trade was wjth Aiiicrica. A younger brother, Andrew Coals 
^(1814-igooj, wa^ sent out to manage tlje selling de[);irtnient 
of the business in the L'nited .Suites, and coittimied to do so 
for twenty^ years with marked jn-udence and ability. 


50 


I'm I'llKI .\l) 


V;iri.()us* chaiv^cs ociurrcd in llic linn from lime lo lime. 
Mr. James Cioals died unmarried in 1X45, Iml several el ihe 
sons of Mr. Peier (who reeeiv<-d llie lionour nl kninluhood in 
iSbo) and of Mr, I'hom.is l>ecame i)arini-rs ; lakini; the hurden 
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oil llieir falhers'* shoulders .uid displ.ii in;4 ihe same admirable 
husini:ss (|ualilies as their |).irents, „ 

The ])o|)ularily of (.'oa'is' thread was due to its invariably 
eNcellenl and uniform ([uality ami ”uaranleeil len^^th, but, as 
usual, a host of (('unterfeits spranj.; up. The audacity and 
immor.ility of , sbme ol these imitations surpass belief. I'hread 
of inferior quali|y was unblushln^ly labelled with C()als’ name, 
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and spools j)iii-porlinn to tontaiii iliroc iiimdrcd‘yapls I'rc- 
(iuf;i;tl) liad not more than ti luindn-d ami lil'ty )ar(ls. Not till 
llif hiw had bctMi in\a>k(*d am.l soxti'c ptaialtios inllicltal, wore 
these practices arrested. Ihit the law courts in all countries 
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ha\e invariahK supported the Coals’ case, anfl one by one, at 
”^reat trouble and e.\|)i;nse, .these interhtpers were nltiniately 
t;.\posed and interdicted. 

When a [^olic)' of hii^h jtroiection was atlopled by the I 'nited 
^States, Messrs, t'oats erecteil mills at f^awlnckel, in Rhode 
Inland .State—between itSyo and 4SS3 nmler ?lj^e management 
of the eldest .son of Sir I’eter Coats, now .Sir Jajnes ( Oats, Hart., 
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of Auchcmlniiu:, Ayrshire; and these inills have now j^rown to 
lx; as large as those at Paisley. r 

Piul llie Paisl(;y ]>rodiiction nevc-r slackened. New markets 
\ver<' found, and, in cases where high duties stood in the wa)-, 

t 
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mills were; erected .d)ro.id. riuis consider.dde e.stahli.shments 
have in r(;cenl tim(;s liei'ii opened, in Knssia, tiermaiU', Austiia, 
Hungary, and -Spain. 

.\ further step forward was taken in 1X90, vvhep tht; busin(;ss 
was transformeil int® a Limited Li.ibility Com|Sany, with <i caj)it<,d 
of/5.750.900,'and th<'prospectus states that the avenyge annual 
profits for the previous seven years had been ^42(^048 13s. pd. 
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Two-thirds of the shares and stock were issuerl to tlie ])iil)lic, the 
(Aistoniers of the lirni and employet^s recei\ ing due consideration. 
1 he pro.sjjerity of tlie company has since been marvellous, and 
those investors who retainetl their sliari's louiul, in a few years, 
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that their investment had Tiiultiplicd many times, as referred to 
at greater length in another cha|)ler. 

1 he C oats family have ixtt, as a rule, desired political position, 
but Sir Thomas Glen-COats, J!*irt., of Fergiislie I’ark, is presently 
M.P. for West Renfrewshire. 


CHAPTER V 


OTHER THREAD MANUFACTURERS 

15 RSIDI'^S till' fin'iiK f)!' Clark and Coats, thcro wen; many 

other thread maiHifaetiircrs who gained considi;rahle 

re|)iitation in their ilay. In nios't e.ises, however,•tliey .succumbi^d 

in the end to tin* inevitrdile eei<!ioinie rule, that any husiness 

which is keenly eoni|)eled cannot he carrieil on prolitahly <e.\cept 

on a large scak'. I hose who c*inld not extend sufficiently, one 

hy one droppetl out ol tile race, or were ahsorhed by the larger 

firms. .Some of them, no doubt, were simply counterfeiters, 

but others were ipiite honourable com|)etitors 

rile I )ireclories of'I’aisley which are jiresiirved in the I'ree 

l.ibrary begin at 17X4 ‘ '['here is th(;n *a blank till 1812, and 

a further blank between 1814 and‘.1,820, a.tter which date only 

an occasional volume is awanting. ' from these imi)erk:ct 

materials we gather somt; interesting det.iils, but tlu: reader 

must reiiteniber tb;it we only state such facts as are found in 

the existing 1 tirectbries. • 

11 

rile total number of so-called thread manufacturers is one 
hundred and seven, but ol the.se more than ■ half'only aj)[)ear 
for one or two years, and projiably were not really manufacturers 
at all. Some businesses have evidently been carried on by the 
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same family for two or three i;enerati('iiHf, \vitli o;ily a slight 
change in the name (tf the lirm. In other eases, linns of th(' 
same name have a|)|iarenil\ heen created so as to keep si-parate 
certtiin classes of |)f(Hhicis, or to proxide an o|)ening for ;i time 
for some of thexoiinger hr.inches of tlte famih. In other cases 
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amalgamation or ahsorjition has taken place, while the original 
name of the firm In s *: ill h(*en i-et.iineil in the l)irectoi'v. Some 
few are inanilestK men' imitators, seeking, to^ henelit hy the 
lahours of»moi‘e ahle men. d'here are twenty three linns of 
thread maiuifacturers given in the 1 tireciory lor 17S.1, and only 
’three in th;it ol kioO 7 and exi’li Ih'-se three i*r<^ noxy in reality 


'■oinl)ine«* into one. 
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Tho fam<ly which' has hcen lonjjest connected with the thread 
trade is that of Clark, dating' (as far as'the Directories state)' 
from I7h4 to 1906-7, a period ol a liundred and twenty-three 
years. Hut, as the lirst James Clark wa;f l)orn in 1747 > 
would l)‘e thirt)'-seven years of a^'e in i7‘^4' -Hid so it is possible 
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that his business as 1 in.iker of thread and heddle twine was 
commenced belore that d.ile, 

.\cc()rdine to the I )ir('ctories. the family of Carlile has 
carried on thread manufacture, under linns slieJntly uifferino in 
naiiK!, from till i.SSt), a period of one hundred and two 

years. It is' possil)le. ini this case also, that the business was 
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in existence before'1784; and, indeed, it ii‘as been ^stated that 
•it was commenced in 

I he Garbles have had a lon^ and lionoiirable connection with 
the industries of ihe'town, and not a few members of lliat family 
have been distinguished for public serv'ices and liu;rary Vulture. 

The hrst ol wh(>m we have any record is |()hn ( arlile, 
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born in 1703, who came from Annan, and settled in IViisley in 
1742. His son, Wblliam, .i^tpe.irs in the Directory of 1784 as 
a thread manufacturer, alUtouuh h(» may Have bet^un business 
bt:fore that date. lie was the author of an interestint; article 
tailitled "New Description of Paisley," which appeared in the 
(icnll'-iiuiii s Mai^azinc, in May, 1787, which cwntains numerous 
details repardin^ the weaving and other industries in Paisley 
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Ht that tirrte, and I'roni which we extract the facts given at 
page 23. His son, William Carlile (1716 if'29). was a pro-' 
minenl man in his day, and entertained liberal opinions which 
brought him into some notice during llie Radical troubles. 
He was Provost of Paisley lor two terms—1X1(1 to 1X18, and 
1820 to 1822. His broih(;r, [anies Carlile' (1752 1835), was 



Aii\\mhi{ Cmu.iik ' 

I’rovost of Paislly from 1822 till 1824. ,\lexander Carlile 
(1788 1 S()o), a son oi lames (Ciylile, was a member of the 
I'own Council, and distinguished lor his literary tastes. He 
w;is one of the founders of the /’ais/cy MayarJnf in 1828, of 
which Motherwell the. poet was the editor, tint'l he'contributed 
sevenil tirticles^ V) that publipition. He also a|)pears timong 
the J’ais/rv /\nts ;is the author, among other poeins, of the 
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charming song, “ VVTa’s at the Wmclow, \Vha, W'ha?’’ The 
firni, after an existence of at Icrast a liuiiilrecl and two years, 
wyis absorbed by Messrs. J. iv I’, (.'oats in 1.S87. 

Robert I'arquharson, thread inanufactiirer, was I’rovost in 
1824-7, during a time of exceedingK depressed trade, when as 

man)j as fifteen thousand persons were wholly or partially 

• • • . 

ilependent on the Relief f unds raised^ in all parts of the 
conntrv. He exerted hiinsell >>reatl\- to alleviate the .sufferins.', 
and for this li^' was ever afterwards held in high esteem by the 
working people, however nu>ch, in lAter tiny-i, he dilfereil from 
them in political matters. 

I'he linn of I’eler Kerr R' Son existed from 1812 till 1906, 
a period of ninety-four years, hut this linn did not exclusively 
make sewing cotton thread. 

Messrs, (.'oats comment:ed dii 1827, so the\ have h.id a 
continuous existence of eightj' years. 

We give the names and tl.ites df the various linns, but 
omitting those wliich ajtjiear to htive existed less th.in live 
years - 

l.isr Oh Thri'AH MANUhAt tukeks in 1’aisi.ev 1 fiRia'rouih.s. 


Carlile, V/i!liam, 


Year first 
mentioned. 

1784 

Year last 
inentioixMl. 

18,4 

Cikalc, Jjimes, 

- 

1784 

ih.ki 

Carlile, James, - 


1812 

1852 

Clark, Mtitthew, 


1812 


C 4 ark. I’eter, 

• 

- 

1812 

1820 
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List ok Tiikkad Maxukactukkks - contimicd . 



Year first 

Year last 


inrntuMwd. 

mentioned. 

Carswell, Roherl, 

1812 ' 

183.S 

IXiviclson, John, 

1812 

1820 

Ferguson, John, 

.1812 

1835 

Kerr, Peter, & Son, - 

1812 

1906 

Macfarlane, johh. 

1812 

1820 

Patlison, Robert, * 

1812 

1823 

Slow, William, - 

1812 

1820 

Wilkinson, 1 C - 

1812 

1820 

Wilson, James, - 

1814 

'833 

Clark, J. iS: J., & Compy., 

1820 

190.S 

llalden, Alexaiuler, - 

1820 

1828 

Nairn, Thom.is, 

1820 

1832 

Yoiint*', Ceoree, 

1820 

1830 

( '.irlile, Alex.inder, 

1823 

1832 

Carlili.-, Warrand, 

1823 

1833 

Kerr, John, iN .Sons, 

1823 

1863 

Coats, James, - 

1F27 

1831 

Morris, John, 

1857 

1833 

Murdoch, V\;illiam, 

1827 

1832 

R(.)ss K Ihincan, 

1S27 

1S06 

.Stirral, James,.- 

’182^ 

1S52 

M'Nicol,. David, 

•828 

183.S 

Carswell, A. K (i., K ( o., 

1830 

J ’835 

Coats, J. & I’., 

1832 

1906-1907 

Jack, RolK‘^t, - - <• - 

1832 

1859 

('den. yXndenson, & Co., - 

183.3 

1849 
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List he Thread Manue.\(.tiii<ers— 

- continued . 



Year first 

Y<*ar last 


liieiitioiK'il. 

iiiciilioiK'd. 

Kerr, Thoifitis, 



Clapperton & Co., 


1 8*sD 

Farijuhiirson, Robert, 

'X.37' 

i860 

Ro<rei‘, ^f;lnson iS: (k).. 

1S4 5 

1 S()0 

Anderspn. Jtimes, 

i?; 4 g 

1 8go 

Kerr cv Clark, - > 

1 S52 

1 882 

C( lilts,* j. iKi r.. 


18()0 

Carlile, J.lines, K' .Sens, 

1851* 

1 886 

Chirk, J. K- R., 

1850 

1866 

Chirk ( o.. 

18 t)j 

igof) 1 goy 

( hark, ),iines, iv (o. 

1 8fi2 

1884 

( hirk, J. iC ( (>.. 

1 8(15 

1881 

Kerr ( <)., 


1 (|06-1 goj 

(ik'iifield 1 liri'ad ( oinji.iiu. 

1 87(1 

1881 


Many of ihc Ir.uling men in ’ilicsc smaller linns were 
eenileinen of liii^ll cultjire and ])ul)lir s))iril, and of i^real iise- 
fnlness to llie comnniniu in llieir day, alllumi^h not ])rivileged 
to leave oehind them any stately memoritfis. As with mtiny 
of the humhler iiv^^enioiij, workmen, they eontrilmted iheii 
shiire to tlie liuildiner ^j) of the*,are;it industry for which the 
town is jiow celebrated. I hey mtiy h;ive tinticipatcd the 
success, fmt dtil not survive to shtire in it. In every waif.ire 
there are many brave men wljo only Imd « jikice amont; the 
unrecoijled deticl. 



CHAPTER VI 


COMBINATION 

I N clcalin;^ wiili an arlicic .of ocnoral c'onsiiinption, whicli, like; 
* scwiiiL; tliroael, is ;?ii])|)lii'd to the; public l)y sliApkccpers, the 
niaiuifacturer finds that tlie'costs of distribution arc very ”reat. 
His customers .ire counted by many thousands, and to keep uir 
the amount of sale's and compete'with riv.tls, a lar^e st.iff of 
tr.ivellers must be continuall) on the ro.id. 1 he cost of atlver- 
tisin!,^ has also to be consiilered, .and this is often enormous. 
'I'h(;se espenses of distribution must, with some well-known 
articles, lx; more than the whok; original cost of the ])roduct. 

F.ven the larj^est firms cannot afford to despise economies 
in distribution, and in the Thread trade this n.iturally suj^aested 
some form of co-operation between the various makers. 

In iS.Sf), Messrs. Clark and Coats foiini.d a distributing 
combination under the name of " I he Sewina ( otton Agency,’ 
which was sliorth' afterw.irds altered to " Ihe Central Ai^enc), ” 
when .in additional firm -Messrs, jonas.lirook iC brothers ol 
Meltham ioineil it. 

• t V 

The business of the Agency w.is to maint.iin the travellers, 
regulate the sales, and collect the accounts, thus oreatly reducinfj 
the staffs which h^d |)revioiisl)- k.een neces.sary. 'I'he individuality 
of each firm in all else but distribution was not affecti-d. The 
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work ot ilic vv.is ('onlnillftl "liy ik lcyjalcs Irotn tlu' linns 

•inUTcsteil, llic expenses were apjioiiioneit amoii” them, and an 
injporlanl (economy was the result. 

I Ik; siiect;ss ol itiese arraiiLjemenis siij^i^esled a more oroattii: 
union. 1 Ins important step was taken on isl |nl\, i.S(>f), when 

the b^isiness ol Messrs. ( oats, wliielt, as alreadx menlioneil, Itail 

• • • . 

been convertejl in iSyo into a Limited l^ialnlity (dinp.iiu, was 
•amaleainated witli those ol .Messrs, (^lark iK: Comiianv of Paisley, 
Messrs. Jonas Jin)ok iV lirotlters ol Meltli.im, and Messrs. James 
(. Itadw ick ilv lirotlier ol liohi»ii. i'or*this pyi jiose tlie eajiilal ol 
J. iX ]’. boats, Limited, was readjusted, new shares freated and 
issueil to the other ( omjianies, and addition.il direi tors .ijipoinleil. 

haeh ol the other ( omp.mies, howe\er, maint.iitis a sejiar.ite 

* 

existetice, the names .mil tr.ide m.irks ,ire ])reser\ed and used 
where these are .issoi i.ited with fi.irtieul.ir m.irkets or (|ualities ol 
ihre.ad, but the whole profits *are distributed ainoiie (be sh.ire 
holders of J. iS: P. CLiats, Limited, the eapital ol which tiow 
amounts to iiearK /, ii,i>ix>,ni)o, and the shareholders tnimber 
aboitt 17 , 000 . 

rile .Selliue Departmetit is eoiulueted laider the name ol 
“ Lhe Lentral Aijem \', lamited,' as takine the place of the 
former “ ( taitral* Agency and the. .Aei ncy also undertakes tin: 
.sale of the .sew:iny silk threads of .Messrs, luster lA ( ompany of 
Hradfurd, fmd l*as recently been entrusteil with the distribution 

work of the Lnolish .Sewiiie (iottoii Coui|)any*Limite(.l, much to 

* • ' ^ 

the .idvaut.ij'e of all conceriie(.l. 
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Much Has been said of the “practical’’ monopoly created by 
the combination of these lirms, but such charges arc wholl/ 
without foundation. A monojioly cannot exist in a free marl>et. 
So long as the market is free, a successful manufacturer may 
secure *a large payt or nearly all of the trade, but there is no 
monopoly. He obtains his trade solely because he gives the best 
value to the consumer, 'I'his is the whole secret of the so-called 
Coats monopoly. No restgctivt- Jegislation has creatcnl it. No 
“log rolling” has been emijloyed to reach the present position. 
It is perfectl)' fair^ind legal. (tlijectors are free to compete if 
they choose. And the)- do so. I he chairman of the ('umjiany 
st.ited, in 1X97, tliat there were more than twent\ sewing cotton 
manufacturers in this country, and some of llittni l.irge and 
wealth)-, and over forty on the Coniinent of I'.urope, all competing 
with Mc.-ssrs. Co.its in a free 'market. This st.'itement is now 
much witliin the mark, ft)r at present there are about fort) home 
lirms, of more or less importance, making sewing cotton in 
comp<aition with J. N 1 ’. t'o.us, l.imip-d, apart altogether from 
any of the firms inckuletl in the Knglish .Sewing (.'otton Comp.'iny, 
l.imitt-d. riiere -are also several wholesale houses who have 
factories for winding and twisting ^sewing cotton. A reliable 
authority has stated that there are at, least iKo firms outside the 
Coats combination freel)- supplying the s;ime markets. 

The business of Messrs. Coats has been btiilt up by careful 
study of the wanes and interesj^s of the consumers, buyers have 
learned tht; superiority of Coats’ and Clarks’ thread, tind insist on 
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havin'^ it, and a reputation thus attained is‘not easily- disturbed. 
It i.s a monopoly of capacity, 'rhese firms are only rca])iiyo- the 
well-deserved harvest lollowin;^' upon years of laborious effort. 

Nor can it be sAid with truth that the interests of the con¬ 
sumers of .sewin'’; thread have been nei^lecled, in order to make 
cxcepUonally lart^e profits. Ihe price obtained is the normal 
competition v^alue in a perfectly free market, and is fixed by 
causes which the Messrs. Coats did not cr<;ate, and from the 
operation of V’tjjich, whether for their benefit or against it, they 
cannot escape. 

A manufacturer has to deal with two mark<;ts, neither of which 
lu; can control. .Messrs. Coats cannot buy their raw cotton, spun 
yarn, or Labour at a less price than is given for the.se factors of 

m 

production by other competitors. They must pay the market 
price, or go witliout the article. 'In like manner, they cannot sell 
their |)roduct for more th.in the ]>ublic will give for if, or for a 
higher price than other makers are offering to take for .an ecjual 
article. .Such is the unalterable economic position of all maiiu- 
factuna'S. I he jirice the)' can buy and sell ,at is not of their 
fixing, and is beyond their grasp. 

But betweiai these two markets lies the region wheae jirofit 
can be made. 'I he m;inufacturer who, by skill and economy 
can diminish the amount spent on production a*nd distribution 
receives, and rightly receives, the reward of his ability, as, in 

the contrary case, he would receive the piinishnuau of his 

1 . . . .* . 

incapacity. This is the .sjihere in which the Coats conibination 
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make lhei^ large profits. They deal in sums so large, that 
a small percentage; of waste, (‘xlravagance, or incapacity i’’ 
management, would amount in a year to a fabulous sum. 
On the other hand, wise t;conomies and ‘good organization in 
[troduc^ion and distribution secure profits which are large; 
because; the business is large. Messrs. Coats’ accounts com- 
))risr; the profits of sixt<;(;n separate anel distinct inanufacturing 
ceincerns, the returns from e)ve;r sixt)' branch houses, and, in 
addition the)- ha\ e more- than a hunelred aiuj, lifty depots in 
all parts of the ^world, and they have; over se ven thousanel 
different 'prie:es, anel sell in thirl) fore-ign eurreneie-s. I'heiir 
le-dger accounts e-xee-e-d a hundred thousand. 

Purlhe-r, it may be said th.'it the ITolecliec legislation of seiine 
fetreign cenmlries, not inte-nde-d to lienelil us, has done- not ;i little 
to swell the profits of Messrs, (io.its’ shareholders. fhe ehairinan 
of the Cevinpaii)’, in iSejp, staled that they he;lel share;s in IweiKe 
manufilcfuring conee-rns in foreign countries, tinel b) far the large-r 
jiart of their entire jirofits w;is derived from investments in these 
comitanies, anel not from mills in the United Kingdom. The 
explanation is'.simple. The st;lling price in these; Prote-ciive 
e;e)untrit;s is mainlaineel by the tariff at a high le-vel exjiressly 
to be‘ne;fit the: leical pre)ducer. I his, in man) case-s, midse-s him 
easy :ibe)ut impreiving his methods. When, ihere-lore-, there- 
comes u|ron the scene a manufacturer se) tho.’-eiLigh'.y verseel by- 
long exjieriencei in all the- econetmies eif productiem as ;ire the 
Me.ssrs. Coats (the selli'ng price- being still kt;pl up by the tiiriff). 
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a very substantial inaroin of profit falls to his share. No doubt 
the foreign statesmen who enacted these tariffs diil not intend 
to favour ISritish cnter[)rise at the expense of their own jieople, 
but that is the re.sult which their .union has produced ; and 
this is not the only case in which hostile foreitfii tariffs have 
worked out .so a.s to compel the foreitjner to |)ay tribute to 
this country. . 

• dhi' ereat comliinalion prew naturally out ol economic 

conditions, aiuHar from being an injury to the community, it 

* 

is a great benefit, and is in itself a most, interesting objecl 
lesson, as showing in a very marketl manner the success which 
always follows the a))plicalion of integrity, enterprise, and perfect 
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PRESENT I’dsiTlON OF THE THREAD INDUSTRY IN 

PAIS'LEY 

‘ I Tl K present ])ositi()n' of th'o thread indust^' in Paisley can 
* best be |)laced , before our readers by' reproducing 'the 
most recent K<;p(Srt and Halanct^ Sheet of Me'ssrs. J. N; P. Coats, 
Limited, for the year endintj 30th June, I90(). 

To this Rei)orl we may add an estimate of the present 
market value (buyers) of tlie dilferent fjrms of the Ca])ital : 


CM'IIAI III I .V (l>AI.. I,I.M(IKI> 

Kai u Vai till. 

Sl.M 1. Lv.li.uig. last 
!•.( 1 )i‘( eiiibci, nyih 
(P.iiyi is) 

S M V Al t )• 

Vai III. 

PiTfpri nrr Slmivs (;^io each), 

^'2,500,000 


/■ 4 ,093-750 

Pivlrmd Ordinary Stock (^ lo i 

[•ach). 3 000.oco 

£ 4<)'/2 

14,850,000 

Ordinary Shares (^,'i each). 

4,500,000 

S'*- 3 'i- 

28,181,250 

Dchcnlurc SUak (^^loo <'ach), 

917,120 

X'oy 

999,987 

- 

;^IO,917,420 


;£48,124,987 


Even those wlu) have little, aittitude for understanding 
fijriires, wall readil)' observe from this statement that a proj)erty 
which the shareholders purchased for eleven millions sterling', 
has become, io valuable apd popular that there are buyers in 
the market willino id pay forty-eight millions for it. 



J. & P. COATS. LIMITED. 

-— 


I)I UKCTORS. 


ARCHIBALD COATS. Chuirmmi. 

SiH .lAMKS COATS. Baht. 

Sill THOMAS OI-KN-COATS, Bmit,. M.I'. 
.Sill JAMKS KINO, B.A11I. 

.Sill WILLIAM AKHOL. 

CHAULKS LKWIS BROOK. 

.STKWAUT CLARK. 

KKNNKTH M. CLARK. 

,J. O. M. CLARK. 

PETKR COATS. 

.Wr/v/.u//, W. I>. STEWART. 


GF.OROE COATS. 

PEl'ER MACKENZIE COATS. 
WILLI.\M HODOE COATS. 

P. HERBERT COATS. 
I■■,RNE.ST S. COA'l'.S, 
r. .1. IIIR.S'I’. 

O. E. I*11ILIPP1. 

E. A. PHILIPPI. 

W. P. .Sri’.WART. 

./.V.W/. .sV.//.. CH'aUI.ES MONEY. 


UKrOUT OF TIIF, niUKCTOHS 

ro BE SFHMITTi:!) TO TTTE SIXI EENI'H ANNl A1, ORDINARY OENERAI. MKK’I INC, TO 
UK H1?LI) IN I'llK MKRCHANTS- HALL. I WK.SI' OKOROK STRKKT, OL.A.SOOVV, O.Y 

Tiivusn.iY. rm: jgii, n.ir or \oi rMnrii. n),> 6 . at rwKi.vK o'clock noon. 

I'hc directors lir^ to snlmiil to Ihc Shari'holdrrs llu* Stalrnu-nl <>!' ActMunils j’or tlu* v<‘ar to 

jotli Jiiiir, H)0^ 

Nfl IN'olil for tin- ytar, aftor <aiT>ino tlu- sinu of* ^.41,797 i is. 9(1. do l)i |>n( jatioii .V«roimt, 
iinouiils to ^’,974 ,OaS 8 9s. 4(1. (inclndmo /,f»3,9.>3 >s. c^d., «liich properh b(loiij*:s to last \far). 'I'liis, with 
4479.908 8s. 8(1. hroiif*hl forward I'naii last \< ar, makes a total of /..S 45v^'99f» 18 o 

iiid after d«‘diulin‘4 Delxulure Inti rist, paid and accrued for tlie year, t)i\idei)d of 6 per 
•eid. on I'referenee Share.s, (Quarterly Duidends on IVeferred Ordinary .Stock and 

)rdinarv .Shares, ]>aid to oOlh»Iune, and Income I'aN. etc., as per Balance Sheet. 1,409,284 12 9 


.I 3 

iiiil liiial (^ii.Ti'lcrly 1 )i\iiR nds Ciir tin- yr.-ir i-iiili il 3olh .linir, |iiiiil since tli.it (lute on- 
PTcrciTcd Ordniiii v .Slock, ^otli Sc|itcndici-, 5 per cent. ; 150,000 o o 

()rdinar\ .Shares. ;oth .Septemher, 5 per<*enl., • 225,000 o o 

375,000 o o 


Iku’c nniiains a balance of 

vhieh the l)ireel(»rs r(‘<‘onimend should he dealt with as follows: 
i’o Dividtnid Beserxe I'und Account, . . 

,, Ikjiuis of IS. per Share, 

^ ,, INuision I'und Account, 

Marine and Fire rnderwrilin;' Account, ... 

„ Detienture Frcmimn Account, ... 


/:i/i6(),77 2 5 3 


^450,000 o o 
225,000 o o 
120,100 19 9 

141;,52K 4 9 

25,000 o o 

969 629 4 6 


eavin^f a balance to be carried forward of ... ® 9 

vhieh is subject to Auditors’ Fees, Bonus, etc. " " 

• 

In terms of the Article' (»f Association and the order of relircinenl arian^ed, the followinf^ Directors, 
sir'riioMAs^i.KN-CovTs, Bart., M.F., Sir Aititoi., Messrs. Pki kii ('o\ts, P. M. ('o\ts, VV. 11. ('o\t.s, and 

S.'Co\Ts, retire at this time, and are eligible for re-el<‘clion. I’lie Ihmrd^’eeonnnends their re-election. 

The Direclitrs be^ t# rep()rl that, ha\in#j: eiuisidered it*ad\isable durin;^ tjft- ^’car ^o add anotlier Director 
.0 the Board, tiny elecleii M * Fk Ai,i:\. I'milh'IM a Director of the (’oinpaiiy, and now recommend tin* Share- 
loldei’s to eontirin his eh,,^^)ii. 

The Auditors, Mes.srs. I’l U 9 r\M», ^’o^N(is tS; (k)., and Mr. Dwin W. KinsroN, being eligible, offer them¬ 
selves for re-election. 

H> Ohdkk oi*Tni: Boaho, 

\V. P. S'l'KWAB'lk StTrelanf. 

•'laUJI'SI.IK TllltKAI) WoHK.S, * 

Paisi,i-.y. •«’(//// I '. Hir ,, 




J. Sc P. COATS, 

Balance Sheet at 


'I’o Share Capibil Authorised and Subscribed— • 

250,000 6 j)er cent. Preference Shares of ^10 each, fully paid,,.. ;^2,500,000 o 
^3,000,000 Pnd'erreal Ordinary StiK’k, fully paid, ... ... *3,000,000 o 

4,500,000 Ordinary Sliares of each, fully |Miid, 500,000 o 

^10,000,000 o 

„ Debenture Slock, al 33 per cenl.. . ... ... 917,420 o 

„ Interest on Debeiiliire Sloek, half-year to date, payable 1st ,lul}. * 

Dividend and Inlcrpt Warrants onlstandiiifi, 

„ .Sundry'frade Aeeouiits, 

„ Marine and Fire rnderwritin;;' Aeeoiiul,.. . . 

„ Ucserve Fund, . .. ^ 

,, Dividi'iid Pesene I'liiul, ... ‘ 

,, IVnsHui l‘iind for Fan))loye<‘s, . ... ^250^000 o 

,, ,, transCenaMl lo Central Aj»eney, l-ld., 20,100 19 

* f. - 

„ Suspense Ae<*onnl Provision a^*ainst depreciation <if ln\eslmenls. .. ^ 

,, Profit and D)ss Aeeoniil 

Ihilaiiee at (‘nalil, as belctw, .* ^2,974,088 9 

Halaiiee from ^olh .Inne, 1905,' ... ^79,908 8 

\ - 

Dettufi 

Inlerest, on Debeiilnn* Stock for Ihe yt^ar, ^.3fi»4b2 8 o 

Dividend of 6 per cent. (»n Prel<‘reiiee 
Shares, 3 per cent, paid 31st December; 

3 per cent., 3otb .lune. .. ... . . 150,000 o c 

(Quarterly Dividends on Pn-ferred Ordinary 
Slock, 5 per cent, paid 31st D«‘cembcr; 

5 piT c<‘iit., 3!sl‘March; 5 )ur emit., 

•Uttli June, ... . 450,000 o o 

(Quarterly Dividends on Ordinary Shaves, 

5 per eenl. paid 31st Dceembi r ; 5 per 

cent., 31st March; 5 ]>er cent., 30th June, 675,000 o o 

Income'Fax ]»aid, l<‘ss retained, . . ... 92,204 '9 10 

Debenture Premium paid in excess of 

amonnl provided, ... ... ... 5 J ‘*7 M 

. -1,409,284 12 


o 

o 

o 

• 

o • 

o 

/;fo,917,420 o o 

•7.257 •• • 

. 37 «. 8 S 5 i 7 8 
266,524 o 10 
350.47' '5 3* 
, 3,500,00b o o 

450,000 o o 
o 
<) 

229.899 o 3 
185,096 o 6 

f 

4 

8 

o 


2,044,712 5 3 


340.235 io_'o 

Dr. ' ' Profit and Loss Account for 

'I'll (ifiKTiil ('lilirKi's fur Miiiuigumciil Saliiries, Ex|)cnses, fVe^, <it Dwi-cliirs, 

AiiHitiirs' Kees. etc., .. ... ... ... •• ;£ 4 ^. 97 J 8 6 

„ Halaiu'c carried to lialancc 2,974.08.8 9 4 


^3.021,058 I ^10 

ARC'HI'. COATS, Cliainiinn. In accordance with tlic |irovisioii..i of the Coiniianics’ Act. 1900, 

W. I’. ST 1 ' 7 \VART, Semiari/. Shareholders fhat wc have examined and coni|iared this 

Ralancc Slieels and Returns received from The Central 
a 'true and eorreet view of the state of the C.om]Kmy’s 

Paisley, joIIi (Mober, igo6. 




limited. 

JOth June, 1906. Cr> 


Jy Capitiil Expenditure,.incliidiiig (Juiidwill and l’r()]>erty cuiiiprised 
in the orifjiu.'d imreliase in i<S90; the I'Apenditiire in eiirryinj; 
out the arrangements with other Companies, inelmling CioikI- 
will find Shfires aeipiired therein and pi'niifinenl Eoaiis to 
those Companies; also Investments in .Shares of other Sidi- 
sidiary Coin|jnnes as per Ihdanee Sheet of ,;olh .liine. 11)05, 

Additional Scares in Suhsidiarv (vanpanies and other Capital 
Kxpemlitiire for ye;n- ending 50!,lnne, 1906. 

Less Depreeiation on Kergiislie I hread Works 

, for year to 5olh .lone, ../, IC 7')7 '' ‘I 


12 2 

yi.oy.S .S .S 
y*9,Si2,Soo o 'o 


Dednet Renew,ds and Tnmsfers of 
.Amounts previoieJy reser\cd agfonst. 

,Maehim rv at l■'erguslie. now super¬ 
seded. * ••• h,30f ( 5 

_ 35.4,5' 7 4 


Rook Debts, .Agents' Ralanees. ete.. filter dedueling eslimatifl 
Discount aiiu .'.‘o. .ding tor Rful and DouhttuI Di 4 its, 

Stock of (ioods find Stores. 


/.(). 777 . 3 hS 13 <> 
1,229.239 9 8 
1,478,001 9 8 


,. (!ash at Itaiikers ,in<l in hand, 

., Bilks Reeeii’ahh', 

„ hueslments, Doans, and .Advaiiees against Mortgages, 

., Advances to .Suhsidiarv Conipaines for Stoek apd AA'orking 
I'.speiises, and Du idemis deelared hut not received hv this 
Coiiipaiu at till- date of this Balance Sheet, 


'.721,534 9 o 

04(>,943 '° 2 

2 , 5 ^’ 9 .'?f '^5 '> 3 


917.302 12 7 


^i8..340.235 'o 


Year ended 80th June, 1906.’ 



Or. 


By 1 ‘rofit ami Dividends for tfie veiir, inehiding Duideiids and Interest from .Suhsiilifiry 
Coiimyiies, and after making provision for Depreeiation and Bad and Doidilf id Detits, 
„ Rpiils, 

„ Iransfpv 
„ liiU*r(*sl, 


/, 2,908,333 12 8 

6,630 11 5 

821 13 o 
'O.5.273 ° 9 


yr3.021.058 17 10 


we herel.y certify that all our requirements as Auditors have heci/complied with .mil »i [ I’*"- >- t ' 

Bidaiiee Sheet anil the I'rotit and la.ss Account with l«c Books and A omdiers at ' , "' .nms 

•Agency, l.imited. Branches, and Snlrsidiari Companies, and we are of oi.imoii that the Bal.mee Sheet e.slid.its 

Hflairs as shown by the Books. 'TCIUJUAND, YDIINOS A CO., 

DAVID AV. KIDSTON, 


• Aiidilors. 





REPORT AND ACCOUNTS 



FERi.r-suK Thread Works. 
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Present Position of the Thread Inoustrv 
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The Reserve Fund could of itself pay the Preference fixed 
vi'.vidcnds, and a jjood commercial dividend on the Pri-ferred 
and Ordinary Shares for many years, even if no profit whatever 
were beino made dunn}:^ that time. 

The dividend on the Ordin.iry Shares has b'-en as follows: 


i8q7, 

1898, 

1899, 
1000, 
1901, 
190’. 
1903, 
1003. 
1905, 

1900, 


20 

[ter cent! 





• 



on 

/'.3,oot'.(xx). 

30 


and 

bonus of to , ' 




, 


. 20 



20 




■ C;ipit;^l increased in 1901. 

20 





t 

20 




£ 

.Shares—/,'q, .300,000 

20 






20 

A 





20 


and 

bonus (jf 5 , 




Such results iire imusual in industrial concerns, ami ha\e 
had some remarkable conseciuences. 1 hiy i)roduced (pule a 
“boom’’ in industrial “combines.” Investors lost their heads 
altoe^elher, ;ind promoters were not slow to “ratify their 
demands. Combines of till sorts of impecti.iious firms were 
placed upon the market, ;inj:l. for a time almost anything could 
be floated. Ventures ot the most dubious character were 
.applied for, far in excess of the amounts re(]iiired. But time 
brought about ;i startling revulsion. Not om: of all these 
combines had the staying power »of Coats. bhey quickly got 
into difficulties, and most of them had a long ant! weary ro:id 
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to travel on llie ”oo(l filtl lines of care ami economy before 
they ;4ot out of the mess. It is not an unfair inference to' 
draw, that the investint; i)ul)lic dro|)ped, at least for a tiine. 
as much in these' xentures as had been L;ahied by the remark- 



( I'AI''’ Mills \l I'l IK.I S| II , 


able and lej.dtimate success of thi' innocent cause of all this 

« • 

speculative mania. 

I he mills of the Coats Combination in Vaisiey cover ;i 

hundred acres of ^round. They posse.ss an ii^nregate ^en^ino 

> . • * ' 

forces of thirty thousanil horse power re(|uirino a djuly coii- 
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sumpt of four luiiKlred tons of coal—to drive half a million 
of spindles; and they f^ive employment directly to over ten 
thmisand persons, while thirty tlniusand may he taken as the 
total mimher of tlie employees ol tlie Comliinalion in all 



Ci.MiKs' Mii.is Ai Si,I,.. 


countries. Of these, the majority are ^\rU and women, raiyoino 
from fonrt(;en ye.irs of a»e to fifty and more.* The hohlim 
turniii” and dyein;^ departments are staffed e.\clusively hy males. 

The rate of pay is liberal. A .ijirl who haj just left school, 
at the* a^^e of fourteen, usually starts with a' wtiL;e .of about 
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6s. 6cl. [KM- W(.H‘U, a’dvanciiifj accordinjr to merit till 158. per 
week is attaiiKMl. 15s. may he taken as a fair averaj^c; w|age ' 
among the women ; though, on the other hand, it has to be 
borne in mind there are oth('rs who r(.'ceive as much as ^6s. 
and 3SS.' per forlniolu. 



I'. \ Mn IUiH io\. 


I lie; male op( r,ui\M‘s begin work ait fourteen yetirs of agi-, 
start with 7s. per week, ;iiul gnuliialK rise till their wa'>(‘s 
e(|ual those; of good tradesmen. 

Work sl.irts tii 6 ,\.m, l!reaki;ist from (J to 10, dinner 
from 2 to 3, the Sahoiir o( the«day terminating ;it 6 r.m. The< 
total working hotirs per week ;ire liftt-live ;ind ;i half. 
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The consumption of bobbin wooti is cnofinous, ami threatened 
at one time the practical di-forestalion oi Scotland. Pirnmill, 
in *Arran, marks the site of a saw mill which deiuKled the 
west coast of Arrafi of its fairy garniture of scrubby ashs and 
birks, and then-, were many such small mills scaltored over 
the West I lii>hlands. Scotland still contributes its .share, but 



‘AlU IHIIAI.H 
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the bulk of the wood noyv. used in Paisley lor the threatl trade 
is imported from the Nofth of Piurope and from North America, 
.and anniKilly averages lifleen thousand tons, producing; about 
two humired a<nd fifty millions of spools a n.-markablc chaii.t^e 
from the time when James Ckp-k ordered tlx; s])Ools by half a 
oross* at a time, and carried them home in fiis coat* ])ockel. 


'I'jIE Paislev TiIKEAI) 


7« 

The |)fescnt Directors of Messrs. J. & P. Coats, Limited, 
number nineU^en. We re|)rodLicc the portrait of the Chairmani. 
Archibald Coals, Es(j., of V\h)odsid(?. 

I'o determine the deirrees of merit ji/stly due respectively 
to e.ich of thest! gentlemen for the Lfreal results obtained, 

f 

would be ;in im|)Ossible task, and invidious if it were possible. 
Amontr them wen; those who, by |)atienl labour and busine.ss 
ability, created the eoiidilinns of success. There .also was the 
tfenius c;i|)able of oraspintt the vast ] toss ibi I ilia's thus create^l, 
and the consummate sisill re(|uired to c.arr\- out the gre.at en- 
terprise. .Nothing succetals like succe.ss, and large as was the 
price which they .asked for the business, subsequent evaaits 
have shown that the vendors might, like Lord Clive, be 
“.astonished at their own moderation." Tht; pidjlic were not 
long in putting a much higher value upon their ])urchase. 
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HTHK ;iiT;uy;(‘ni(Mit of tlu; mills is kcyi in touch with the 
• * i;U(;st ;i(lv;incL's. Chmi^cs ;ii\(.l imiirovcini nis arc con- 
tjntially t^oino (»», the tcntl<'nc\ hciiir; always towards diminished 
s|)a(:e and more rapid |)rodueiion riirt ty \e:jrs aL;o the spitidles 
ran about three thousand revolutions jier minute; n(»r they run 
iiami i:it;'hl to ten theaisand, and the s|)ace oeaupiisl is less. 
In the construction, aiul fn“(|uent reconstruction ol parts ol 
the mills, every attention is paid to the health and eomlort ol 
the workers, combineil with efficieticy and speed. Itxeellent 
ventilation, sanitation, and cleanliness «'haraeteri/.e e\erv part 
of tin: works. 'I'he hewest inventions* in madiinei) are con¬ 
sidered, and, if found n'ood, .are readih' adopted, no matter ,at 
wh.it cost. All obsolete'm.ichiner)' has a short shrilt. Idectric 
liohtina and drivint; are '^r.idually supemediin^ the older 
methods. 

Tin: serious risk of ,lire ab.sorbs attetition. ,Sj)rinkler.s, 
])ortable lire extinguishers, and buckels filled with water are 
installed all over the ])lace, while an u])-to date lire, engine— 
manned by the emiiloyees and ipider a professional lire-master 
ensures prompt measures in case of‘emergency. \< .atchmen 
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patrol the? buildings all night, and their visits are automatically 
registered by a clock, so that no shirking of this essentijil 

i 

inspection can lake place without being discovered. 

Accidents, especially to the iing<;rs, arc not uncommon, and 
in evjTy room there is a Red Cross bf)x, containing the 
necessjiry re(|uislles for first aid. Attendance at ambulance 
classes is, in a manner, compulsory on the m.ile workers. 



li.M.'i -’J’niKHS* Scil<«H.. r'llRlif M.ll . 


A l.irge sum is set aside ('ach year for tin- Pension Fund, 
which now amounts to over /, 200,000. From this fund all okl 
and ilestirving workers are liberally provided for. 

The two firms continue to take that lively interest in the 
welfare and ediK'atioii of the work-])eo|)le, which was always 
practised by the worthy men who found^ed tke industry. 
Kvening classes are provided for the younger men, the 
attendance Kt ‘Ahich is in some degree compulsory, iilthough 


MaN'AiU-MKN 1 


Si 


ihc whole expense 'is hy ilie linn. Lnu.-i ol ’nhilily ;ire 

Wansferntd from these sVhools to the 'I'eclinieal (.iolleee, where 
their progress is noteil, aiul those wlio show aptitude are 
marked for pr()moli<y>n in tlie mills. 

The eduration oi ilie xonnyer yirls is provided foi in the 
eleeani Hall-l'imers' Seliool. of wliieli we L;ive an illusli'ation. 



Cih(m:t Kinii, rnu.isi.ii. 


No expense lias been ,,|)ared in fittiiiL; up tltis commodious 
buildin|a, and ahliouLth, owiii” to an alteration in the I'iducaiion 
Act, it is not now absolutejv neces.sary, it is maintained in the 
interest of the \ouni; people. 

In a convenient meadow near to the I'Cr^iislie works, ample 
accommodiuion is provided lor tennis, cricket, and loolball i^ames, 
where hundnals of the workers may be seen enjyyin;^ themselves 
in the summer evenings. Beautiful bowiing greens,*with suitable 
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i)ffices, li.ive IxA'ii Torincd com ciiicnl to both the Anclior and 
Fertruslie Mills, when- the inlcrcsl is manUained by much friendly 
rival r). 

Near to this field a number ol moTlel cotlaoes in the ^ 
Mnj^lisR self-coiUaiiK'd lashiou hax’e been built b\' the him 



(Inn1 lc)>ii. M M . 


.1 style of dwelling which mii^hl with advanlaoe be multiplied 
in I’.iisley. 

h'or youni; ^t;irl workers who ma\ reside at too threat a 
ilistance, or who may not ha\(‘ the benelit ot a home, a resi 
deuce, under an esiierienced matron, has been built, where, loi 
a limited [laym mt, these \oun” people can enjoy much home 
comfort. 



MaNAC.KMI'.NI’ 


( oLiiUry and seaside excursions are also admirably organized. 
On the summer holiday the “ Sma’ Shot Saturday" of the old 
\v<‘iv(;rs—the first .Saturday of July, the thrcatl workers hav'e a 
trip, which the\’ manage with wonderful ability and forethought. 
They generally arrange for six or seven dilfereni <,'.x'.-ursions, 
which fre(|uentl\ .reijuirc two or thrci- trains to each |)la(e. 
The younger .girls are grou|)ed together, sometimes numbering 
iifteen hundrt'd, and on arriv.d at 'iieir destination the\ tiiul 
e.verything arrartged b) some ttf the older hands. Am|)le 
relreshinents are provided, and disti ibutt.’d in a wellordered 
nnuiner, accoriling to the departments to which vIk; workers 
l(elong. I'ents are protided on the chance of bad weather. 
Music is abundant, and dancing aiul sports are c.irried on, 
anil prizes given—amounting on some occasions to ,/,,50. I he 
charge to each of the younger' girls is merel)' nominal. As 
many as ten thousand trippers connected with the thre.id trade 
will .sometimes enjo\ a holiday in this intinner. I'he workers 
make all the arrangements themseUes, anil long e.xperience 
has (|ualified them well for this duty. A charge is made in 
every ctise, but the linn makes up any deficit. 

Mach of thi; fiats has wjiat is known as a “Holiday Hank." 

Weekly contributions are .made to it by the thrifty girls, and 

* • 

one of their plumber is aijpointed banker. When the summer 
holiday si;ason comes round, some of thi; girls will receive as 
inuch as /'lo each. It is stateci that sometinles 12,000 has 
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been <>allierecl in (lurin;^ the year - a remarkable illustration 
alike of oood wa^es anil of prudent economy. ^ ' 

The fair, and even oenerons, manner in which the tliKad 
firms have dealt with their workers. h;is had the usual excellent 
results. (iood s/nise and friendly feelino have overcome with 
ease such difficulties as have arisen, and, there never htive 
been any protracted, labour disjiules. In a rec/mt instance, a 
difference arose which required some time to adjust. The delay 
was not occasionisl by any unwillingness to* >invc.stiL;ate :ind 
remedy any alleoiid i^rievance. but because of the possibli- far- 
reachinq ("onsequences of an unwise or hast)’ decision. I'he 
workers waited with becomiietj patience, and the revised rates, 
when decided, were made retrospective, so that some of the 
oirls had as much as /, 15 to receive; at the adjustment. I'his. 
no doubt, showed that the complaint was well founded, but 
it also showed tlu' reluliness of the linn to do tierfect iu.slice 
to their enqiloyees. 



CHAPTER IX 
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’ I *H F. loading men in the; lhre:ul trade have at all times 
* taken a* lively interest in the welfar" of the town. We 
frequently find them as memthtrs cf the Town Council and 
Magistrates of fhe Burgh, and in several instances they have 
filled the office of I’rovost, and always with acceptance. But 
more particularly tlu;y ha\e taken a special inter.'.a in, ami 
freely given their personal services to, all projects lor improving 
the condition (jf tin; peoj)le. I'ln-ir names are to he fouiul on 
the governing hoards of every institution and .society, educatiniiiii, 
philanthro])ic and religious, in the town. During tin; dark da)s 
conse(|uent u|)on the decay of the shawl trade, they tlid much 
to tide ovc:r th(.‘ period of sufiering through which the town 
passed, on its way to tlv prest iit impr<.)ved economic position. 
When succ(;ss (lowed in uj)on them, they ilispensed their wealth 
with a liberal hand, and the town is enriched and .adorned hy 
many substantial evick-’M-es* of their benefactions. 

In the prosperous time.< of the weaving tr;y.le in Ikiisley, there 
was no pressing necessity for ;i Bublic Bark. The town was not 
large, and the immediate neighbourhood aboundetl in delightful 
W'jilks i^nd charming country scemsry. But as tlfe town incrtaised, 
and factories multiplied, the want of a park began to be much fell. 
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John Love (1747-1828), ;il one time a successful manufacturer, 
was an enthusiastic (lorist. He accjuirec! about seven acres 06 
land on the road to Ineliinnan tile portion which is now c;.![ed 
l.ove .Street—and fornual there the llojie I'emiile Gardens. 
Many falualile and interesting; jilants wi:re collected, and the 
eardmis were well slocked, and became a place of jiublic resort. 
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riiere was also included a Museum of tieulo^itwl .uid botanical 
s|)edmens, which, in 1S37, was under the care ol Mr. William 
.Small, lint misfo.-ume overlook the owner, and the eslate went 
into the hands of trustees. 1 he .,t;lory had deparieil ; and, 

becoming known as I.ove’s I'olly, W was transformed into a 

* 

market warden, where the children were accustomed to 40 lor 
entertainment when the strawberries and eooseb.’rries'were rijie. 

()ffered htr (i.de in 1866,,it was boueht privately by Mr. 
rhomas 'Coals of I''er4uslie. He enclosed and r(‘-arranj;ed the 
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whole ])l;ice, huilt convenient waitini^-roonis and a lodj^e, and 
trec^ed a splendid fountain in the centre. 'I'lie ])lace was tlien 
na.ned 


founlain (5ar^cn5. 



V I \1N ( I \JtlH N- 


It w.as j)re''eMted to the town liy Mr. Coa's, on itnh May, 
iS()8, looetlier with .in e^idowmi'in o( in order that 

it mi^ht he ni.nniained yr tile o()od ol tlie cominnnity, Iri'e 
of charoe. 'I'his endowment was further anofnented In' his 
eldest son. Mr. I.imes (.'o.ils, Junr., of l''erqnslie, in 1.S02, hy 
/;’,o()o, and aoain, in hy,/'2,oo(i, so that the total en 

dowment now amounts to _/, k i.(.ioo. 
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This mn^nificcnf gift was only the for(!runner of many more 
which the thread manufacturers luive given to the town. ^ 

At the nic'etings oi th(' Plvilosopliical Institution, the de.^ir- 
ahleness of a town Museum vvvis lre<|uently <*Npressecl, Init lack of 
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funds preveiiKsl any action, till the |irohlem was solved in an 
imeNpected wav. On 22 nd January, it was announced diat 

Mr. Peter Coats intended to hiiild and.present to the town a 

I 

* 

flDuscum an^ Xibrar?. 

0 

The Libraries AlH was adojited.by the community on 2.Sth March, 
1H67, anrf the buiUling commenced in I lig'h Strei't, at an estimated 
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cost of 15,000; but, as everythin<r was done in the most siib- 

j»tantial and complete manner, tlie ultimate cost must have been 

» 

far beyond this limit. 

The honour of knighthood was conferred u[)on Mr. Peter ’ 

Coats on 2nd July, 1869. 'I'lie building was transferred to the 

Pown Council on 23rd .Sejrtember, 1870, on which occasion 
) » 

Sir Peter made a s|)eech which l.)reath(.-s such a noble spirit that 
v/(- subjoin a few passages. 1 le said : 

“The Musepui and Library I have conjoineil, because 1 regard 
them as appropriately related to one .aiKa'lier. The Museum is in 
many respects the com|)lemeni ol the Library - they tt-e intended 
to be mutually bel|)ful. Lor e.\am|)lc, the standard works in the 
Reference Library, say in botany, Ceology, or other l.)ranches ol 
Natural 11 istory, will be all the mori' prac tically valuable when 
there are sjcecimens and exaclK i.-^ystematized collections in the 
Museum to illustrate what has been pubbshed ; and, conversely, 
the specimc-'iis and collections \\ ill be mdre useful when the best 
writers in accessible works e.xplain their history, their ciiialities, 
and the relations by whiCi the\ are generalizcal. (Ajtplause.) Ol 
course. Natural History is loo w ide a field for an} thing like e.xhaiis- 
tive illustration b) a provincial Museum such ;is ours; but the 
study of each bninch can be best prosecuted, in the first instance, 
thromdi what is local, or nearest at hand, and, thei'efore, it is that 
1 expect ;i creditable representation of the chief features of the 

Natural History of Renfrewshire (Applau.se.), d'he industrial 

• ' • 

produers, manufactures, and anli([uilies, may alsL be adciquately 
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represented ; and 1 'think it is of importance, now that the Science 
and Art 1 )e])artmeiU is extcndin;^^ its c.t.tiniintitions over Hritaiik, 

f 

th:it diannims, as well as chemical ;ind other ;ipp;iratus, Ixt at liand 
in tlie Miisenin, tlitil it m;iy l)c ;i centre rtf benehcitil inlluetice, 

to he modified or extended ;n('ordin|j[ to circnmstances. (l.oiid 

« 

tipplitnse.) I he Keference Liliniry is close!)- connected with the 
Mnsetim, ;ind is septiraled from the ( ieneral Lihnir\-, that distrttc- 
lion may he, avoided. My aim is th;U the ])oor(,-st xoiith may hav 
access to the hesl hooks in his elforl ;it seir-im|)r(,)yement th;il the 
mechanic, the artist, tlu'>Sahh;iih-schoo! teacher, the niissionar\-, 
and the sj.n<lent in the Ihiiversii), m.iy find in it assistattce. 
(.\ppktiise.) 1 he (ieneral l.ihr;ir\, which will snp|)l\- hooks lor 

lamilv readini^, has heen snitaliK lurnislied h\ me. with ;i \'iew to 
\'oiin;,^ men, and the a^ed and the inlirm, spending in it nnoci-|ipied 
hours, and with ;i \iew also specialK to its heiiiL; a home lor 
thotit;htfi’il men in those dull da\s when there is no emplo\ment, 
ami the temptation often is stron;.; to sef-k stimnhints that oni) 
leave him sadiler ,m<l poorer. (A|iplaiise.) 1 siticerely hope that, 

iti this w,i\, it may pro\e .i hlessintt I'/y jtromotin” temperance, 
sohriety, and sell-,i espei t. ' 

In iSSj, .Sir I’eter CotUs m.tde e.xtensive .idditions to the free 

* 9 

l.ihrarv and Mnsi-mn, addin'' a Picture (ItilleVs, new Keference 
lahraiw KooiA, and enlarised Mtisemtt sp.ice : and, in i() 04 , his 
eldest son, Mr. |;n"cs Coats (now Sir Jtimesi of .Vachehdnmc, 
still further extended it. Phis most recent a<ldition enahled the 
Ifirectorw to'jiroN ide sp.tce for a jiermanent dlspla\- of the heattlifnl 
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• harness shawls, for which Paisley has earned a ,i;real reputation. 
A Loan P'xhibition of (hcsc and similar fabrics was held in 
June, 1005, and .itlnicied much attention. I'hc success of that 
E.xhibition, which k.-d to the permanent collection, was lar^el\' due 
to the |)ersonal exertions and i^enerosily of Mr. John RoV-erlson 
and Mr. Robert t.'ochran, both of whom have a hereditary interest 
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in this now vanished industry. i'he present collection, which is 
uiu(|uc of its kind, has been enrichetl b\ libera! donations ol 
shawls and printed fabrics from a lari.;e number of ladies and 
S>cntlemen in the town. , 

The P'ree Library contains over ;,7,ooo volumes, and the 
annual issues nuiifber about iScvooo. It has been augmented by 
iiKiny costly trills, amona which m;i^ be mentione*l the beautilnlly 
illuminated .Ashburton MS.S. of the fifteenth cehtur\, x.iiucd .it 
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^1,200, presented by Mr. y\rehibald Coats of Woodside, a son 
of Sir Peter C'oats. 

Mr. Tliomas Coals always took a sjiecial interest in scientific 
]}iirsuils, and was a steady supporter bf the Philosophical 
Instilurton. This Society, which was founded in i8oS, had, 

f 

like all such institutions, its periods of ]iros|)erity cind of 
adversity. I'he late Rev. William h'raser, H. 1 ,)., minister of 

the I'Vee Middle Church, ;pi earm^sl and accomplished student (>f 
science, did much to awaken interest in educational and scientific 
work, and the brothers 'Coats were early associated with these 
efforts, I'he want ol instruments was fell to be a hindrance 

to stud), and Mr. Ihomas (io.its, alwa\s liberal, presented a 

telescope to the Instilulion. Phis instrument vv;is aflerw.irds 

re])l;iced by otie of i^reater power, ;ind, itt the end, Mr. (ioals 
crowmed his rjilts by the ere('tion of 

Sbe . (Toate ©bseivatoi?. 

Phis biiilditie, after beini; splemhklly eijuipped, w;is tnitis- 
ferrt'd, oti tSth October, tSS2, to the Philosojihical Instilutioti, 
toj^ether with an etidowtnetU of /'-locjo, Mr. d'homas Cotits 
died oti 15th October, 1H.S5, but his family continued to Dike 
a warm itUeresi iti the Observ.itoty, ;tnd his Prustees added 
,^2,000 to the etulowmetu on i.ph Mtirch, i88..t. In 1892, 
Mr, Jatnes Coats, Jtmr., of I'ep^tislie, further e.xtended the 
buildinjas of the Observatory, .additie m;my vttluable insiruinetUs, 
and inefeasitig the etidowinent by /,'2,ooo; and again iti 189S 
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by a furtlicr sum of ^4,000, so ihal the cniirc ciuJowmeiU now 
amounts to 10,000. 



CoAT't Ohm Hwhinv. 


The Phil,oso|)liical Institution lias contimuxi to do n'oml work, 

and amon;4 its best friends and most earnest workers was the 

Jate Rev. Andrew Henderson, J.L.I)., F.R.A..S., minister of 
• ^ 

Abbey Close United Presbyterian Church. 
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Mr. 'Phonuis ('oats, brino an enjvinecr, naturally interested 
liiinself, as we have said, in scientific' and educational inatteir,, 
and was a liberal sujiporter of all efforts in this direciion. 

And here the writer of th(^s(; jiaj^es Aiay be lortjiven for 
relalinj,' an incident th<.' only occasion on which he had any 
intercourse with a ineinber oi the (oats family. 

t 

In those early (lays, befon* the rejieal ol , the ta.\e.s lai 

knowledge, a newsjiaper yost ioiirjience halipc.'nn), and did nftt 
contain as much matter as those now sold . for a halipenny. 
■file price was loo hipl'i'for working people, and reading rooms 
were estal;lished. One of these was the .'\rtizans’ Institution, 
which occupied part ol a buildine which stood on the e.\act 
spot where now the statue of I homas (.o.its is jikiced. Ibis 
Institution, of which Mr. Coats was a warm friend, besides 
pro\'i(line newspapers, established eveninp' classes, and held 

e\amina(ions in coniu.-ction with the .Societ)’ ol .-'.rts, so pavinp 

the wa\ for the advent of that ti'chnical education now considered 
.so essential. Mr. fhomas (foats was chairman of the local 
committee charged with the e.xaminaliofis. 1 )r. W. 15 . M'Kinlay, 
a well known medical practitioner ol that time, oflered a prize 
of a .Socic'ly of .Arts microsi'ojie to. the \'oune members ol the 
Artizans’ Institution for the best essay "On the benclits of 
scientific education to the arti/.an.” 1 he present writer, then 
a younj.> lad, was'the winner of this prize. ..It was presenled 
bv Mr. Co;Us at a jniblic meetinj^ on i6th .Seiitembcr, i86i, 
Dr. M'Kinlay femarking that he had retid the essay with 
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inU'i't.'si, <iihI ('Dininciuli'cl ii lo ilic iioUcc t>l tlu" youn;^ men. 

'Vlu' ;ilU:iUi()H ihiis c':ii*l\ drawn lo llu' subject of teclinical 

* 

eilucalion was not without results. 'I'lie writer, in altei- \ears, 
was one ol the louhders and lor some lime Cltairman of 
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I'he Incorporated We.iAine. l)\eint;. and I’l'iiuing f'ollepe ol 
(diiseow, tile ItMclino teclinical insiiiuiion in .Scotland in con- 
neclion with the textile industrt'. ' 

()n the jiassine- of the .Scotch I'.ducatioil i\ct, the interest 

which Mr. Ihomas Coats had tilwtivs ttiken in educational 

* • * ' 

matters was ackutiwledged by his townsmen 'in electiao him 
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the I'lrsl Chairmiiiv of the School Hoard, an office which he 
held till his lamenli.'d death in 188^. ' 

Mr. Coats was unceasing' not only in his labours hut in 
his generosity. Hi- "ave a donation ot •-/,4,tK)') in order that 
the lu'st four new schools, then heine built, should have 
twelve feet of air space per pupil in place of eit^lu feet. In 
the Ke|)ort for 1877, it is stated that, in conseejuence of this 
gift, “ riu; sanitary results have ahasidy proved ^ratifyint;. 
liy the wise restriction which the bene.voleipe of Mr. Co.ats 

has imposed as .1 condfUon of his j^rant of (he te.ichers 

« 

and the chihlren not onl\’ enjoy more space for work, but 
breathe purer air. . I'lie principal teachers of the m w 

schools b(>;ir uni|ualitied testimonv to the ercairr healthfulness 
of th(; ])upil le.ichers and the scholars, as resulting from the 
special arrangement givinL;' more ;iir S|)ace.” 

In 187ft, he also presented increase<l ])la\L;round accommo¬ 
dation lor the (ieor^e '.Street (or West) School, at considerable 
cost. liy his tact :ind business :d)ility. no less than b)' the 
conspicuous sincerity of pur|)os(;, he eteally facilitated the work 
of the .School l|oard. 

The rechnietd Collejrc .and .School of Art received from 

* • 

Me.ssr.s. J. H. Co.its a free site, of t;reat* value, in (leorge 
-Street, ;md 'a donation of /,3,000 ; to which Mr. James 
Cotits, junr., of Ferguslie, added ,6500, aivl othvr niembers 
of the family also gave considerable sums. 
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(tlai'li Zoww Iball. 

The warn (.)f a l’ul)lic Hall had lonj;' been I'eli in I’aisley, 
and several imsuccesslul attem|>ls had been made? to ereci such 
a buildinif. l.)iirinL; 1X72, largely by the exeriinns nf Mr. James 
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Clark of C'ha|)('l •louse. snLscriplions v\ere obtained which, on 
<Sth b’ebruar), ]<S7 ;, amounted to /, Tos. i>d. On 10th 

March, 1X7:;^ it was announcetl that Mr. (leor^e A. ( lark, of 
Newark, New Jersey, had left a leeacy of /^2o,ooo to build a 
Town 4 bill for his native town.* 
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riiit human inKu'c'st and syni[)aihy with the work pc;ople 
which have always mark('d the tliread manufacturers is nowhc re; 
better illustrated thmi hy a condition attached to this oift, 
riiat w;is the stipulation th;il there must be a kirjfe retidine' 
room 'for working men, where they could sit in comfort and 
enjoy ;i smoki', :ind that the room should he open from live 
o'clock in the mornint^' until twelve f)'clock at ni;;hl. Mr. (dark 
h.id ;i warm heart to the working man. 

On 8th June, the members of the C'larl-: family intimtited 
th.'lt they wdiild |)refer to undertake the whole expense of 
erectino' <-he hall to the memory f)f their deceased relative; 
:i promise which they fiiKilled in ;i princely manner. I'he 
subscription list was then closed, ;ind the money returned. A 
prominent site in the New d own, at the corner of the ()ld or 
.St. JaiiK^s’ PiridLje, w:is acqifired for /,'q,ooo, and the erection 
commenced ol the palati.il buildings which now .idorn this 
pjirt ol the town. Fhe cost of this sn|)erb structure hits Ix'cn 
estimated .it not less than /, iio.coo. 

What with the preliminaiw arranttements and other unfore¬ 
seen delays, it''took nearly ten years to complete the work. 
The foundations alone, beint;' so- near the river bank, must 
have iihsorbed a v.ist sum. rh(‘ buildint; was handed over 
to the Corporation on 30th January, 1882. The lartj'e hall 
rivals in hetiuty and convcnienci: any similar stn’icture in the 
West of Scotland, and the 'arious smaller halls are in kee[)injf 
with it. 






Coiiiu'cUul with these eifts to the tov\n 1 )\ the tlire;id 
n»;inufacliirers, may be iiienlioned 

ilbc Coats nDcmoiial Cburcb. 


I. 
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Althou”h not ;i eifl to tin; eoinmnnit}, it is a ;^reat ornament 
ttT tlie lown. It is attaelied lo the Ihiiitist denomination, and 
w:is erecy:‘d to the memory ol Mr. I homtis C o.its by liis lamily. 
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It is an oxquisitt structure of jreometrical Gothic arcliitecture, 
with a central lower which corresj)Oiul's well with its monumetHal 
character. 'I'he interior is rich in carvings., 'I'he alabaster 
j)ul[)it, the marhh; baptistry, the carved o'ak stalls, and the great 
organ* together make this one of the most bi'autifuk ecclesiastical 
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edifices in the couniry. The cost is understood to have been 
between _^ioo,cx:)0 and 

The style of liuilding, with its high arehud roof, is favourable 

to musical ofktcl's, and in accordance with its resemblance to an 

English Cathetlral, the .service has been made slightly more 
* •! 

orntite than is usual in Scotland, while the (juality of the pulpit 
utterances* has been maintained at a high intellectual level. 


Benefactions 
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tlbc TRopl.Hlcyanbra 3nfirmar\>. 

This institution li;is always rcccivtal llu; hi-.arty sui)])ort of 

the whole community. The employers ”ive larex- annual 

■ 

subscriptions for maintenance, the workmen of many firms 
in the town send annual contributions, and a substantial sum 
is raised annually by the proceeds of a concert held at " I he 
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Glen,” which hapj)ily comiyemorates P.iisley’s much loved poet, 
Robert 'rannahill. 

When it was found nec(^ssary to ix.-move f.can the site in 
Bridi;e .Street, which it had lon^ occu|)ied, to a more oi)en 
space in what is now called Jthe Barbour Park,^a lar^e Buildint;' 
ImjiuI was rtapiired. While keen interest was iwinced by the 
whole town in thi.; ”ood work, the thread manulacturcrs were 
cojispicuous for their munificence, ^ind this in addition to the 
lartjje sums which they annually subscribed for maintenaiice. 
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The firm of j. & P. Coals, Limited, contrihulod to the 

Huildin;^ Lund in 1003 a special donaViou of _^3,ooo, on condj- 

« 

tions, vvhicli were complied with, and which resulted in an 
acklilional sum of ,/^3,75o heiiiL; obtained from other suhscrihers. 

A dlazaar to li(|uidate the debt on the buiklinj^s and for 

( 

other purposes was held, and |)arliei|)ated in by all classes of 
the people. The youno men out up |)ri\ate lhe;Urical entertain¬ 
ments, .and the ihreatl mill i>irls did work for the Bazaar .ni 
many w.ays, including the niakinL; of tofk'e, wl^iiyh they sold for 
the 1)( nelil of the instiKilion. 

In addition to this, the threail manufacturers were con- 

* 

spiiuous for the special ttifts which they bestowed ujion the 
Infirmary. .Amon;.; these, Mr. Peter Coats of Carthland Place, 
a son ol .Sir Peter Coals, takes a hie;h pl.ice. Mr. Coals, as ;V 
Director, had loin.; taken an., active' part in the intinaoemenl, 
and by 'iiis ocnerosit). had assisted the Directors over many a 
diflieull), .uid enabled‘them to make iIk' Infirmary one ol the 
most complete in the country. 

lie undertook responsiliility for the'cost of the West Pavilion 
ami Ch.ipel, and, built a block which is set aptirl for infectious 
diseases, thus L;reatly assisting the organization ami working of 
the insiiiiition. lie further erected^ the beautiful and comjilete 
Nurses' Dome, which stands apart in the grounds of the 
Infirmary. It co'nlains accommodation for .jll the nur.ses, and 
is fitted iij) with an elegance and refinement such as Mr. Coats 
considered was'ajipropYiate to the devoted ladies who feirm the 
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nursing staff. He also cleared away much old jiroperty which 
(n'<*rlo()ked the Inrirmary, on the south-east side, iherelry adding 
to th*c amtniily and o])enness of the situation. 

Even these gift^ did not e.\haust his generosity to this 
deserving institution. lie was the means, hy a donation of 
^3,000, of founding “ I'he Paisley .Sick Relict P'und," which is 
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administered by the Directors, and has bei'ii of much bcneiit 
to many unfortunate sufhVers. 

At a meeting t)f tin; subscribers and others interested in 
the Infirmary, held on 9th March, 1900, Mr. Peter Coats was 
appointed Honorary Liii President, in recognition of what he 
had done for the institution. 

M)>. James Coats, Junr., of Eerguslie Hyuse, in addition to 
his many gifts for other objects in the town, has shown gretit 
liberaltty to the Infirmary. I lis* contri''utions 'o »the Building 
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Ininil amounted to.many thousand pounds, and he presented a 
compl(;te i^lcctrit; installation, besides •furnishings and fittings 
for almost ev'ery dejiartment of the building. Other members 
of the Coats’ family also contributed miwt generously to the 
instituti/,)!!. 



The Clark family have been ecpiafly active in such good 
deeds, and have .made m.any munificent gifts to the Infirmary. 
The late Mr. John Cl,irk of Cateside left a legacy of /, 10,000 
to the I'hulovvmenl bund of this instjtution. Yhe James Clark 
Hecjuest bund' for Consunijitive I’alients, administered by the 
Directors, has bene'fitted to the e.xtent of ^/^lo/joo in gifts from 
the late Mr. James Clark of Ralston, and the late Mr. John Clarl> 
of Gateskle. ' 
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The Annie Clark Fund for Incurables, also managed by the 
directors, was founded 1 /)' Mrs. .Stewart Clark of Kilnside, now 
of lJundas Car.tle, Linlithgowshire, and amounts to ^/;'i 2,000, 
contributetl by hcrseJf and her husband. , Mr. Stewart Clark 
endowed two beds at a cost of ^'2,500, and .Mrs. Kerr of <, allow- 
hill, a sister of Mr. Clark, eiulowcal a bed at a cost of _,/^i,250. 
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Mr. Kenneth M. Clark furnished the Ooerating Theatre, 
which probably iiivolvisl an outlay of /, .SOO to 1,000. In the 
history of the iiTstitution there have been fretjuent occasions 
when, from unforeseen causes, the e.spenditure Iias 4 )een unusually 
large.* (^n one such occasion Mr. Kenneth‘M. Clark donated 
.1^1,000, and on another Mr. James (ioats, Junr., gave a sum. 
sulficiL*’nt to wipe out the deficit. 
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The; lacli(;s of ihc thread connection have been liberal in 
donations of musical insiniim.-nts of various sorts, and therf 
have Ix.'cn minor j^ifts, wliich it is unnecessary to detail. 

The present miich res|)ected Chairman of the Hoard of 

1 )ire( l(4'-s of the Infirmary is Mr. Koliert Halderston of .Ardoiiwan, 

% 

wlto has laid a lifelong connection with the thread trade. 



Mil. Koillltl l>AM)ldlKU>N, ('ll o| iM'lltMAlU. 

Other instituiyms in the town, while not specially built by 
the thread manufacturers, ha\ e been, largely supported b) them. 

The Paisley liulustrial .School has receivet! many gifts from 
the thread manulacturers, notably by a legacy of /,5,000 left 
b) the late Mr. JoTn Clark of (jatiiside, ami 1,000 given by 
Mr. .Sti-wart Clark, who haiMong taken an active interest in 
this instimtii'n, if.s well‘as in the Infirmary. 
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Cbc (Blcntffci 1bo!)K for 3nciuablcs, flbciblcriooo. 

I his huilcliii” f>vvfs its cxisiciux; mainly to the anxidus can: 
of Mrs. Archilxiltl (floats of Wooilsidc, a Bcncvolciu lady who 
has loft a (radraiil memory. I lie same estimahle l.uly ^ook an 
active Interest in the Ikiisley Branch of the .Scotch Ciirls’ Society. 



(I'lMlilK iloMI lOK 


.After her lamented decease, a mimher of her friends in com 
memoration of her labours built 

fTbc flbrs. Hrcbibalb (Toato flDcinorlal Ibomc, 

in New Street, and connected it with the .Scotch* ( drls’ I' riendly 
■Society. I'his tilructure must have cost about ,{,5,000. 

, In the same way many other binevolent institutions and 
churches in town have been libendly supported fiy the thread 
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manufMclurers, and, 'indeed, it may be said they have assisted 
almost every project for tht; public good in Paisley and ihef 
West of .Scotland which has been projiosed for the last two 
generations. 

As tv the; private benevolences, of which no estimate can 
ever be matie, it is sufficient to say that they have been on 
a royal scale. Pile poor, the feeble, the unfortunate, the 
widow and the orphan, have ever received a helpful hand 
and, as these; gifts have; been continuous over the lifetime of 
several generations, and *l)y a great number of generous men 
and women, it may be jiossible that the unseen and unrecorded 
liberality of the thread manufacturens has been greater even 
than that shown in so many p(;rmanent memorials of enduring 
stone which they have erected in the town. 

Tin; difficult problem of hojv to assist the needy without 
dianoraliziiig them, has . had to be faced, and although, no 
doubt, results have not in every case been what was desired, 
it may .safel) hi' said that an admirable discretion has presided 
over the distribution of this well-earned wealth. It has ever 
been emplo)ed to^ knit together, in llie bonds of mutual 
.sympathy and help, the various classes of the people ; and 
the duties, as well as the rights of^ wealth, ‘have been well 
understood and* recogni/ed. 



CHAPTER X 


OLD PAISLEY 

T^O one whose lot it has iK'en to live clurintj part of the 
.. • two periof’s in the history of Paisley -so reniarkahle and 

so contrasted as those of the shawl trade and the thread trade - 

• / 

many interesting, and even ))aihetic, •aeniories are awakened. 

Writers who descrihe Paisley in the prosperous days of the 
shawl trade, make mention of the crowds of twirls who issued 
at meal times from the warehouses. They were all clad in 
’ grey duffel cloaks with hoods which obscured their faces, and 
excited the curiosity of the aiporous youths of the town. A 
local bard of the time sang of thcan 

“ M\ milhi r says. ‘ My son. 

Ye an* lucky soon bejiani 
M i*b the lussic.s for to lain. 

With llicir ^rcy cloaks on,’ ” 

Duffel was a soft woollen cloth of the texture of llannel. rin; 
name is Dutch, and doi^btless th(‘ fabric came originall) from 
the Low Countries, as did the linen thread‘which preceded 
that of Liargarstm. 

, By the time of which we are now treating (1840-1S50), the 
duffel cloaks had passed away, and with them the-slate!) old 
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oTiuUMiicn who th@n occii])if(l die Caiiseysidc. There still, 
however, remained some relics of tlTes(! old- limes, and the 

I 

l)ortrail of Al(;.\an<ler (.'-arlile (p. 5 K) lyives a fair idea of ,the 
costume of the |)eri(,'d. I'lie knee hreechcs had c^onc, but the 
chimney-pot hat of lar”;e dimensions, the clean-sh.iven fare, the 
tail coat -now onl) used by waiters and for evening dress— 
and the rufl 1 e(l shirt front still lini^ereil ; and the silver snuff 
box Wits alw.iys the fust ihintr brought out on meeting ;i friend. 
It w;is usual to see, danplinp under the vest, p .bunch of setils 
;itt;iched to ;i m.issive i^old chain. If t)ne ;isk(Kl the time of 

4 

day, the rh.iin drew up from the subterranetin de|>ths of ;i 
fob j)ocket, ;is from a well, a w.itch tipjiroachiu!,;’ the si/e of ;i 
small tunii|) po|)ularlv known to the boys as a “ticker," bec.iuse 
the sound thereof mipht almost be heard on the other side of 
the street. I hese se.ds, elitteritip with eairn;yorms, were not 
altopcther" without use.. Ciummed envelo|)es and note paper 
h;id tiot \et come in. Letters were written on ;i double sheet 
of ktrp’e p,'i|)er, tind folded, wafered, tttid sealed. fhe scr;it(hitiy 
of (|uills made ;m irritating sound in the eoutititip houses, till 
Joseph (iillott, wijh his steel pens, drove them out. I he (|uill 
pen, the wsifer, atid the sealiny vv:j\ wetit out together, ,ind 

c.'irried the setils with them. 

The shtiwl 'trade centred in the little stretch of Ctiuseyside 
from the foot of '.St. i\1irren .Street to luirbes .Street, and 

iilono that street to the Rix'cr Ctirt. .St. Mirren .Street was 

then a sleep* and narrdw lane, called the Water Wynd, and 



(iilmour Street was blocked at tlu- (.'ross liy a i)uildii\o. ;iloni;- 
•ide of wliicb was a jiassaoc named the “llo1 e in tlie \Va’." 



In Cause) side, in those da)'s, miLthl lie sf'cn old Robert 
Kerr widn his .i^okl s|iecta( les, eheert face, and actiee step 
.come o\er from Thread Stieet^ to bii) some Thibet )arn or 
spun silf, with the various (juantitiis vvrilhn on scraps of 
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paper at the bottom of his capacious hat, held in place by the 

inevitable bandanna handkerchief, so indispensable to :dl snuffer/;. 

$ 

John Morajan, dapper little Gentleman, nii”ht be standinji on 
his door-step, lookii,\t^ down the street, if fjteradventure a buyer 
should,turn the corner of the Bank of Scotland at the foot of 
the Water Wynd, and wondering if the visitor would be way¬ 
laid by Whitehill or Walker, or, if he should escape so threat a 
dan;j;er, would h(! t^et p,ist CtiinlxTland Court, with ('harle;; 
Burtiess standino' at the close-mfuith ; for .Morgan’s warehouse 
was well up the street ?t 

There, too, were the brothers James .ind John Robertson, with 
their genial smile and pleasant words of greeting to everyone ; 
and old Thomas Risk of the W'estern Bank the offices of which 
were at the corner of Forbes Street little dreaming of the great 
disaster that was to overtake this im])ortant institution. I here 
also might bt: lames I'kirbes, of F'orbes iv lliitclnson, a st.itely, 
reserved, and handsom’e man; and Archibald Hutchison, bis 
p.irtner, alert and bustling; or Archie Harper, with his leonine 
locks and merry glance, than whom, hone knew better how to 
manage those buvers who liked to com|)lete a bargain by an 
adjournment up to “ Peter’s.” William Abercrombie, a hand- 
.somt! blue-eyed .Sa.xon, and his partner, John Yuill, a dark eyed 
Celt. Rob(,‘rt F'. Dalzitd and Alexander Begg, who united artistic 
taste with good ilianufacluring ; and Mattlv-'W .Scott, on his 
way to a meeting at the Infirm.iry or the Ragged School. 
Then ge/itle D.avid .Speirs, with head inclined, moving quietly^ 
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aloii”’, (liTJimiii” of those e.\(|iiisiLe ilesit;iis in sh.iwls, for wiiich 
his firm w;is lainoiis ; aiul hurly Koliert Rowat, slumping,; down 
the street, takiii” up tlie wliole hreadlh of the pavement, to llie 

terror of all small hoys, and the amnsemenl of those halfwitted 

• . 

loafers, who relieved the tedium (if the ( ansetside 
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riiere amnnt; the \.irn ,md (lulh meieh.mts would he 
l’ro\ost I’hiiips, lelmed, eoiirieons iind enltured ; and Rrovost 
I’olloek, ;i nseitil 111.in in his da\, and a choice ytuoiilciir; and 
John M. .Symington, deep in till religions ;md ediiealional move- 

f 

ments ;• and llnc;h lirown, with his an\ioiis eiKiniriiiLt fare, 

limpint;' idont;. I'hen John (irecnlees, tiirnin;^ npon )’oii .alter- 

% 

nately liis blue eye ;md his brown one, a rep''eseitl;ulve ol a 
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family connected for several sjenerations with the textile trade 
of the town. . , 

The i^enial Laird of (dlenfielil also (the last to sport the 

t * 

ruffled shirt front) v^ould be there, looking.after the finishing, so 
that tlti" orders might not all go to Aikman. One remembers 
with pleasure his clear-cut face; and fund of pawky humour ; 
and also the Irish car, drawn by his |)iebalo pony “ Hatty, ” on 
which the "kind auld laird ' was ever ready to give a ‘‘lifi,’. 
to a weary wa\farer. Among dyers, there would be lloward 
Lang, sonsie William '-.iraw, and 1’. C. Maegregor, a man ol 
marked pc.'rsouaiits, .md many others who might be n.'uned. 

’I'here, too, later on, was David tlihnour, the best narrator 
of weax’er stories ih.it Paisley has prodiuxsl. it was e,is\ to 
see from the merry twinkle in his e\e, and from his (piainl- 
conversation, how nnuh he .appreciated and was (|uieti\ studying 
the intertsling characters of those d.n s, ’fhere, also, siuiff-box 
in hand, might have been si’en William M'Intyre ol ( olinslee 
Print Works, t.liking with Koberl (lUthrie, |ames .M'Miinhy or 
James .Millar of WhitehiH’s. Some of the jirinled shawls wa.'re 
very popular, rivalling in beauty the harness work, ;md .it one 
time there were at least ten |)rintwot;ks in the vicinity. Colinslee 
alone employed over a thousand workias, amf on the other side 
of the town, 'Messrs. Walker, Drybrough (. <i., at Arklestoii, 
did then and do'still maintain, the reputation of ..the ‘district 
for this class of work. 

Perhaps^ theue would be a noise, and looking around, there 
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was the “ Charleston Drum ” (fortunately still j^reservccl), cnmin<f 
cjpwn the street accompanied by a group of weavers, led l)y 
that ’enthusiastic Radical, Colin black, and followed by all the 
ragged weans f)f the, neighbourhood, hurraljing with great glee 
at the demonstration to be made, and effig)- to be burned before 
the warehouse of some “ wee cork, ’ who had presumed to break 
the table of j)ri('es. And there, too, would be Richard Watson 
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to pul it all in llie PanUy JJerald next ,Saturday ; and our 
“ever green and perpetual” Provost Murray, well named the 
“ Provost of Scotland," tiol disliking a little fun, but anxious 
that there should lie ni' bileach of lh(' |)eace. Now th(;y are 
gotie, all gone “these old'familiar faces," leiiving lH;hind them 
only ii delightful metnory. 

Nothing couki be done in Paisley in those days without 
jjotary^ or, at least, rhyme mo«e or less Lime Jn the feet. 
One of the bards exclaims— 
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H;irk, li.irk J[i» Ihr smmd of tiu* ('liurlcston Drum ! 

”i'is llio champions of liln rly onward IIkt conn*; 
d'lu'v’n- 1(» nu’ct m thrir slrm^Lli down in tin* Old I.ow, 
And thc’ill siMni show tlic Pro\osl the way 1'or to jro.'* 


Anolhcr follows in iho same strain 

« 

ir a ('auscNside ‘f«n*k’ tri<*d tlic lal>l<‘ la<- sinasli. 

The Ch.irleslon we,i\ers eann* down «>n him crash: 
riiey turned (m>I in himners, dclcnninc.l la<- win, 

And marched d<»>n ('aiisevside wi’ their (liarleslon Drum. 

^ ' 

“Tin -cork’ j*r«w\ (jifUt IViciitil when lie Insard the hi*;- drum. 

An’ saw tin' i;real cnxMl. lull »>' nnsclhcj an’ I'un, 

So 1;»- promised, in I'ulure. to pay tin lull sum: 

'I'hen the\ marched liat k in triumph wT the Charlesloii Drum 

lint life is nol .ill "lakes ,mil .lie," 1 here was aiioihi-r sido 
to the |)ietiire. I he shawl .tr.ule w.is suhieit to |)erio(ls ol 
oreat depression, and ai times main decent lamilies were hroiii^lu 
nearly to st.nwation .Son]i kitchens were reipiired .dmost evert 
winler, and hre.id riots were noi uncommon. rriv..tion hroiiylu 
dise.ise. .Smallpo.\ and le\ei‘ were lonst.miK more or less 
presenl, while i,he dre.ided choleni m.nle occasion.il visiis. 
I'here were no amhiilance w.iy;_;ons thim, hiit the trestle hed 
of the Infirm.try, wilh the red and white striped ctirlains, home 
bv two men," scared the little children ])l;i\ine' in the street, 
iind mtule them cover their noses, notwithsti,indine the'hits of 
camphor in ;i little hai^, which every ctireftil mother had htmo- 
roimd tlK'ir’necks. 
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or lliis lime of sorrow the wrilor had his sliarc. lor mail) 
»)f Ids ])co|ilr wore o|)<'r,,li\’o \\c,i\'rrs. As ilic distress deepened, 
houseliolds were hroken lip, pla\mates and scliool companions 
were lorced to lea'»e die town. .Some jvent to the wikis of 
t'aii.ula, mam to the (.'alifornia i^old diLtLonits. then inst tlis- 



eovered, and s<ime li- .\iislralia and New /e.iland. ( )thers, 
and tile writer amour; thr niimher, went no liiither alield than 
to Olastfow,. ihit ex’en that seemetl a foreign land to the 

t 

I’aisle) man It was mwer "home,' The jieople were in 

man\' respects dillerent, and mneli ,is e.xperience has tatielit ns 

* . . .• 

to admire the sjik'iidid l)iisiness (|ualilies ol the (ilasL,ow people, 
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they arc not our “ain folk.” Perhaps if they were not just so 
conspicuously able and successful, we; would like; them belter, t 
'Fhen, as the years rolled on, the writer came back in the 
hope of endin;r his ilays amonp; the scenesi of his youth. But 
it was likt- a rude awakeniu”' from a dream. No emit^rant who 
had S])enl forty years in a foreign land and returned to the 



old home, could have been more; astonished. Hverything was 
changed, llis school c:om])anions were nearly all gone. Si)me 
had moved west to elegaiil villas in .tin.', new suburb of fastle- 
head. but the greater number had /'ound ciuiel resting-places 
in Woodside femetery. Instead of the old, dr.eamy town, 
everywhere' now was bustle. A new ht'aven ;»;id a new e.irth, 
wherein all w;is business- business! Wide, .and widening street.s. 

I'he clangi-clanging of tram, car bells resounded in tin- principal 
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thoroughfares, and crowds of eager people pushed along the 
sjreets. Palatial |.)uhlic and private buildings appeared on 
ex’ery hand. In vain the wanderer listened for the click of 
the shuttk: Iroin onv of those jjlain two-storied houses, with 
th(; “ throLigh-gawn ” close, tlie outside stair, and the " yaird’’ 
behind, wliere ilie wearied workman could "rax" his liinl)S 



Tin “ ('ll Mil I -‘los l)i{i \i.” 


amidst the scent ol sweet briar and spetirtnint. It was easy 

to lx- neiglibourly with two kimilies on the '■tair-hetui and the 

mid room |)erlia|)s tenanted,!)) some gentle s|)inster, who wound 

])irns or fringed shawls, ;yid marched off on .Sundavs- clad in 

• *' 

a harness plaid, with her liible wrapped in napkin, ;ind 
enclosing a sprig of " appk ringie " to mark the |)l;ice to some 
church, of which she was one of the- "stoo])s." 

I hi-n (he bleaching greens were gone; th(*se delightful 
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sccn(;s of fcniiniiUA ;^ossip over tlic luAlm'. No longer c;in we 
see llu; llirifty liousewife gnily spreading out tile fragrant lineifs 

t 

to tile sun, lor now the smoke renders hleaching impossible, 
and everything lias p) be sent to the steam laundry. 

Noy everyvihere there are lour-storied l.inds, ashlar fronts, 

« 

oriel windows, tiled |),issiges, hot and cold water no more 
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stoiips to carry from the well and ten families on one common 
stair. ''Neebom> " therr' are none. I'lie ocCLijiants are too 
many for companioushi|). and all are , eager after theii- own 
business, and ha\e no time lor a staiivhead crack or an exchange 
of friendshi]). ' , 

generation of cliiklreii has arisen who* nevu' knew the 
delight of hurrahing as a cai;i ol coal was shot rlown at the 
close month. r*liat grand eieiit ue\er occurs now, lor coal 
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lioiisc'S no lonucr exist, ami tlie weekly sui)].!)' is carried up in 
lj*ii;s. 

d'hen the candy-inan, witli his harrow ornainentetl with 
whirlino- paj)er llayjs,* now rarely <leli”hts -the children. ilow 
can we e\-er lorj^et the lime when, in t \ehan<;i' fe- some 
" ravellins," old hones, or ratjs, he would ”ive us a hit of his 
toothsome “JJaekman," .Housed out with a rustv knile from a 
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not too clean old tin tr;i\' It was delicious. Not even 
“ PeULth (leordie’’ a noted conleclioner ot the Pownhearl 
coukl make anvthint^ li ter,’and compared with this the modern 
toffee, wrapped up in lintel p.iper to make it acceptahle, is 
(juile insipid. lUit now he and his retinue of rejoicino 
younytsters wouhi he in imminent ikmtyer ol their lives from 
,;ome motor car lleeiny;' alony;, \chicles, hv the way, now 
largely made in the town. \\ e had smells at I’aisX y in the 
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old times, some of them pungent enough down Sneddon way, 
but the stench of the iu‘W motor car eclipses them all. r 

t 

J'hen the pavements are now laid with concrete no doubt 
a great improvemeivt fur the girls to |)l;»y “pal-als," and fine 
for sli(V‘s on frosty days—but th(* boys can no longer play at 
the “liools” as on earth pavements, where holes could be 
made, and where were those delightful uncertainties and hazards 
which wamld now train the eye for future feats in golf! < • 

Where, alxo, is the ‘‘ lail .Scpiare, " with iys collection of 
<lii ty fish barrows and >mpty barrels, round the wooden booth 
of Willie .Shaw ? lie of the ‘'iduckie” face is gone, and with 
him his savoury " liervies ” ;uul dried, slrongaastiug " S|>el(lrins,'’ 
which went wsdl with a bit of oat cake, and had the additional 
advantage tippreciated by the knowing ones ol concealing the' 
smell of a dram. but why .talk of drains.^ The " ( hange 
1 louses also arc gonr. We ciinnot now lind those humble 
“howffs,” where honest, if drouthy, cronies itn r;iw d;tys couki 
step into a low-roofed room, with a cheerful fire, ami feci the 
hosj)it,ible '‘crunching” of the leet o'n the sanded lloor, and 
be served with ‘■,;i wee gill of the best” by the bti\om widow, 
with the drugget ttjeron in front, ;uwl the t.irtan shtiwl crossed 
ovc;r her amjcle bosom :ind tied iij a bunch behind. Here 
om.' could have a canny crack about whitt “new (iiischief thae 
blasted Tories in London wen; up to tigtiin. ’. 

Now ;dl these tire gom;, tuid in their jtlace ;it every corney 
are to l)f found, (larin'g gin palaces, brilliant in iclttie ghiss. 
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j)olishctl wood, and i^liltcrin;^ brass 1)ut no fiiosidc, no pleasant 
Wvilcome, and no quiet corner to sit down ; in fact. qeiUTally 
no s'sits at all ; only a lii_t;h counter at which to stand and 
, imbibe as fast as pojfsible the vile stuff, and incontinently be 
turned out into the slreit. 
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Thus tin- old, dreainv I’aisk-)’, with its (|u;iint ways, is 
slowly tlriftiny; aw;iy into* a past, surrouttded by those 

dim shttdows which, obscuritiq the delects, letive behitid otily ;i 
radiance of pletisatU recollections. 

As illustrative, of (mi! *l’aisles, we have the pletisurtt of 
reproducitio the well-ktiowti ])ortrait jiicltin* of the “ Paisley 
Cross. pSoS,"'j)ainted by our distitiouisheil artist ;mtl towmsmtui, 
Mr. J;iim;s E. Christie, ;md now, by the libenilit) of the kite 
.Sir I’uter Coats, preserved itt tWe .Art (Itillen q) the Free 
Public I^ibrary atid Museum. 
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CHAPTER XI, 

TRANSITION 

A RAM III, 1 '^ round I’uislt-y for tlic iturposc of ohsorvi^j^- 
“ thc‘ cliiuiocs wliifii li;iv(“ Uikcui |)l;icc durinir iho lust 
fifty or more years, ma,j' lieoin naturally at tile Cross, and the 
promineni feature heri' is, or rather was, the Steeple. This 
liiiildino was erected in 1757 on thC site of an older structure 
which had shown .si;_;ns of deca)’. To the north stood the 
lolhooth or jail, ihc Iront ol which was adorned with a jhazz:^ 
supported hy Iwo sijiiare, rustic arched jiillars. The outside 
stair led' lo a |)lalforni from which proclamations were made, 
and where prisoners were e.xposed in the slocks. The ground 
lloor of the stee])le was called “the howfl,” wln're ale ami 
])orler were sold. I'lie rooms in the up|)er lloors ot the steejile 
;ind the tolhoolh were resent'd lor crimin.ds, and it may Ik; 
noted th;it cver\ jiristiner incarcerated for a nicht had lo pay 
the jailer a let; ol lourpence, hut il he were a burgess of the 
town he oot t'ff for twopence. It is to be ho])ed that Lord 
Brout'ham and llu; other dislimruishttd men w'ho .havfe been 
presented with tlie freedom of the town were duly made aware 
of this iinpt#tani_ concession. 
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•• A iiurcliniil jaiuh’d, sils furlhiT luii, 
* Twron MilltT Muir and lUkcr (JItui. 
uni|uc stioiiai>l(' turn, 

A Ihous.iud 

IJtil, l«ns >\lu> iir\ur ^\ ]\ Uk'M’ hen 
On rainy <la\s.’’ 


The Paisley Burns ( luh, of which 'rannahill was secretary, 
held its.ineetinifs liere, and Professor Jolin Wilson (“ Cliristopher 
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Ndi'IIi”) ;m(l many other dislin^iiislu-cl men have lietm prescait 
oij^ meniorahle occasions a.t meelin^^s in this renowned hostelry. 

lint w'hat lini^crs most ])le.'isantl\' in tlie memory is the 
Town’s 1 louse stair. , Well do w(' rememlier the sleep double 
stair, with the polished mahogany hand rail' , which lei'^ up to 
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the jiuhlic rooms on the upper lloor. It w. a ploy of the 
hoys, whenever the w..'er'w.as out of sii>ht, to sit tislriile on 
the douhk; rail, and enjoy n elorious slide down to the hotlom. 
I'his was one.of the joys of ()ld Paisley which the new ,een(T;i- 
tion ciui never e .pi.'rlence. 

• In iS6S, a suhsidenee of ihti slecole, to the ^south, look 
place, in cousecjuence of a sewer heint;' formed’ a few leel from 
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its foundation, d'lio Paisley UnrAile comnicinorated the event 
in th(! followiiiL; lines ; — 

“The town Wijs filled uilli t<iTor \vr lu-inl that, Ihroiii^fi an emn* 

In the of a;i onlei* for the ruttiriij of y scwir, 

And tlu* uiinin^ anrl tlu‘ sappinj;, and the piekaxiny-, ;ind ra])])in^ 

By the workin*'!! uho wa-rc lajipiniii a daiiiji fcllar or a store, 

'!'(» ri(! it of the water then* some two ha-t nr inor<- 
Our (lid steeple minfil fall o'er, h\ tlti'- iliuiiinii^vo <h ))lon-’ 



S'l. Mihijln Srun r, UiiMi, 


After it liad stood for two yc'ars sui)])orted I)) wooden 
props (p, 120 ), tlie steeple was taken down, notwitlistandino 
an unsuccessful iittenipl to interdict the 'vork by I\Ir. John 
Crawford, writer a well-known ,ind somewhat original character 

i ' 

of thowe days,, and who is credited with the statement that 
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“there is no philosophy without a ‘ clawnio.'” The hell of 
the^^ steeple was cracked while heiii”' rune; on the occasion of the 



\liuil.s SlUIII ( W \ U !I \\^\^)). 


marriage of the Prince of Wales the present Kiiii^ lulvvtird Y11. 
— in AlUi h,i\in” si r\'ed the to«'n fol* two hundred and 

fifteen years, it was recast, and is still dt^in:,;- duly in the 
l.\lesland llniteil I'ree Church. 
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The block which formed the north side of the Cross (p. 130 ), 
and which has recently Ix^en nmioved ^ largely by the liberality 
of Mrs. John Poison of VVeslmount so as to improve the 
scjuare, has a historic interest for the older Inhabitants. Heri', 



n|) an outside stair, was the Commercial lloti'l. first Cibb’s and 
afterwards 11inshelwood's, a rival to the .Saracen's Head over 
the way, and also a great resort on ^market clays. I his hotel 
was greall) palroni/.ed on Sundae evenings by lads and lasses, 
after being at church and having had a wall^. I'l'ey ‘’wound 

up the night’s enjoyment by an hour in the (dmmercial, where. 

» ' . . . ' 

ale was tlie usual refreshment : tc:a being e.vpensive in those 
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days. Amoii" all the changes that have taken place, nothing 
is jiiore striking than that of the way in which such jilaccs as 
Gibh’s* nourished and ditl a ro;iring trade on Sunday nights, 
com|jared with the present (juiet aspect of our public houses 
and hotels. 



I Uulernealli tile ( Oinmen ial llolel was I'aton s (.Irapery and 
hosii'ry shop, with the gokleii iamb ovi.r the door, admired 
by all I’aisley boys; and iiexl to it was the bookseller's shop 
and library of Motherwell, the brother of the poet. I his range 
of buildings was continued eastwards to within a few feet of the 
Coffee Koom (nov\ the Saiaiigs Hank), and a narrow passage, 
called die “ I lole Jn the Wa , ' led through into Gilmour .Street 
(p. 131). I he obstructing l)lock, with 'the crow-step|)ed gable, 
was remo\ ed about 184^, when Gilmour .Street. whiA had been 
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formed some lime previously, w;is opened up from the Cross 
to the County Sejuain;. The corner of the “iloU; in the WT” 
was the rendezvous of tlie reoruitiny ser^'eanl, who, witVi his 
hat trimmed with sireamiiiL;, t^audy rilihons, ”;ive animation and 



(loHIHIsV litlAS, l*KH 


colour to the scene, d he Colfee Room is a simple hut elc”ant 
huildiii” of classic architecture, anjl was Ioul; considered an 
ornamtmt to tin; town, till eclipsed by ipore ostentatious structures. 

rurning no*w southwards, the St. Mirren .Street of to-day 
(p. 132), with its garden square on the oin;,side and row of 

hanks and fine shops on the other, is a very different place 

^ , * 

from whip it was fifty* vears ago. I'hen it was called the 
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Water Wynd (p. 133). It was steep, crooked, and narrow ; 
the roadway being only fifteen feet wide and the side walks 
two ’feet wide. Yet it was tlje principal thoroughfare to the 
southern rpiarter Ot’ the town, and was always a busy place'. 



Kttvs, IJinti. 


It could boast ot at least ihrei; " ehain’e houses” on either 
sick;, and old Peter K'Tr's, colfee shop about the middle. Phis 
latter ^was a very prinytive place compared with modern 
restaurants, ^y<;l it provided “h;imel\ fare " ;flid comfort by 
the kitchen lire,, where, one could have a 'roll and colfee and 

a canii)’ smoke. I''un and frolic wc-re not awanting, ('.specially 

* . . * . * 

when Jamie, the budding beadle, c*ame ivith th*- “ wrang 
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waistcoat," and so fould not find in the pockets the necessary 
two-])ence, or when hij^ Sandy, the pijliceman, put the buttcj; 
in the coffee insteail of on his roll. 


riiose who were otherwise minded ciuild" find warm ale 

♦ • 

and a i^ame at batfatelle at (iranny Kerr’.'). 'fadcb's snuff 

e 
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ami jrarden si'eds*were sold .U Slevensoifs, and sweeties .at 

W’otherspooifs, at the “niefs I'.lbfiw,'.' at jlie top ol the 

street (p. 131); while the |i,iinter, the*printer, the tinsmiuh, .and 

the chimney sweep could all be found in this im|Airt.uit little 
• * 
line. .At the bottom ('ause\side opened tip,* with its shawl 

warehotises, ;i^id the Hank ol .Scotland at the corner, buil^ on 

the site of'lhe Old I'urf' Inn ||). iis). 



T KANSITION 


139 


The biiilclinos in the lower part of Causeyside have not been 
much altered duriin>' thejast fifty years, but some old pi;o])le 
can sTill reinember the lime whtsn many of them were thatched 
cottages. Although little changc-d in outward as])ecl, they are 
not now tenanted ‘by the sana- class of pco])le, as they wt;re 


CoiiM 01 Hioih.i Sniiii. 

11k -.C. Ml lull.' fi'l iIk 'll' "i III bllll||ll.l I 


half a century ago. WC no,longer see the well tiressed-salesmen 
slamling on the steps of tijf shawl warehousi's on the look out 
for buyers. ^ Fhe corner of I'drlu s .Strei’l Wie? the centre ol 
traile Here, and wv |)roLluce a \ iev\ ol a eharaeterisi ie old Paisk y 



the ^ Vai/y /f.i/re.L.v are situateil (p? i;,5). . 'I'liis ) jiotograph 
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has the further interest in that it incluiles a lady who has since 
(listinguisluHl herself in ]>hilanthru|)ic aiul Christian work witli 
an enen^v and suciJess which have endeansl h<‘r to a lan^e 
circle of friends. 



Cvi'srvMiii Siuiri, oi IhhimusV I,ii\sl. 

A little liirth< r, m), the tr.msiorm.ition ot the street on the 
etist sitle has heen ver\ i^reat, .\t the^ corner oi (irehard Street 

I 

stood the well-known Peter Kohertsiyi’s piihlic-hoiise (|)._ 120), 
where so intiny ;^eni;il souls were ■iccustoined to meet, at mid-day 
for ;i crack ;ind a dfam, ;ind where buyers of a like iiiclination 
were entertained. i\Iention of^this classic spot ri.'ctills ;i little 
incident. When ilje writVr of these lines rt'turned to his ntitive 
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town after many years of alisence, he chancetl to mciet, just at 

“Peter’s” door, an old friend, a retin-d shawl •manufacturer, 

% • 

whofn he had not seen for many years. Hut sucli friendshi|i.s 

« * 

mad(- in early u;iys are renewed wilhoiil eeremou), as if the; 



I \r*<i Sinn I. 1 !MMI 


previous ineeiinn h.id only l)een \ i-slei iliv .\lier tlie usual 
;sreelin;4s, tlie tirst lliiiiy; .that the m;uuifarture'- said, in a f.ir- 
awa)' \'oice, for he was trille dull ol heariiiL;, was " .Are ye 
dry?” This (]uery made ;it the door of “ PePer’s ” was rather 
astoi'ishiin.;'. li^ the old days it would ha\*e meant an adjourn¬ 
ment inside. Pmt times had chain^ed, ami that was impossible. 

- • . - * * 

Could ii be that the manufacturer Iwid *tak n to Pmt 
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th:a was e(iually imlK)Ssil)^e. Nevertheless the circumstances 
wt;re sus|)iei()us. Ihit the mystery was cleared up by the next 
words, “(ian you l.\“e|) the water out of your windows in stormy 
w(;ather iij) at riiornly Park, for we cannot keep it.out at the 
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Hrodie ? " Ihus the last chance of bi'iiie treated at "Peters’’ 

* 

was eone. it would have been an interestin;^ and uni(]ue 
experience, as the writer, not beint; a shawl 'buyer, had never 
been invited into this renowned "howff. ” 

From this poiat southwards the erstwhjle switch-backed 
Causeyside has been transformed into a wide street, which onl)' 
recjuires trees to nifakii it a handsome boulevard. For this 
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improvement we are largely indehted to the energy of I’rovost 

> 

Robert K. Ifell (p. 14^). The east side has been entirely 

rebuilt and set back. I'lie section Ijetween Causeyside and 

1 

the Bladda, incluViine '■ (hjrdon’s l.oan and Prussia Stna't and 
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Plunken at the end o't," has Ireeii eomple’ely revolutioni/ed. 
No other part of the town presents such a scene of d(;slruction. 
Literally not ond stone has been lelt upon another (p|). i.iX-i39)’ 
'I'he line of tlx: streets can no longer be traceij, and Gordon s 
Loan, (now G.ordon Street) does not nu.>v resemble a good 
shiiit), “lying to the lick iinely," as in old days. ^ el this 
(|uaT't<.:r has br:en immortalized * by th^, deli>'iilfui' p'-n ol the 
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liite David Gilmour, in Gordon's Loan, Sixty Odd Years Ago. 
TIk; present writer feels a satisfaction tliat he can claim to 
belont' to this classic locality. , His parents took up hoi/se in 
the Loan, on their marriaq;e in 1S23, and''always resided in 

t * 

the neighbourhood, so that his earliest recollections are con¬ 
nected with this ®parl of the town. He even can remember 



U(»ni u'l K. 1?IM, I’uovtwr 


the ('oal Ree I’arli.unent ’ .so gra|)iucally described b\’ ll.ivid 
(lilmour, and knew some members ol ii, especially Peter 
C.'dlender. Ihil by this time Peter had long ce.ised to be 
an advocate of'the eipial division of all properly ;uk1 means of 
])roduction, and wa<.; a quiet elderly man whp kept-a humble 
school in Marshall’s Lane. He was the very image of the 
schoolmasjer in Goldsmith’s " Deserted X’illage.” 
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“ A man m'Vcit hi- was, and slcrn to vii-w ; 

\ i-l. In- was kind, or if severe in anoht, 

The love he' hore to learninjj; was in fault. ” 

Memory .sti.. Imoers over the low-roofed school-room, which 
had hcen a six-looin shop, with its close atmosphere, a.id abim- 
dant and varied smells, where Peter initiated us into the 
mysteries ol ^the midtipliration table and the Shorter Catechism. 



(’imoKsi'os Camii 


Peter was .1 Cnitarian, Init out of deference to the popular 
opinions he, like, Hums, “ tairoed us tiohtI\’” m the “ ( Hiestitms,” 
and Lfot the minister- to inspect the .school at times. 'J'here 
was onl\ one l*)y whrrst^ parents objected to this religious 
instruction, a^nd when we stood up to repeat f)ur “answers,” 
he waA .S'lnpl) [las.sed over. He was rafiier envied by the 
other bovs, especially when the (|ue.stion was, “What is effectual 
callino?” As is well known, this is one bf the most difficult 
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in the book, and, unless )()u ^^ot a L;ood start and were not 
interrupted, there was small chance /)! pettiiii^' to the end of 
it. As for understanding what it was all about, that was quite 
another matter. Peter was a wise man and did not venture 
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beyond his dejith, but Loiii' iited himself with teaching the 
Ctitechism in the orthodox w'.it “without note or c-omment. 

Opinions will differ, no rloubt, .'.s to the value ol reiiqious 
teiichint; in the school, but if we are to judtte by results, we 
must admit that many of Peter's pupils did .101 turn out badly 
in after lile, iilthough notirishe.d on ;i diet of “Calvinism and a 
little oatmeal.” < 
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On tli<‘ last clay ol scliool, lidorf ihcj Saint Jaincis’ Day Fair 
I loliclays, wx' all ajcjM arccl in clean “ clacllies ” to pay onr modest 
very modest fees. 'I'here were- no l(;.ssons that day, hut the 
master .sat at his table and called ns njt one hy one;, receipted 
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the little hill with a llonrish, lor he was a line penman, and 
handed each ol ns ,1 niw penn\' Irom a hai^ on the desk. l!nt 
there were alw.ays some wi^om he did not c;ill ii)). The.se vvera 
too poor. oi- Jiad r;nardian.s too unthrifty to be tead) with the 
money.* I'nt kindly I’eter wonld not |)nni.sfi the children for 
the shortcomiims of their icarents, so he went 'onnd the circle 
and ”a\’e each of these nntortnnat(;s a pcnii)*^ like the rest of ns, 
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and then we wert^ j<)) lully dismissed to spend our wealth at the 
“shows.” This cpiaint old (juarter is, now entirely swept away. 
The author, when .searchin;^ foi the site of his birtly-placc.^No. i 
Hridtje Stn'ct of the old time, could only make out-that it was 
now somewhere in the middle of tin- street' (p. 139). 
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Southwards Irom (lorduii's l..),m, the e.isl side ol ( ausexside 
has been entirely rebuilt (p. i.p>). k contained the Tea (’uirdens, 
and m;uiy old houses with otitside r.uurs. The street w.is stee]) 
then, but now the pratlient has been much imiaaivetl (j). 141). 
The Ctinal Rtiilway crosses near the toji oH the blue. In the 
d tys of old Paislex the patlj by the btinks of the ctinal w;is a 
lavourite walk. • Here the shawl ilesigners wt:re wont to take 
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their mid-diiy “clauncr’' to stia^tch their leos and ease their fingers. 
These men forineel a consiilt.-rable element in the weaving trade 
of^h.lt time, and anyone w'ho will take the trouble of looking 
over*the (lesign and pattern books, a goodly number of which 
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.are now happily |)reserved in the Museum, wii. be astonished no 
less .It the beauty thae at die extreme microscopical minuteness 
of detail in llieir*works. .Such charming designs could only be 

worked out bv men ol consitlerable (iillure tuwl relmed t;iste. 

• ^ 

Every* da\ about noon they cetised their .labours for ;i short 
period of repose. 'The accessibility and beaut)’ of the cttnal bank 
(p. i.p) iii.'ide it ;i desirable place lor ti'cirtnc.ubles. I he w.ilk, 
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which was lovely all the way, usually extended to llawkhead, 
passinjr the “^ley’t briy;” at Blackball, that marvel of architecture, 
the stability of which the boy:? could never understand. ‘ The 
frequent passage of the ‘‘ !ly boats," which wen' drawn by horses, 
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and went at a ”Ood pace, made the scene lively, and the scarlet 
coats of the riders aave colour to the. jticture. On .Saturdays 
the walk miyjhi be prolonqetl to Crookston Oastle (p. 145), a 
ruin perched on a knoll .imiilst ex(|uisite woodland sceneiy, and 
as.sociated, like many more of the castles and yew trees of our 
country, wit'n the memory of the hapless and beautiful Mary 
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Queen of Scots. This walk is well described by Alexander 
Smith, himself at one lime a jiattern designer, in his story of 
“^Al^red llaggart’s Household.” 

The presence in Paisley of these designers was a decided 
advantage to the artistic and literary soeii-ty ol the town. I hat 



eminent artist, Sir |. \oel Paton, was oiu of them; and the 
New P.iisley «ia) well regret the loss ol a class of men so 
ciiltufed. Th(‘ leading in* lustries of the town, allhough excellbnt 
in ll|eir own way, do not now re(|uire the same artistic services, 
(.'onliniiing our ramble souihwards, we jtass through Charles- 
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undergone great changes. A few of the one-storey thatched 
houses still linger, iiiid more of the two-storey lands about Car- 
riagehill (j) 146-7); hut the streets are constantly being widened, 
and most of th(;se relics of the past have disappeared, giving 
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more space for the {;ver increasing traffic, and the advent of the 
electric cars. Beyond Carriagehill we come to Colinslee. I’his 
was the principal seat of the block printing of shawls, which 
flo'uri.shed as the harness weaving fell away. These jirinters, 
who earned good wages for a time, were rather “swcllsi” in 
their w’ay, and kept up a brass band for the entertainment of the 
district. Jnst<-as the harness weilver had a draw-boy, each block 
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printer had a " tcarer.” These tearers were boys and ^irls, and 
if the draw-boys were a demonstrative class, the tearers were not 
befftntl tliem. When the day’s ^work was over, tliey issued in 
a stream fiatm tlie tjate, with their hands and arms stained with 
all the colours of the rainbow, and maile the streets lively on 
the way home. Block printing was also carried on extensively 
at the iK.rth end of the town, at Arkleston and Nethercommon ; 
and in tin; Museum are to be S('en many br-autiful specimems of 
the* ilelicale work which was there produced. 

I'he electrii' 'ars now carry us furjher out, so that shortly 
we may liiid ourselves in the beautiful eisaunds of (llenlield, 
admiring the lovelv waterlallof " I'he Linn” (|). or iisiening 
to the sweet strains at the l anniThili Concert. This annual 
gathering, bv the kindness pf thi: laird of the Clen, is held in 
a natural am])hilheaire on the slope ol (jleniller Braes. Here 
the songs of rannahill and iithers .ire sung to the delight of 
large gatherings (p. 140). 'I'he proceeds' were first ilevoied to 
erecting a statue to l annahill, and afterwards one to Burns. 
•Since then the money ha.s- been devoted to the Royal vMexandra 
Infirmary. I'he sum frequently amounts to nearly .if300 each 
year, ;ind should this be continued, ;is sec'ms jirobable, the 
time may come when poor I annahill, who never had ^^300 in 
his lile,*may have become as large a contributor to this excellent 

k 

institiH,ion as any of its wealthy su].)|)orters. 

Wc now return to tlie C'ross. I he view of the Clark Halls 
was •obsttucted by a mass of unifnporta.it l^uildings'w hich filled 
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the angle at the top of Saint Mirren Stre(!t (p. 150). The Town 
Council resolved to remove thes(^ hut found this a difficult task, 
made more difficult and expensjve by frequent changes ofiqjlan, 
till Sir William Dunn came to the rescue, anu to his generosity 
we owe the completion of this great iinjirovemenl (]i. 152). 
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Sir William Dtmn, like Willi,im ISarhour and many others,, 

was “evicted" from Paisley l)\ the,dec,i\ of the shawl tr,idc. 

J'lot finding scope for his energies jn a declining industry, he 

pushed his w'ay in the Alrican trade, and ultimatply became a 

wealthy lajndon mtr,'chant, lie showed his loye for the thwn by 

numerous htindsome benefactions, and ri presented it in I'arlitiment 
. *• 
for fourteen ye;irs. 
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The Dunn Scjuare, with, the statiies of Her Majesty the 
late Queen Victoria, and of the two l)rothers, Sir Peter and 
Mr. 'I'homas Coats, openin;>' uy as it does a Tiik; view of the 
beautiful Clark 'I'own Halls (p. 152), is one of the most successful 
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efforts yet ni.ide Ibr the iTconstniclinn and idorninent of the 
town. , 

riie only IjuildiiiL; in the l)lock so remoicd whicli nieino^ 
lingers iipoiy is the .-\rti/ans' Institution, foun<.le«l in ii's47, which 
stood*at i-he sou^h-wesi conx r of the bridjNi (p. 95). I his was 
a centre of much beneficent influence on education in Paisley. 
Mr. 'Phomas tioats, whose statue now aj)^)r<-priately^ stands on 
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this site (p. 151), was a warm supporter, and many jfentlcmen of 
cultivatc!d tastes and enlightened ideas, among whom may be 
mentioned Dr. V\'. 15 . M'Kinlay, James ]. Lamb, and ’l'h‘omas 
MacRobcrt, wt'rc at various linu's connected with. it. The 
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Literary I'nion ot the Arti/ans Institution drevs together many 
remarkable meti in their humble wav. |ohn Sliaw, |ohti ISroom, 
tind biincs Limjs.it, were men who, under more favourable cir- 
cumstances, might Ivive mtule some noise in the work}. • 

The old bridge has been widened since those days, ;ind is 
now named .Saint Javies'. 15 ridge. J'his saint seems to have heen 
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popular in Paisley, for anion^j-st the tliread people the name of 
James oceurs with emiharrassin”' lre<iuenr\-. 





Wkm' l'’u<>\ r <>i « j ni iMn iioin^r (.’impii, IS.>s. 

I?'p J.O iSOt., tin: Ahhe\ Close w.is an unsavoury locality. In 
Itnulish towns the ('athedral Close, which usiialK conducts to the 
fni'.if <if ihf ( uihcdral or .Mibev. is iivv'a ialilv a luiet, sleetiv 
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street of (.)lcl-f:ishi(.)necl houses, withJ)o\v windows, hid in creepers, 
and everything exceptionally clean and neat. Sucdi, probably, 
was our Abbey Close in ear 4 ’ times, ;ind iloubtless in this 
(juarter the hamlet of Paisley first began. Hut in the dayS’ of 



which we are speaking, the ('lose was ne\'er other th;in a sort 

« 

of Ptiddy’s Market, ol tumble-down^ second-h;md shops. It 
a^tpetired to rain there more fre(|uentlp than in tiny other part 
of the town, for i>ve never recollect the wretcht'dly Uneven street 
Ixdng without ttmpler ]iools of witter. , 

None of these buildings were of iirchitectur;tl or historic 

0 • 

value, anti the clearing of them tiway, and the erection of the 
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magnificent Clark ’I'own Ualls^was one of i!ie greatest improve¬ 
ments ever made in Pc.isley (p. 152). It tirought into view 



the flue, propoi tions ot th(^ yXhbc). lli,s beaulilul building 
(pp. 156-7-8), has been parLiall)' restcjiaal in recent )(:ars, and 
is well i-leserving of further restoration. Wi Scotland we never 
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had so many of those rich eccle.jiastical establishments as they 
have in Knglant;), 'and in the troublous and destructive times of 
our Reformation, many of them .were mutilated or destroyed*. But 
the beauty of (lOthic architecture is now much niore generally 
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appreciated, and the desire is strong to ))reserve the lew good 
sjtecimerts that we yet possess. 'I'he Abbey of I’tiisley is one of 
the finest of these old churches. I'he west front is ;i coinptjsition 
of exceetding pyrily and grace, and in;ui)' of the internal fetitures 
are etiuaily fine. .Surely some one of the p^ublic-spjritid tuiil 
wealthy sons of I’tiisley will do honour to his ntilive place tind hiin- 
.self by restoring the^Abbey to its pristine beauty. Of the secular 
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buildings wbich inusl liiuc clu^tt;red around the Abbey, wc give, 
under the name; of llu; “ Place of Paisley,” tlie only portion 
now temaining (p. i 59). 1 liis Ijouse was at one time occupied 

* by th*; Duke of /vbercorn, an<l later b\' Lord Dundonald. 



illt.il looKivt; 


Prom tlu' Ai)bey bridge, formerly know.; as tlie Seedliills 
bridge, a fine view an be obtained of the llaminills, over 
which, when in (food, tlie river pours with a roar which can bj 
he.ard at a cpfisiderable distance (p. 25). In summer dats the 
pool at the Hainmills was mucli freeiuentec* by bathers, and it 
was considered a great feat wiien a boy could “tail the Linn, 
that is, swim across this pool. 1 he presfrue of th's reef of 
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rocks [jrol),il)ly decided llie (jo.duoii seii-ctcd for the Ablnty. 
I'lie linn supplied lisli for the I'rid.iy's dinner, and the lall was 
used, as it still is, to drive a nteai mill, for the monks of'those 
days were oreat civilizers, Nearly every Ahhey in the kiiiockim 
is built on a spot such as this, and ])rol)alily for ihe same; reasons. 

Coming back to the Cross, we turn our steps westward, .and 
again are confronted with extensive changes. 1 he sAeeple is 
gone, :ind S(j the Cross is tleprived ot its gre.itest orn.unent. 
The north side of High .Sirei-t as far as ( hurchhill has been 
all cleared awa)', and the building line set backup. lOo). Ilelore 
this was done, lligh Street was a narrow ihoronghl.in’ (j). i()i), 
crowded oif .Satuialay nights, w'hen •" 1 )aunie Weir," a I’.iisley 
“character,” perainbulateil it selling ballads, among which was 
Alexander Wilson's “ Watt)’ and M*'g,’ and reciting the po|)ukir 
poem in a husky voice. Paisle) boys could all rejieat “ W att) 
and Meg,” although few ol them had seen it in pi'int. The) 
learned it from “Daunie" (p. 1(13). 

Of the old houses removed up to 1SS2, when lligh .Street was 

wideneil, the most remarkable was the t(>wn house of the Semjiills, 

with the family arms sculptured on the front. This stone is now 

preserved in the Museum. Ihe Inst Lord .Senijiill fell along 

with his King on the fatal held ol blodden, so that he was one 
♦ 

of those “I'lovyers o' the I'orest" that were “a' wetle awa)." 

Near to the Ko^i Roy l'lo.se, which leil up to School iWyinl, 
was riiomas (.joodlet’s “ Col fee House," the proprietor of which 
had a reputation l«r comic song and stor), all his own, and 
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was coiistkiueiuly in ore-il (.l(im;incl for social natherini;s. This 
place was also a favoiiriu; resort of tlu- aspiriipt^ youths of th(; 
Liiei'ary llnii>n <jf the Arti/.anjs Institution heforc mcntioneil. 
Here over their coffee many “ Noctes Amhrosianae were spent, 



•* |)\i sii " \V» in. 


which lineer in the ini' iioia ol not a lew survivors, most ol whom, 
criaiacleristicalU ,* lire memhers ol the Philosophical Institution. 
William Peatfrie, Robert Russell, James Ha\, ;wi(l others, have 
clone no (liscreclit to the irainin”' obtained au the Literary Union. 

The corner of New Street shows a characteristic old building 
and*its rather fantastic successor (pj). 10.1-5)^ but soot; this anole 
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will be occupied Ijy a liandsoim- building; lor the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, liy the kindness of the architect, Mr. T. 
Graham Abercrombie, vvlio lias (.bine much to ornament the town, 
we are enaliled to ttjve an elevation of the proposed structure 
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(p. 166). 1 he next block to the south in New .Street was the 

well-known shoj) of (icorge Caldwell, printer and bookseller. 
George was blessed w'ith a rather eccentric wife, who tdwiiys 
went among the yoiino people by the name of “ l.ady ” Caldwell. 
.She was an enthtiiaastic tetn|)enince reforme|', and resided ;it 
the 1 eetotal 1 ower iti Renirew Ro;id. I his was ;i great re.sort 
of the youngsters, ‘and boasted ol a camera obscura (p. 167). 
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Visitors mounted ;i wooden irfnir to a dark room, and madi; a 
circle round a table covc^red with a white cloth, when by a 
movement of the lenses there was shown a picture of tht; sur- 
roundinit (’ountry with e.irts driviiiL;. and mim plou^hinj;' the 



fields with horses an inch in hei^ltl, a niovin^ living wonder. 

“ Ltidy t'tddwell" would tretil them to a lecture, tind (.leordie, 

• • 

her husbtind, would play ll^e fiddle to iho.se who ctired to induhic 
in ;i “ i.ienny’ reel.” I hese were economic.il •d;iys, when the 
e.xtniv^it^'ance of a h'ancx' Ikill was not drefimi d of. 

rurnint;' to the north ;it New Street, we notice the spire of 

• • 

the Hi,i;h ('hiirch, erected in 175.) (ji ii)^)- which .iccupies :i 
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commandliij^ position, aiul has lon;4' hcen admired for its (graceful 
and welldjalaneod proportions. Close to it on the right is the 
old (irammar .School, round* which linger many pleasant 

‘ e ' r 

memories of oast ila\'s ; and ilelighlful recollections of • d6ar 
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old Dr. Ifrunton, than whom no P.iislev teacher was ever more 

( < 

rpspected. I'nrther on, at No. S2, ^,lood the “ Wee .Steeple," 
tin; hidl of which was tolled for every passing luneral ])rocession. 
The huilding was dl-molished in 1 Soy, and the.-hell rcsnoved to 
th(! gat(diou.se of Mope I'emple Cartlens. t\ narrow |)assage 
hy the side of the "'‘Wee .Steeple ’ was c.dled the " Pen Pnte,” 
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and lecl up to Oakshaw Street, liefore f)rr Square w'as formed. 
It was in a l)uildiiu^, still (•xistin^', in tins laue that the “Pen 

Foil?” met, who have heen ynmortalized hy the late David 

% * 

Gilmour. 

. Further westwj»rds ,uid nearly o|)posiu' the Museum, slooel 
the' house in which Professor |ohn W ilson (" t hristophei \orth ) 



(• 
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was horn. This was .I'l cNlreinely interesline old building. On 

I 

enlerim^, \ou stood in tiie kilehen, with its siotie floor ;ind roomy 

haronial rire-))laee. Passin;.^ in to the' adjuunne room, the eye 

wanilered from tin- old mantle slu-lf, with the liqures of a shepherd 

*atid his do'> and lloek, ornainenlino its centre, to the qujiintly 

• • 
(lo(H's :ind wainscoUt'd walls. C-^limbiiij.^ the richly carved, 

()akc*li-railed staircase, you nm'hcd the ^lining - room, with its 

ri^;ured c()riii('e risini^ from aiui(|ue dados and panels. In a 

room near l>y, one ol)serv('d the elaliorat(^ mouldings around the 
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bed with'fold!nij doors, where “ vvee Kit ” first saw the light. 
We give a view'of the liuilding in its later days, when it 
contained the shop of “Tcugh,(ieordie," a’noted confectfoner, 
who was a special favourite of the young peojile. On the btnlding ‘ 
which re[)laces this interesting old house, ,a tablet has been 
placed, 'of which .we give a reproduction (p. ibp). '['he north 



r 
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side of the street at tliis point eonlains die I'ree Library and 
Mtisctim, the Drill Hall, and the Coats' Memorial Church, three 
of the gretit orruiments of the “ New I’ttisley. " 

I’roceeding westwards, we arrive a' the separation of .Sand- 
holes, popularly known as the “ C'olfin ihi’" (|'.p. 17(1-7). I’hi's 
is* the “Cross’” of the West-end. r 5 eyond this .point further 
widenings are in progress, and although now the “ bonnie woods 
o” Craigieleti,'” where 

t 

“ TlltiftC'ii.sliat cnuMllfS niiMmnisly,’ 
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and even swee'. Ferguslie,”^ have long been fokle*d in the 
embrace of the advancing town, thi; electric "cars now take us 
out qfiickly to where, 

“ 'rowt-riiifr o’er the Newton w(H)'1s, 

fiui I lie simw-wliite elomis.” 



We can thence continue our walk by the 1 )usky (lien” and 
other familiar haunts of rannahill, where still the sweet wild 
flowers bloom and the birds sing,*which chdighted him so much; 






and so by “Stanley i^rccn shaw ”,(]). 17 i), we oan cliinl) CdenifftT. 
Here we may [tause by 

“ 'I'lu- Wff wt'll oil thf bn'isi o [Uv ln‘ac« 

whicb Hu”h Macdonald, himself at one tinie a (_olinslee block 
printei^, has renu'ered classic, and, lookin'^' back, we will behold 
one of the fairest ])ros])i:cls’ in the connlr).^ 
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Probably it wiis from this spot thal ihe advaiuiii!^ Roman 

let^ions, keepin;4 to the liei^hls, as was their liabil, first had 

« 

unfolded bi'fore them the kiiyt^ilom _ of Strath-Cl\de. 'I’here it 
lav, slretchiii" far and wide, and, on the north west horizon, they 
could desert, in the blue distance, the mighty 'rampart of the 
(irampians. little dreamiit” that bet'ond this barrier tmperial 
Rome should never |)enetrate. We may suppose the centurion 
haltino his troops ‘to .refresh themselves at this well, before 
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ilescendintr to pitch ..their tent:* on the last of those <;la(:ial rolls 
which, like waver; of the sea, lill up the space between the base 
ol the hills ;uul the morass whioli then occupied the low lands. 
It \Vas on the summit of ()akshaw liili that the I’netorium, or 

t 

”ate ne.xi the enennx was pitched, and ('asilchead still marks the 
other extremity of the camp. 
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The view of Paisley from this point is ’eery fine, and the. 
• (iorporalion are to be cou;..;ralulate(l un havin:^ secured a consider- 

t 

able area for a pul)lic ]).u k. , They have wisely k It it in its native 
slate, to the deliL;hl of all k^vers ol the picturi'S(|ue. The ramble^' 

t 

can then Lto.c’n to the renowned I’c'esweep lnn»(|). 172), on the 
summil ol the hiJI, where he can lie reLjalf'l witii th(! Spartan 

fare of breail ami cheese and i^ini^er beer, for our matinaial 

• • 

maijistracy believe that the sweet inoiuUarti air is intoxictttine 
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enoujjh ^or the present degenerate race! T«hen, as gloaming 
comes on, he can return to see that 

"Till' plantiii laps lire Unjjed «itli <ioii<l,” 

and in the hollow, ' 

" I’lie inidjres dance alxion the Inini." 



< 
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Iwery turn of the road recalls I’.iisley's sweet singer. At the 
Half-timers’ .School at h'ergiislie, we may rest for a moment, and, 
looking through the railing, we will see a section of the old canal.. 
There is the narrow towing jiath (p_. 173) and the (|naint little 
bridge, and near it the culvert which carried the Ma.xwellton burn 
underneath the .canal. The rivulet and the canai .being nearly 
upon a level, a tiinuel of masonry had to be constructed'in the 

form of a syjihon, to carry the stream to the other side of thi- 

• ' 

canal. This necessicntecj a dee|) jiit, or pool, on each side, which. 
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of course, was a.lw,;iys full of water, up to tite level of tile stream 
on each side. 'T.hese holes, as can still be seciT, were surrounded 
by a Kiw wall, but had no other ^protection, llere, in the early 
liiomiing'of 17th .May, iHio, " Black I’eter,”’* a well-known ney;ro 
weaver, brouj^ht up the lifeless body of poor l aunahill. We. must 
drop a tear of pits for the hapless fate of one wlv) carried (hrouj’h 
the world tlu' ‘‘white flower of a blameless life,’alas! too early 
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blighted, but made beautiful by son;^, and lamiember with .tfrati- 
tiide the considerateness of Messrs. Coals ni preservin_>r this 
’ jiathetic memorial of a sad event. , 

, riien in eros,sinr; ( 'i(;orge .Street wi- may noli' in tlu: centre 
of the .causeway the horseshoe which mtirks the spot where was 
enacted the ’ dc])lorable lragc:dy of the burning for witchcraft, 

* Tlu'rt* is a l>io“raphy oi' l*ftrr liiiriK t (“ Jila< k PrU r "' in tlu* Krrt- Public 
Library. 
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with whith the name of Christian Shaw, tile, ori^ifiatrtr of the 
thread trade, wen mixed u]). We may tlien return liy Castle 
Street, where rannahill was born, or liy Oiieen .Street,'tt^liere 
he lived (p. 175). I'h(- former buildinp; no* lonn'er exists, buf 

the latter still reniains, and in connection with it we may 
here preserve pn inlerestiin; reminiscence. The following' 
statement was made, in iSf.;,S, bj Ceori^e /Xrchib.dd, si weavi^r 
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who occupied the same house an<l worked at the same loom, 

r 

that had been u.st-d b\ l ann.ihill, and is kiiully oiven to us by 
his sons, Messrs. Ceoryc and Robert Archibald, manufacturers, 
in Paisley. Cicorbe .\rchibald, .Senr., sa) s ; 

‘‘1 h;i\ e'pleasure in sendiny you ;i few notes which are'in 
my own recollection correct. I his happened about the year 
1835, sixty-three yi;ars ayo. 1 was at that time weawiny in 
No. 6 (Jueen Street, on the same exact loomstead as our poet 
Robert 'raniiiihill U!^.jd to weaVe on. 
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“ I'hift Ibonistend w.is siiualcd on tlie soiiih sidi; of ihc 

* » 

))roporty ; its exact position was at the soutlioxist corner next 

the fir«. the window lookiiy^’ eastward. I'his loonistc'ad, to suit 

* 

die .li,”1il from the •window, was jail uj) as what is known in the 
trade as a left hand Idoin. I would weave on this looiiistead 
for about six years, and in diis w.iy my hack ,w.is to tlv wall. 



'I'wNMIinV llnl’sj , \(i. (i Sthii I. 

and a small recess in the ;4‘.dile, which w.is s,iid to he olten 
used hy the poet, as a place when.' he ki'j)i his hooks ainl 
pajier.s. When anythin;^ new struck him, .dl he had to do was 
lo’turn round to this ri'cess, and note it down, while‘on his loom. 

“ It' was always rem;irl<ed that lie' w.is ver^' ch.iritahle, as 
he had, ;.,;enerally a si\i)ence or a shilliii” on the loj) ol his loom 
to spare to any deservinc; person or charilahie object. I was 
ofteh called upon while workini;*un this looimtead h\ visitors, 
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and had ‘pleasure in pointing out these small .particVila^s to any 
who called. • 

Amonost the visitors was^ an ol’d lady and her son,*'\^hom 
she called ‘ W'lill ’ (William, I presume). .S'tie caihe frotn Old 
Kilpatrick once a year for many )(sirs. ‘iVly father, John Archi¬ 
bald, Wtis weavin,e in the same shop, and ' Wull ’ would ask him 
liberty for his mother to ttet a few minutes to “ive vent to her 
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feelings, on the e,\act spot on which our poet useil to sit. I was 

« 

askt^d to come oH in\ loom, anil allow her ;i few minutes of 

meditation. .She would alw.iys shed a lew tears, its my cloth wtis, 

tdways ti little wef when she lelt. 1 remember this as well :is if 

it were y esl’crday; she would often pick up my ‘ pooking pni,' 

• ... * 

and grasj) the Jtiy, giving e.xjjression to the following, '■ Robin, 
Robin, whtir is t;i yoo ? ’ She would repeat this two o<r three 

t ' 

limes, finishing up with, ‘ My dear Robin, whar is ta noo?’ Her 
name 1 do not remitmber; lh£ above 1 remember well, as* she 
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always k*fi a sixp^aice for iiic.^wliich was a vcr) iinportaiu part 
of the pjoceeclino's to me at that time. 

‘•before leavinj^ the property,^she would always down the 
^^ardca* to view thf ‘ l.ily-< )ak ’ tre(; that the poet had jrlanted, 
‘.‘Amonp' maiiv otl*er remarks that were often made in this 
loom-shoj), was one h\' oiir poet’s brother, James Tannah?!!, who 
was proprietor of this properlt. No. h ( )ueen .Street, which is also 
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(jiiite fresh in my meimjry , this was on the niyjht before his fatal 

end. A county t^t:ntlem;in ”av(; a sii|jper ancj ball in what we 

jtow know as the Abercorn Rooms, a hotel jit that time. 

Amongst thi' ^uc-sls invilod was our poet, and other literary men 

of*the day. 1 lurmtj the ball 'I'annahill and another* friend wert? 

crossintf the nxtm, when our poet heard a rcm.y'k hy a visitor 

spf;akin«;' to a friend, ' Who w;i,s that little nj.'in ? ’ and the reply 
■* • 

e'ivon was, ‘ That w:is the poet 'r;innahill.’ ‘What a diminutive- 

creature.' I'liis remtirk is .said to* have mtitie him very sad that 

12 
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nijjhl, as Hi this timr our poet’s mind was said-lo be a little un¬ 
hinged. 'I'anniJiill is said to have gone home all right that 
morning to his widowed mother, and his little pel dog.* Our 
poet’s mother was disturbed by this dog barking in the morning; 
she rose to see what was the matter, she e.xamined the house,- but 
her son' Robin w.is abscmt, and in the later part of the morning 
she told some of the neighbours about this, so niy falht;r, John 
Archib.'ild, along with five tilher neighljotirs, all weavcs's, arranged 
lo go in search of rannahill. I'hey agreed lo go in pairs, and 
try lo find hiin out. My;«father and John b'letcker were to search 

the woods of CraiJ^ielea ; the other jiair, James Laird and a 

6 .... 

darkey known as Black. Peter Burrtel, were to search (deniller 

Braes ; and the last pair, lo search 1 lawkhead district, their names 

• 

1 cannot remember at present. riH'*p;ur composed (»f Black Peter 
and James Laird wm'c passing tlu' fat.il spot, when Black Peter 
observed.a ca|) ami a scarf on the ridge that surrounds what is now 
known as ‘ PannahiH’s Hole.’ It is often said that Black Peter 
dived down in search of Tannahill, but this is not correct, as the 
writer of these nples knew Black Peter intimately, lie was a 
regular visitor to my father’s hous(' iweni)-si.\ ye.irs .ilt(;r the sad 
event, and Black' Peter’s remarks wen- that his lellow-.searcher, 
James Lainl, procured a set of what is calleil ‘creepers’ from a 

t * 

small house then (now removed) on the o])pos<le side’ of the 
Canal. They s(;arphed with these creepers, and Black Peter 
• Burnet was the one that found the body of our poet Tannahill 
. with these creepers.« For thisLici this same Black Peter Burnet 
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received from qur poet’s brother, James Tannahill, a* free house 
and Ipomstead till he died.” 

* We make no a])()lo5fy for jntroducino here for ])reservation 
this* quaint narrative, for all matters, however trivial, which 
concern 'I'annahill^ are dear to every Paisley man. 
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Jn concluding this review of the transition period btttvvecn 
the Old and New Ifiisley, we call attention to an interesting 
grou|i, taken at the inslanct? of the late Mr. John Poison, in 
*iSS2, on the “ L;ist (.'anal Ifoat,” immediatelv lu^fore the canal 
was replaced by the raifwtiy. It contains poryaits of a number 
*of \fell-,known townsmen of that time, ;wid was taken by Mr. 
Williiim Prown, jthofograjthic artist, ('lilmour Street, b)' whdse 
kindness we tire eiiabkxl to reproduce. a.» 
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CHAPTER XII 

NKVV I’AISLICY 

W I TH whatever sentimental feelings we may imifer over 
the: |)ictnre of Old Paisley, we by no means wish to 

undervalue thc'vast advaiytaecs of a material kfnd which the 

• • • 

New Paislev i)resent;^ TIk; old order chaiiLies, ,t;ivin!jf place to 
new, and, in j^enend, to f)eUer conditions.• Mechanical inventions 
have plated conveniences ami <:ven • lu.Kuries within the reach 
of the humblest, such as W'ere never’cjrcamed of in the .s(.) callecr 
" i^'ood old timers.’' Ivverythiny depends upon a ))roper use beinj.; 
made of these benefits, and while some, no doubt, abuse them, 
these are a minority, amf the people as a rule have made i^n^at 
advances. 

The ex[iansion of tin* town since the shawl trade decayed 
has been considerable. I'he po])ulation of Paisley was in 
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Increas<f«m ,30 years, - - , 34.395 
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This’rerfiarkable increase is largely ^ue to immigration, which 
naturally has had a considerahle influence on the character of 

the.^ople. The incomei'S have brought many new ideas and 

• 

pracli<?es, which htive materially changed the homely style of 
life that previously existed. We would, ‘ hoaever, fain hoj)e 
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that their advent, while widening the views, has also improved 

the character of th(.‘ ])o])iilation. It is to he fc«red, however, that 

the industries which have createil the New' Paisley, have not 

|)reserved lhat.artistie taste and cultun* which marked the ejiocR 

of hapdicraft work. They do not lend themseflves lo artistic 
. , • 
treatment or study, and this’^lefect may have to he remedied 

in soiiK- other way. 
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The rncrease in the asscssaiili; rental has been‘corVespond- 
ingly great. < 


Valuation ok thh Burgh ok Paihlev. 


i-HSz-'.iN - 

- 

/,99,628 

1859-60, 

- 

101,952 

t 

1869-70, 

- 

126,185 

1879-80, 

- 

-' 205,320 

1889-9c\ 

- 

268,176 

iSpu-ipcxA, - 

- 

3.40,185 

1905-06,’' 

• 


‘402,337 

'906-07, 

r , 

410,187 


Thd rental has thus qiiifclnipleil' in hii\ years. 

One of the best evick'iices of the improved condition of the 

New Paisley, is to be found in the tletails of the death-r.ite.'’ 

In 1875, ^Paisley btdd an unenviable ])ositiori among the eight 

principal towns of .Sciitland. This unfortunate state of aflairs 

was not unnoticeil by the fown Council, ainl efiorts were mack; 

to improve it, but it was not till iSSfi th;it a deptirtmeiu for 
• • 
Public'Health, Cleansing, and Hniinage was formed, ;uul the 

matter taken seriolisb in hand. .Ashiiits were condemned, drain¬ 
age districts were formed, and the whole System of refuke 
collection and destructioh was placed on an improved footing. 
An importtint st(;p was the adoption, in i8qi, of tin; CompulscM'y 
Notifictition of Infectious Diseases Act, and sinct* then the health 
f)f the town has l)een carefiillv* suoervised. 
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Th€ fotlowin^ tabic shows how marked and contfnuous has 
been the decliiji’. in the. death-rate in recent *years. 

D’kATII- kATiri'KK 1,000 OK TIIK P(ll'UI-ATION IN PaISLIA. 


Avi‘nii;e ftf five y(‘ars eiuliiii;;' 

187,“;, 

2 9’08 


1 880, 

2()'()6 

# 

1885, - 

2472 

'1 * 5 

1890, 

2 .r 48 


'89.C 

' -.H 


1 900, 

19 'So 

>1 *1 

1905, - 

17 a/) 


while, if 1905 he taken hy»itself, iP ainoiinted only to Th'i. 

* Hetween 1S75 and 19Q,S. this ^ives a savint; of 11'12 per 
1,000, which, calculated on ,1 population of ^5,000, amounts to 
945 lives per annum. Ko doubt tins reduction was |)artly due 
to*other causes tlian im|)roved sanitation', l)Ut tlie kiliours ol tlie 
Public Ilealth fiommittee have largely contrihutetl to this satis¬ 
factory result. In tins connection the |)uhlic ctinnot forget the 
eminent services ol Provost David Wilson (j). I1S3), who, for 
the fourteen years from 1SS6 to 1900, wa-f Convener ol that 
^iommittee, and* was unwearii cl in his exertions t(* improve the 

health of the^town. 

• ^ 

• Pj;^evious to iS^S, Paisley was supplied with water from iiump 

wt'lls, w'ith the result that inft'ctious dise.ises, and esjiecially fev(;r, 
wf-re ve.ry prevalent, and the dreafled cholera made occasionaj 
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visits. lit that year the water from Stanley^ was ‘intitiduced, 
mainly by th( f exertions of Dr. James Kerr. But the town 
outtirew this su|)|)ly, and the R()wl)ank ?icheme was added. fWen 
this soon became inadequate for llie rapidly incrVcisin;^’|)opuhition, < 
and the ('ouncil had to cross the valley froln the ('deniffer ranijje, 
and tap, the sire.ims on the Kilbirnii' hills in the Rye "scheme 
in 1883; so that now the pop'ilation of Raisley and some of the 
neighbouring jiarts possess an amiile siqipK of this most necessary 
element. 'I'he carryiiiL;' out of the Rye scheme was largely due 
to the e.xertioifs of Rroxost William MacKean jp. 187). 

I'he drainage ofj’aisiey, which at one time was very had, 
has been cojitiniioush' improveil sin^e‘1871,1, and may now be 
considered satisfactory. Damp and. unwiiolesome houses, how¬ 
ever pictures<]ne, have been re|)la(!ed 1))' dwellings I'onstructetl 
with the Latest sanitary im|)rovements. The purification of the 
atmosjihere from smoke, howeveV, yet leates much to be ilesired, 
and the state of the -Rivi r Cart, both as to cleanline.ss a'nd 
utility as a mt;ans of tnifhc, calls for attmition. 

'I'he widenin'; of the streets has also been i;oing on for many 

years. • I'he i;rowino traffic of an ever increasing population 

demanded this convenience, and the t;reater air space and lij^ht 

thus obtained have had excellent effects on the health of tlic 

cfimmunilw This im|)rov<ement in thf a|)pearance of tho. town 

has betai largely due to the ])ers(-verance of Rro\osts Murray, 

• ^ 
MacKean, and Hell, and the work is still beiiyo prosecuted. 

I'he public buildings in Raisley suppl)- excellent evideilce 



NEW''‘PAISLF.-f 


187 


of the genera! imjirovement of taste in arciiitecture which has 
been going on. , Many of the churches liavc;* l)een rebuilt or 
rcarrfftltred, and’some are'handsome! structures. 'I'hc (.dark 

r> ^ 

Halls, fhe Free l*Tiblic Library and Museum, the Drill 1 lull, 
the Coats Memorial Clturch, the John Ntiil.son Institution, the 
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New (irammar School, the 'rttchnical College, the Sheriff' Court 
J louse, the New Count)' buildings, and the Ro'^iil .\lexandra 
Infirmary, are edifici ■ of which any town niighl be jirouil. 

rh*e Royal Victoria Lye lnlirmar\ , built, eeiuijiped,* and gifted 

• # 

by Provost .\iv:hibald Mackenzie (|). 195), is t^lso a tasteful 
btiFIdiug. rile mill property has in m.iny,cases been erected 
on artistic lines, and the street vistas now exervwhere are* 
much improved. 
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The ‘laudable desire to residf ,iu the country is stronj^, and 
neat, and in hiaify cases handsome villas are sprinjjinrr jiip in all 
the suburbs. The conveiiiencj; of the electric ‘cars largeTy 'con¬ 
tributes to this s|)reading of the .j)0|)ul,ition,*and is one of tlie 
many beneficial and hafipy results of sciency that this generati'ort 

C 

has s('en. < 

riu; educational advantages also of the^ New, Ptii.sley ;ire f:ir 
in advance of the ()ld. rime was when the only passable 
academy in the town was the (Irammar .School, taught by 

i. •- 

I ),r. llrunton, who was_M capable .md much* tidmired tt'acher. 
Itvcn this consistecf ol only one room, where all th(^ classes met 
togi'ther, ifiid none of the other schools in the town had any 
better accommodation. f emale edujation was fretpiently rde- 
gafed to a lew genteel okl ladies of limited ;ic<]uirements. Now^, 

there are excellent means ol instruction for all classes. I'he 

« 

ft 

Hoard Schools .ire large and finely eijuipped, and an admirably 
orgiinised 1 Cchnii.il (' ollege and School ol .Art provides a class 
of training which was never ilreamed, of in the past. In the 
f'ree Public l.ibpiry an abundant supply of the best lilprature 
of th(! day an^l of jiast times, is at the command of every person,* 
so that the fountains of knowledge are main-, and freely open to 
.all. 

But more particularly does the marked abselige of -signs of 
poverty strike the uliserver, .and till th(; more forcibly ff 
•old enough to remember what Paisley was in the latter part of 
the weaving days. •I'hjinks to the varied industries which hiive 
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replaced tile Shawl trade, to the enterprise of tlie people* aiul to 

• • • 

the cheapness of necessary comforts which emr new industrial 
systeiti* has iirodeiced, Ihe ‘freciiient reciirrine' depressions and 
canseqelfcnt niisery'^’of fornuT times, no lonqer alllict I*aisle\'. 

Those who are willing' to do well, liiul ample employment. 

• 

The feebfe and the really unfortunate are assist^'d by miijiermis 



John Niiison issTtii ruiN. 


benex’oUmt aeencies, so that where ])o\erty e.xists the causes can 
c^enerally be traced to misconduct. 

riie contrast between the Old and the *i\ew I’tiisley, is 
noMiere more stntiu^ly illustnited than .unonsr the xofinq people. 

In the ^ve;l\'int{ dtiys the clraw'-boys wfaa: conspicuous I hc;)' 

• * 

wetre ii, rouoh-.'ind-tumble lot, rude of manners, tdiund.inl in 
tatters, and nink socitdists, evatry one of them, for the\ believed 
in tFie eniial division of ;dl wetiltb. esoecialh, the fruits of the 
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earth, Which tin;)’ always held to he public p/opert'y. 'The ”irls 
of those di,^ we.re hardl) thou_(>ht of at all. „ But now in the 
times of the I’ai.-ley thread, the "iris monopolize attentirtiT To 
describe all their excellences wiaild be im| 5 bssibte. As Burtis 
recoikxl from a similar task in " l am d Shanter 

.Sii- Hijjlils are far heyiiial lair |)(iw’r.” 

To m.ike fun of them is a dan»-erous jiroceediii”. Tlipir 
resentment is not to be li|,4htl\' incurred. If they could fiusth 
an olmoxious ladv aijiti.itor. or besieoi: a ivill manager, wha 

I •' »*r i 

would they not do'lo a “mere man ’ wlm failed to remler juslic< 
to their ifteritsW oe to such «„ critic should he encounte 
them "at the corner ol l\*la.\welKon .Street or the liladda, a 

, > t 

two or six o'clock, when the mills were “skailino”! do say 
in W est Ibid parlance, that “ they are a l.>ardy s('t, miyjht bi 
true, biyt it is only the Paisley way ol sayino that, like othe 
•Scotch folks, they 'Mia\e a duid conceit ol themseivys.” 

^’et the study ol the crowd which issues Irom the mill 
(p|). 198-9) is a L;n-at revi'lation, e.s|)eci.illy to anyone win 
can remember a similar scene lift\ years atfo. (jone are ;i] 
the shoeless fec't, the jupe and the jiettico.it, tiu; tartan .shaw 
over the head, and the subdued air of hard 'tiimts. Now ther 

i 

is a rush of^youno and hopelul lile, jul.)ilant» that t'nc d;iy 

conlinement is ovej, and loutl in conversation on how h) spein 

< *■ 

the evening's freedom. Neat*and comforuible in attire, witi 

• , 

freijucnl touches o[ art and*taste in dress. No tatters, as in 
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the *dni’w-boy cl;^ys, no work of unhandy dressnnfkers, IhiI 
smart costumes of liarmonious colours, ai?d warm woollen 
“ tahflni(*s ” nafty sailor hats, or fashionable motor “ scones ” 
to .cover the Ilea's. 

* .And these ”ir!s are not wilhout public sjiirit and enterprise. 
VVe have seen what they ilid for the Iniimjary Bazaar, and 



duriim the South .\frican War th(;\ busied themselves knittint; 

V-> J ■ 

■} 

for the soldiers. In most ca.ses the articles Ixu'e the name of 
the knitter, and, could we know all, there’mi;4ht be many a 
romantic story a'^nd, perhaps, setiue.l to these ^^ifts. 'fhe .soldiers 
on the veldt who opt:iu:d these welcome parcels, and found 
that Ma_t>;eie and Jcanie at home in the mills had been thinking, 
of theni, and had been an.xiou's for their comfort, will not sooli 
foryet the Paisley thread girls. " 
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]!ut agreeable to llie eye <is is llie crowd ol neatly "dressed 
girls as the) ? issit - Ironi the mill gates, it is nothing to the 
appearance; of these same young ladies on « holiday •or a 
Simda)'. riien they come out in their spiendocir. “ Even- 
Solomon in all his glor)’ was not arrayed like one. of th(;,se. ” 
A su.sceiitibh; Italian visitor, in 178<S, wrote in the IVait'fi's 
i\laoar:iin\ that " I’aislc)’ abounded in be-autilul women, who, 
in the evening, met in groups, dri;sse;d with much elegance 
;md t;iste, ami jeromenaded in the one street which then formed 
the town, and after the walk almost every t;vening there was 
a dance.” This j)remen.idi- of fair ladies still continues, ;iiul 
may be see’ any .Sunday etening on the (ilasgow Ko.ad, or 
any of the main avenues Iciiding into the country (p. 201). 

The conditions o( lili- are very, much easier now. .Mam 
most beautiful te.xtile fabrics have been brought within re.ich 
of the humblest. 'I’lie unfortunate upper classes can no 
longer retain the e.whisive usr of any article; of adornment. 
The Paisley girls (|uickly lind it out, or an imitation of it. In 
vain the costumiers rise earl\ and sit up late, and comjeass 
se;i ;ind land to Imd some novelty w’ith which the mill girls 
t:anne)t ceempete, I'he'y have- tee giee- n|) the effort in despair. 

If the e'.raw-boys were- seeeialists, the- tlire-ael girls ate- 

s . . . 

individualists eef a preeneelinceel charaete-r. 'I'he-y htive n.) ide:,i 
of having all things in ceemmem. I'he-y e-ach have ,in t-ye er-.i 
;w heetise e)f their eewn, anel the qieet te>o elistaht preispe-ct of a 
,drawing-re)om, with, as a eemipnnieen, one of those smart yoiing 
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_tfciuktm».‘n ill fashion,ilili- suits, brown''shoes, bowler Jials, and 

4 « # 

ci”;ir(ates, on whom they liava- shot ilieir invincible i^lances on 
the.•Sunday jmanenade. 

^ I’.aisle)' has li',ul nuieh done loi’ it b\ its liberal sons and 
d,au”hters. . I his woiik eoncerns ilsell solely with th<' Thread 
I rade, Ifut other branches ol ind'ustri' h,i\e ,dso been (iri^sperous 



rifiiN'U'M (’01 M(;'’ \k'n St m»M or Airr, 

Iron! similar impellinL; causes: ,md those T.iisley men who h;ive 

* 

i^one lorth to seek their iortunes elsewlnie ha\’e, in I'rTsjUent 

eases, retunusl Laden with their shtsaves, ami have not been 

sirtw in bestowiiT,^ iKiielits on their mativc town • I'o attempt 

any dei,ail ol ^hese i^^eneianis actions w'oultl le,id us avv,a\' from 
• * 

0141' subject, but they cannot be overlooked in an\ comparison 

ol Old iind New** l'.iisle\'. 'TKe ”ilts and le^.icies of Neilson^ 

Wrtyfht,llrodie, l)rou”h. I!arl«iur, I'mi,. Ms, m,' 


I.) 
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many ollTcrs, show the love; which they crtaiiitcl ‘for* the 
old place. j' 

It may lx: said of some peojde that the ii-sore you ck?-for 

them, the less they will do for themselves, f\ community can. 

be spoiled by too much kindness. llai)pil) , e^reat as . have beon - 

the beuefils conferred u])on the New Paislc)’, there are no 

si^ns that they have enervated the people. On the. contrary, 

intellectual activity and business enterprise are conspicuous. 'I'hey 

have not lost the stamina of the old weaver ])opulation. I'lfese 

ol<l men, our fondalhers, Ivid a more limited ran^b of advantat;es, 

• » < 
but they made up for it b\ a dilii^eiu use of what the\ Inul In 

the old timu^ if an\ (ine requireil a rv'.ytful holiday, he was recoin- 

mended'lo lr\ "the Larqs,'* a weaving \illaqe on the i'irlh of 

» , 

Clyde' about l\\ent\-two miles from J’aislet. Iful as there was no 

regul.ir conve)ance, the invalid w;is expected to walk the dis-' 

« 

tance, witft the remote chancc'of tp'ttine a lift for a mile or two 
from some farmer's c.irt. 'rhis’'])rellminary exercise wa.s_^ sun- to 
set him u|), and it is sur|)risine what qrand walkers the weaters 
were. .Is the)’ were unable to wander hundreds of miles in 
search* of the J)eautiful, they turned their patient eyes on the^ 
wild flowers that’bloomed in loveliness b) the roadside; the 
jnsects that .Sported tln;ir brief e.xistence in the'siimmer air ; aTid 
the wild birds which m.'ule the woods vocal witih their' .irtle.ss 
melody. 'I'liere, and in the ptxtlr)' ilescriptive of such .scene's, 
•they found their enjoyment, ancf the local Museum is enriched 
>■ by the collections in,Natural Histor)' brought together by some 
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of tlieso worthy im;n. Ihe iiihahitiiiils ol iho N(?\\ I’aislt) 
possess still tlu'se |)rivil('t>(;s aiul adfanta^esT and nian\ niorr. 
riiitf they nia\* use them'arij^h^ for the lK)noiir of the town, is 
Hhe feTvent wish of all who have the j^ootl reputation ol Paisley 
' sii\c(!rel\- at heart. 



Ai«nin\in rmtvosi. |s‘»| IJiou. 

Much as we may all rejoice in the map'rial prosperity of 
l^aisley, a word of c.aulion may lx.- dro|)])ed, ' lest we lorL^et. ’ 

'I'he supersediiiL; of hand lahour hy mech.tnic.d appli.uices has 
been the m.iin cause ol all this pro^^ress. 1 Iv leaders ol industry' 
have l*rouL;lu tt about, and have rcsiped a rich h;u'\ (‘st. Hut what 
ol tin* wprkint; man No doubt the rewaKl ol labour is ^re.iier 
now ihiin it was, .and th(' |)urchasint; power et wa^es still lurther 
benefits the labotiriit” classes. Hut the «\ stem ol working m 
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factories, a'litl lar^e workshops, wliich was an inevital)1e rl-siilt of 
iIk; new or<rjJiization of iiuluslry. lias l)rouplu inlliiences of a 
seriously delrinuaital cliaracter upon (he worker? I'liit j(^'’'of 

t j 

laljour and tlie exercise of taste and skill in handicraft are “ooik;,- 
and replaceil hy the monotonous drudL,rery of tending; a machine'. 
Year iim year oii,!, the .same dull rMund of uninterestiiyt;' and 
unintellectual lahour is his lot. And there a|)pears to he no 
remedy ; and one e.innot look without |)ity and almost with 
desj)air, at this .•i|)parently ine\ ii.dile result ol our mapnilicent 
indu,strial systc'm. .1 

Need we wondi-r. that reliel Irom this o|)pressi\<' monoloii) 
is .soutt'ht iuc some \ iolent< e.xercise yf the limhs or the mind 
I'he almost hrutal pame ot fooiliall \itir<icls its thousands, while 
the (juieter ^ames of cricki-t and howls are not ne.ir!\ so |)opular; 

and those ileliLt'htiul ami insiruclite holanieal ramhies in which 

• 

the old weavers deliphted, are ijiiite despised. I hen the mental 
e.xcilemenl ol hettin;^ hn horse races is simph a |•e\•ulsiol' frhm 
the intellectual numhness of the lactorx miiployment, .dthouph 
it is well known th;it this is not a pame of skill, and tlnn the 
odds are calculated so as to he Ltrcnth apainst the hettors. 
Light and Irieolous amusements appear to have great .ittractions. 
l‘'amily lik' also has sulfered. I'he control ami training of the 

< 

rising genenition are not wdiat they ought to he„ The .yotmg 
peojile too oftiai mistake rmleness for independence, coarse law- 
guage for wit, and vulgtirily for maiVliness. Lrom such an trphring- 
<ing w'e cannot hope to product* that conscientious and intelligent 
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command •'cl hitcher price, and we would hear less of unfemployment 
and of lahoi f wars. The country which posijesses the most 
reliable class of lahoiir.has a ''real adva'nta<>c in tliP industrialVace. 
Our country works for the world's market, and yve cannot'afford’ 



Sk M I |ss,'. 


the luxury of inefficient labour.. I'ivery means should be used . 
to raise the moral tone of the workiu” classes, and this necessilv 
was never i;rf;ater than at present. Political power is undoubtedly 
passino into the, hands df the masses, and it is <a^ (|uesfion of 
the lirst importance jhal it should be intellinenlly and impat-- 
flally enijiloyed. 

This supreme necessity ol \lie age was clearly loreseen by 
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the * fofinclers of the thre'ud Industry* and particiilanly by the 
brothers Pctc]; and Thomas Coats, whose; memiory Paisley 
peefple have; j»ood cause to revere. J^arely in history or 
\in fiftion 'can \le find two such noble tharaclers : and their 
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inlluence on Paisley has lieen^ enormous ind always fftr q,ood. 
They lia\.e been lilsetied to tile Clieerbyle Imithers in Nicholas 
*Ni(k/(iiy, and fhe comi)arison is a happy one. i?ut there was 
a hi;^'h mora', and relii;ious tone about tlie Hnaliers (. oats which 
•Dickjens lias not reproduced. 

Pos.se.ssetl. Tit lea.st in th?ir laler years, of “wealth bi'yotid 
tlic dreams of ax arice,' monex* hail no ^corrddine inlluenct: ou 
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their ocntle ;incl l)eiicvofcnt natures. The early simpKcify of 
their lives w.Js lytver cliangec! by the accession of material 
pr()s|)erity. Ostentation aittl e.\trava>4anct; had* no attrart 4 ons 
for them. I'ht sole employment which they’ saw ‘for sAjrplu.v 
wealth, was t() use It for the elevation of the people amont;' 
whom tlteir lot was cast, d o do' theii; dul\ (auhfully .iml Vithout 
display, was their itleal. I'luiy 

“ Did <>'<10(1 by stisillh, and bbislual to find it faux. " 

Their we.'dth Jnad Ix-en ac<iuired by honest industr)', and they 

* . . * * I 

well knew that this was the onl\’sure road to progress, lienee 
promiscuous ,alnts-L;ivinL; and misuse • ol bentn'olence. were 
eiiarded •aoainst with viiyilaiy c.ire., I'hey realized that mere 
wealth showered u|K)n the working •classes, would imt tiecessarih' 
conduce to their h,i|)piness. I'hev must learn by Christian 
|)rudence to in.ike ;t prop('r like of the trills ol the ( realor. 
lienee everv project lor the elew'ition of the m.isses in the |)r;R-- 
tice of itidustry, sobrietv, and, above all. in t hristian priiuijile, 
received their liberal and sie.idy sup|)ort. 

d'hoff interest in such .societies as the I’hilosophic.il Institu- 

r * 

tion was earb aiul steatll.ist. and ripened into the e'ifts of the 
Free I’ublic J.ibrary and Museum, a'nd the ( )liserv;itory. Mp. 
Thomas Co.its donation to the schoots to ensure increa.spd air 

space and larecr pla\^rounds, was die hiL;hest form of chtirityi 
« ** 
(Ijctateil by that ecnitil love lor ^le people, wltiih was a con¬ 
trolling motive ii> his lile. 
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Althoii0i from iluMr wealth and* infliRaice thesw brothers 

* • • 

ini”ht at any tyme have aspired to h.i,i!;h p(.)litu;al positions, they 

felt Wo call to ntingle in sifch strife. - They, Found their happine.ss 

• * ^ 

in. pnlliiotin^- the" welfare of the peojile ainoni> whom they dwelt, 
iind never-jiermilled political or religious differene'es .> inlliKaiee 
thi'ir actions. 
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ShaTspeare sa\s 

“ I’lic v\\\ lli.il nu'ii do li\t‘s af'liT ni. 

This is true, but lliere is anwlher sa\ ine as irue and much 
older, lha»., 

I'lii- (Kill) Ilf yir jusi is -IS till' shiiiinj!; lifilit." 

. Tlie brotlters Coals o.ive a tone to ihe^dislribution of neallh, 
and the sentiments which aiTimated them were e(|ually ente.* 
tained and acted upon by the other tln-ead^manufacturers. rhew 
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all, withcxit exception, wVtc ever ready to give thfeir Tei’sonal 

, . •.* * . 

services as veil, as pecuniary aid, to every ^project for the 

« 

elevation of the peoj)](‘, for th(! hemTit of th(» feeble anil* the 
unfortunate, and for the alleviation of physical suflering.* W# 
may cherish the hope that this influence* and example will -liie 
endurin'e and that ijenerations Vot U> come may have tause to 
bless and reverence the iiu'inory of the wise ^md liberal men who 
founded and develo|)eil the d'hre.ul Indusirv* 




